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Welcome to our Worship Center
God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament. 

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you. 
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VISITOR INFORMATION
New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined us 
today!  We invite you to stay after the service to chat 
and join us for coffee time.

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to 
get to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross 
of Glory by either:

Scanning this QR Code

--OR-- 

Emailing us at church. secre-
tary@crossofglory.org

CHURCH MAP

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
• Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby.
• Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A.
• Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from

their parents. We encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite
children to come forward for the Children’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to
bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord!arents to guthe service. We invite children to
come forward for the Children’s Message during the service. Lethe next generation in the Word of the Lord!

Oct 4 Speak Truth to Power Nov 1 Focus on the Future

Oct 11 Invite the Unworthy Nov 8 Watch for the Final Events

Oct 18 Give to God What is God's Nov 15 Put Your Affairs in Order

Oct 25 Stay Steadfast Nov 22 Hope for the best
	

Childbearing is excruciating. Yet each day countless women willingly become pregnant. They know that pain can 
be endured if it is temporary, with happier times coming immediately after. Likewise, the time between Christ’s 
first and second coming is full of hardship, especially for believers. How do we bear it? We remember that it is 
temporary. Happier times are coming! That truth is crystal clear on All Saints’ Day. On this day we remember every 
saint who has gone before us. We have in mind all those who had faith in Jesus, both the heroes of faith in Scrip-
ture and all faithful Christian family members. They all endured hardship and pain. But no more. Now they enjoy 
perfect glory, peace, and joy. It’s the beginning of the end, and we endure by remembering all the saints,
focusing on the future glory that awaits us.

The cartoon character holds a sign saying, “The End Is Near.” For Christians, this is not a message of fear. Instead, 
it is a message of watchful hope. Scripture teaches that the End Times began with Christ’s first coming, especially 
his death and resurrection. Christ will come again on judgment day. Now we live in that in-between time, when 
salvation has been won, but full glory is still to come. It’s the beginning of the end. Jesus himself makes clear that 
no one knows the day or hour of his return. This uncertainty is not meant to trouble us, but to keep us spiritually 
awake. Each day becomes an opportunity to live in repentance and faith, turning from sin and trusting fully in 
Christ’s finished work for us. Our preparation for the end is not about trying to predict signs or earn God’s favor. 
Instead, it is about remaining rooted in Jesus: hearing the Word, receiving the sacraments, and trusting the prom-
ises of forgiveness. These are God’s ways of keeping us ready. “The Beginning of the End” reminds us that history 
is moving toward our own death and toward Christ’s return. For believers, that end is truly a beginning. Our path 
through the last weeks of the church year is: 

Worship Focus
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Memorial Sunday

In Memorial	 Remembering Cross of Glory members called to heaven

M:	I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith.

C:		 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness. (2 Timothy 
4:7-8)

Faye Kennedy
M:	Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 

above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.
C:		 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. (Colossians 

3:1-2)

Phil Fidel
M:	The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks 

him;
C:		 it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. (Lamenta-

tions 3:25-26)

William Brooks

M:	For the LORD will ransom Jacob
C:		 and redeem them from the hand of those stronger than they. (Jere-

miah 31:11)

Juanita Word
M:	I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even 

though he dies;
C:		 And whoever lives and believes in me will never die. (John 11:25-26)

Opening Hymn: Holy God, We Praise Your Name	 CWH 953
Hymn of praise, 

prayer, or reflection 
on the season of the 

church year. 

We follow the advice 
of the Apostle Paul to  
“teach and admon-
ish one another with 
all wisdom through 
psalms, hymns, and 

songs from the Spirit, 
singing to God with 

gratitude in your 
hearts.”  

(Colossians 3:16)

We begin Memorial 
Services recalling 

members called to 
heaven this past year 
now living in the glo-

ry of Christ’s light.
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Text: Latin, c. 4th cent.; German version, Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774, abr.; tr. Clarence A. Walworth, 1820–
1900, alt. Tune: Katholisches Gesangbuch, Vienna, 1774, alt.Text and tune: Public domain

Remembrance of Baptism

M:	In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C:		 Amen.
 

M:	In Holy Baptism, we are clothed with the robe of Christ’s righteousness 
that covered all our sin. St. Paul affirms, “In Christ Jesus you are all chil-
dren of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ.”

	 The apostle also writes, “All of us who were baptized into Christ Je-
sus were baptized into his death. We were therefore buried with him 
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 
life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will cer-
tainly also be united with him in a resurrection like his.”

M:	Christ is risen!
C:		 He is risen, indeed!

