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GROWING IN FAITH — LIVING IN GRACE — SHARING HIS GLORY

God defines a church as people gathering around Word and Sacrament.
As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.



WORSHIP FOCUS

The cartoon character holds a sign saying, “The End Is Near.” For Christians, this is not a message of fear. Instead,
it is a message of watchful hope. Scripture teaches that the End Times began with Christ’s first coming, especially
his death and resurrection. Christ will come again on judgment day. Now we live in that in-between time, when
salvation has been won, but full glory is still to come. It's the beginning of the end. Jesus himself makes clear that
no one knows the day or hour of his return. This uncertainty is not meant to trouble us, but to keep us spiritually
awake. Each day becomes an opportunity to live in repentance and faith, turning from sin and trusting fully in
Christ’s finished work for us. Our preparation for the end is not about trying to predict signs or earn God's favor.
Instead, it is about remaining rooted in Jesus: hearing the Word, receiving the sacraments, and trusting the prom-
ises of forgiveness. These are God's ways of keeping us ready. “The Beginning of the End” reminds us that history
is moving toward our own death and toward Christ's return. For believers, that end is truly a beginning.

Our path through the last weeks of the church year is:

Oct 4 Speak Truth to Power Nov 1 Focus on the Future

Oct N Invite the Unworthy Nov 8 Watch for the Final Events
Oct 18 Give to God What is God's Nov 15 Put Your Affairs in Order
Oct 25 Stay Steadfast Nov 22 Hope for the best

Imagine you are planning to take the family out to dinner. You all have to wait for someone to get ready. Minute
after minute passes. What can happen in that situation? It's easy to focus on something else and even forget the
original goal. Perhaps as you wait, you even fall asleep. As we wait for Christ to return, as day after day passes, it can
be easy to get distracted, to lose vigilance, to become spiritually drowsy. It's the beginning of the end. Why does

it have to take so long? God forbid that Christ should return and find us spiritually asleep. Today we are reminded
that the time between Christ’s first and second coming is a time for watchfulness.
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby.

Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger accompanied by adult in Classroom A.

Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from
their parents. We encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite

children to come forward for the Children’s Message during the service. Let's work together to
bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord!




SERVICE OF CELEBRATION & REVERENCE

OPENING HYMN: CHRIST BE MY LEADER CWH 518
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1 Christ be my lead - er by night as by day;

2 Christ be my teach - er in age as in youth,
3 Christ be my Sav - ior in calm as in strife;
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safe through the  dark - ness, for he is the way.
drift - ing or doubt - ing, for he is  the truth.
death can - not hold me, for he is  the life. Nor
N | ~
|
e el o o | o l
S ! — ! i i = — !
Y| | | =) -
Glad - ly I fol - low, my fu - ture his care,
Grant me to trust him; though shift - ing as sand, _
dark - ness nor doubt-ing nor sin and its stain can
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dark - ness is day - light when Je - sus is there.
doubt can - not daunt me; in Je - sus I stand.
touch my sal - va - tion: with Je - sus I reign.

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 Tune: Irish Text: © 1964, ren. 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLi-
cense no. 711716 Tune: Public domain

WE APPROACH GOD (SPOKEN/SUNG RESPONSIVELY)

M: O Creator, to you darkness is light, and a thousand years is as a day.
Before we speak, you know our thoughts.

C: There is no place we can flee from your sight.
M: O most holy Lord, our relationship with you requires a personal integ-

rity we do not have. We are cut to the heart to realize that you judge
every thought, word and action.

C: We have been arrogant to challenge your laws. We have been fool-
ish to excuse our lust for more as a basic human need. We have
blamed our unhappiness on others. Our self-centeredness is the
worst affliction on earth and we no longer deny it.

M: O God of wisdom, we have wandered from your ways. We do not de-
serve leniency. The only thing we possess is our guilt.

C: O Father, Son and Holy Spirit, we can speak your name only be-
cause you are the God of grace. Jesus came to be the sacrificial
Lamb who has taken away the sin of the world. Because you have
gathered all the lost, we plead: “Be our Shepherd.”

Hymn of praise,
prayer, or reflection
on the season of the

church year.

We follow the advice
of the Apostle Paul to
“teach and admon-
ish one another with
all wisdom through
psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit,
singing to God with
gratitude in your
hearts.”

(Colossians 3:16)

L

We are able to ap-
proach the eternal,
almighty Triune God
because he is the
God of undeserved
love—the God of
Grace.

We confess our sins
to God confident he
will forgive us be-
cause he has prom-
ised, “If we confess
our sins, he [God] is
faithful and just and
will forgive us our
sins and purify us
from all unrighteous-
ness” (1John 1.9).




This hymn of praise
gives the congrega-
tion the opportunity
to praise God and
express joy because
our debt of sin was
paid by Jesus, our
victorious Savior.

(SUNG BY CONGREGATION)
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1.Tri- une  God your love has found me; you have brought me to this

2.To your grace now I'm a debt - or; dai - ly I'm in need of
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res - cue me from dan - ger, Bought me with his pre-cious blood.

pray: "Please make me your lamb; heal me for the life a - bove!"

M: The Triune God knows our needs. He remembers that we are dust.
He gloried in doing for us what we do not deserve. Before we existed,
the Father sent his one and only Son to trade places with a world of
sinners. In the fullness of time, Jesus packaged his honor in humility
and was born into our world. By His flawless life and innocent death,
he ransomed the world from sin, Satan and damnation. The Holy Spirit
raised him back to life to guarantee that we who trust these truths are
God'’s children and heirs of heaven. Amen.

(SUNG BY CONGREGATION)
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Lord. You a - lone are the Most High, Je - sus
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Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it in the glo-ry ofGod the Fa - ther.
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CATECHISM REVIEW: THIRD & FOURTH COMMANDMENTS

PRAYER OF THE DAY

FIRST READING

Glo - ry to God, in the high - est, and peace to his peo-ple on earth.

(SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY)

M: Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.

What does this mean?

C: We should fear and love God that we do not despise preaching and

his Word, but regard it as holy and gladly hear and learn it.

M: Honor your father and mother, that it may go well with you and that

you may enjoy long life on the earth.
What does this mean?

C: We should fear and love God that we do not dishonor or anger our

parents and others in authority, but honor, serve, and obey them,
and give them love and respect.

(SPOKEN BY MINISTER)

M: Almighty God and Savior, you have set the final day and hour when

we shall be delivered from this world of sin and death. Keep us ever
watchful for the coming of your Son that we may sit with him and all
your holy ones at the marriage feast in heaven; through your Son, Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

[SAIAH 52:1-6

'Wake, awake! Clothe yourself with strength, O Zion.
Put on your beautiful garments, Jerusalem, you holy city,
for never again will the uncircumcised

and the unclean enter you.
2Shake off the dust. Get up and take your seat, Jerusalem.
Loosen the chains from your neck,
you captive daughter of Zion.
3Yes, this is what the LORD says. You were sold for nothing,
and you will be redeemed without money.

“Yes, this is what the LORD God says.
In the beginning, my people went down to Egypt to stay there for a
while. Later Assyria oppressed them without cause.

*Now what do | have here? declares the LORD.

Indeed, my people have been taken away for nothing.
Their rulers howl with mockery, declares the LORD.
My name is continually despised all day.

*Therefore my people will know my name.

So on that day they will know that | am the one—

the one who is saying, “Here | am!”
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For five centuries,
Martin Luther’s
Small Catechism has
served as the basic
instruction book for
the church. It directs
us to God'’s Word and
points to the only
source for spiritual
life, the Means of
Grace: the Word
and Sacraments. As
lifelong students of
the Catechism, we
review these import-
ant truths from God'’s
Word as we continue
to grow in a deep
appreciation for all
that Jesus has done
as our Savior.

(e

The main thoughts
of the day are collect-
ed or summarized in

this short prayer.
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The prophet cries

“‘Awake!” to peo-

ple sleepwalking
through life.




The Book of Psalms
was the Old Testa-
ment hymnbook,
prayer and liturgy
book. It was used
by worshipers at
the temple. Many
of the Psalms are
the basis for our
hymns and part of
our liturgy is taken
from the Psalms. The
word “Psalm” comes
from the Greek and
means “a song sung
to the accompani-
ment of a stringed
instrument.”

7
P §

Be watchful for Je-
sus to return. Live as
children of light.

o
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A verse from the Holy
Scriptures is usually
spoken to capture
the theme of the
service.

The sung response is
taken from Romans
10:17.

PSALM 90
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THE CHILDREN’'S MESSAGE

SECOND READING

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
M:

(SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY)

: Lord, you have been our dwelling place

throughout all generations.

. Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world,

from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

: You turn people back to dust,

saying, “Return to dust, you mortals.”

: A thousand years in your sight are like a day that has just gone by,

or like a watch in the night.

: Teach us to number our days,

that we may gain a heart of wisdom.

: May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us;

establish the work of our hands for us—yes, establish the work of
our hands.

(ALL CHILDREN ARE INVITED TO SIT IN FRONT WITH PASTOR)

1 THESSALONIANS 5:1-11

'Concerning the times and dates, brothers, there is no need to write
to you, *for you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will
come like a thief in the night. *When people are saying, “Peace and
security,” destruction will suddenly come on them, like labor pains on
a pregnant woman, and they will certainly not escape. “But you, broth-
ers, are not in the dark so that this day could take you by surprise like
a thief, >for you are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not
belong to the night or the darkness. ¢So then let us not sleep like
everyone else, but rather let us remain alert and sober.

“To be sure, those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get
drunk, get drunk at night. 8But since we belong to the day, let us be
sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of sal-
vation as a helmet. °You see, God did not appoint us for wrath, but for
obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. Y"He died for us, so
that whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him.
"Therefore, encourage one another and build each other up, just as
you are also doing.

MATTHEW 24:42

Alleluia. So be alert, because you do not know on what day your Lord is com-
ing. Alleluia.




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION RESPONSE
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HYMN OF THE DAY: O CHURCH, ARISE CWH 870
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1 O Church, a - rise and put your ar - mor on; hear the theme of the read-
2 Our call to war— to love the cap - tive soul, but to ings and sets the
3 Come see the cross, where love and mer - cy meet, as the stage for the sermon.
4 So Spir - it come, put strength in  ev - ’ry stride, give __
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grace for ev - ’ry hur - dle, that we may run with faith to
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they are strong in the strength that God has giv - en.
wound - ed whole we will fight with faith and wval - or
neath his feet, for the Con - quer - or has ris en!
win  the prize of a ser - vant good and faith - ful.
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When faced with trials on ev -'’ry side, we know the
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As saints of old stil line the way, re - tell - ing




In the sermon the
Pastor proclaims
God's Word and
applies that word
to modern life and
problems. He stress-
es both what God
demands of us (the
Law) and what God
does for us through
Jesus Christ (the
Gospel).

After hearing the
word of God, the
worshiper responds
with this confession
of faith.

The Apostles’ Creed,
developed over
hundreds of years in
the early Christian
church, is a brief and
simple statement of
gospel truths taught
by the apostles.
Christians used it to
tell others what they
believed and also to
confess their faith
with one another as
they met for worship.
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gainst the dev - il's lies; an ar - my bold whose bat - tle
out - come is se - cure, and Christ will have the prize for

merg - es from the grave, this vic - t'ry march con - tin - ues

tri - umphs of his grace, we hear their calls and hun-ger
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cry is love, reach-ing out to those in dark - ness.
which he died— an in - her - it - ance of na - tions.

till  the day ev - ry eye and heart shall see him.
for the day when with Christ we stand in glo - rv.

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974, Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

SERMON MATTHEW 25:1-13

At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who
took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. ?Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. *\When the foolish ones took their
lamps, they did not take any oil with them; “but the wise took oil in
their containers with their lamps. *While the bridegroom was delayed,
they all became drowsy and fell asleep. °But at midnight there was a
shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom! Come out to meet him! "Then all those
virgins got up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish ones said to the
wise, ‘Give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.’ °But
the wise answered, ‘No, there may not be enough for us and for you.
Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves. °But
while they were away buying oil, the bridegroom came. Those who
were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet, and the door
was shut. "Later, the other virgins also came and said, ‘Lord, Lord, let us
in.' ?But he answered, ‘Amen | tell you: | do not know you.' *Therefore,
keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.

THE APOSTLES' CREED (SPOKEN IN UNISON)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.




| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
SONG OF THE SEASON
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Offering: The gifts
of Gods people are
a response to God'’s PRAYER (SPOKEN BY MINISTER)
blessings. If God has
moved you to thank If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place
CZ’;” anet?f/isvg/%/’ 3?:6 your offering in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary
to give an offering. either before or after the service.
We speak to Godas | THE LORD’S PRAYER (SPOKEN IN UNISON)
our Father as Jesus .
taught us. Our Father in heaven,
(Matthew 6) hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.

_10_



Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER (SPOKEN BY MINISTER)

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to
believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure
hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and
comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: JERUSALEM THE GOLDEN CWH 889
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I know not, oh, I know not what joys a - wait us there,

where they who with their lead - er

have con-quered in the fight
There is the throne of

Da - vid, and there, from care re-leased,

The Aaronic Bless-
ing is the blessing
that Aaron and his
sons were to speak
over the people of
Israel, recorded in
Numbers 6:23-27.
The pastor offers the
same blessing to the
congregation as they
are about to con-
clude their worship.
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the

Lamb for - ev - er

the host of heav-en vyour
bless - ed,

glo-rious name to bless.

the Light that knows no end.

Text: Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent., abr., tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. Tune: Gustav Holst, 1874-1934 Text and tune:

Public domain
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WELS

Christ’s Love, Our Calling.
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The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God’s world the glory of
the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures.