God’s Comfort

M:	We have come together to seek God’s comfort in our sorrow and to 
rejoice in the promise of the resurrection. Grace and peace to you from 
God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ who said, “I am the res-
urrection and the life. Those who believe in me will live, even though 
they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.”

M:	The wages of sin is death,
C:		 but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The order of service 
for Christian Funeral 

begins with a re-
membrance of bap-
tism with Bible vers-

es from Galatians 
3:26-27 and Romans 
6:3-5 reminding the 
congregation that 

through baptism we 
are children of God 
and will be raised 
just as Christ was 

risen. 

We are further com-
forted and given the 
assurance by numer-
ous Bible verses (Ro-

mans 6:3-5; Galatians 
3:25-27; I Corinthians 
15:53-57; Colossians 
3:4)  that  a believer 
who dies in Christ 
will dwell with him 
forever in heaven. 
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M:	Death has been swallowed up in victory! Thanks be to God!
C:		 He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
M:	When Christ, who is our life, appears,
C:		 then we also will appear with him in glory.

Prayer of the Day

M:	Almighty God, you have knit your people together into one holy 
Church, the body of Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow the exam-
ple of your blessed saints in lives of faith and willing service and with 
them at last inherit the inexpressible joys that you have prepared for 
those who love you; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:		 Amen.

First Reading                                                                                             1 John 3:1–3	 
1See the kind of love the Father has given us that we should be called 
children of God, and that is what we are! The world does not know 
us, because it did not know him. 2Dear friends, we are children of God 
now, but what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that 
when he is revealed we will be like him, and we will see him as he 
really is. 3Everyone who has this hope purifies himself just as Jesus is 
pure.	

Psalm of the Day	 Psalm 149A 

The main thoughts 
of the day are collect-
ed or summarized in 

this short prayer. 

In love, God adopted 
us as his children, 
making us heirs of 

future glory.

The Book of Psalms 
was the Old Testa-
ment hymnbook, 
prayer and liturgy 
book. It was used 
by worshipers at 

the temple. Many 
of the Psalms are 
the basis for our 

hymns and part of 
our liturgy is taken 

from the Psalms. The 
word “Psalm” comes 
from the  Greek and 
means “a song sung 
to the accompani-
ment of a stringed 

instrument.” 
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Text (sts. 1, 3–4): Psalter, 1912, alt.; (Ref): Hal H. Hopson Tune: Hal H. Hopson; English Text (sts. 1, 3–4) and tune: Public do-
main Text (Ref) and tune: © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

The Children’s Message     (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor)	

 Gospel                                                                                                    Matthew 5:1–12

	  1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up onto a mountain. When he 
sat down, his disciples came to him. 2He opened his mouth and began to 
teach them. He said these things.
3Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
because theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, 
because they will be comforted. 
5Blessed are the gentle, 
because they will inherit the earth. 
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
because they will be filled. 
7Blessed are the merciful, 
because they will receive mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, 
because they will see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, 
because they will be called sons of God. 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
because theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
	  11Blessed are you when people insult you and persecute you and falsely 
say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, be-
cause great is your reward in heaven. In fact, that is how they persecuted 
the prophets who were before you.

Sorrow, hardship, 
and persecution are 
temporary. Eternal 

blessings are on the 
way.
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Hymn of the Day: Sing with All the Saints in Glory	 CWH 881

Text: William J. Irons, 1812–1883, alt. Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827 Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Revelation 7:9–17

	  9After these things I looked, and there was a great multitude that no 
one could count, from every nation, tribe, people, and language, standing 
in front of the throne and of the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and with 
palm branches in their hands. 10They called out with a loud voice and said:
Salvation comes from our God, who sits on the throne, and from the 
Lamb.
	  11All the angels stood around the throne, the elders, and the four living 
creatures. They fell on their faces before the throne and worshipped God, 
12saying:
Amen. Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power 
and might belong to our God forever and ever. Amen.

This hymn follows the 
theme of the read-
ings and sets the 

stage for the sermon. 

In the sermon the 
Pastor proclaims 
God's Word and 

applies that word 
to modern life and 

problems. He stress-
es both what God 

demands of us (the 
Law) and what God 
does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the 
Gospel). 
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	  13One of the elders spoke to me and said, “These people dressed in 
white robes, who are they and where did they come from?”
	  14And I answered him, “Sir, you know.”
	 And he said to me:
These are the ones who are coming out of the great tribulation.
They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.
15Because of this they are in front of the throne of God,
and they serve him day and night in his temple.
He who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them.
16They will never be hungry or thirsty ever again.
The sun will never beat upon them, nor will any scorching heat,
17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd.
He will lead them to springs of living water.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
        maker of heaven and earth,
        of all that is, seen and unseen.
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
        eternally begotten of the Father,
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
        begotten, not made,
        of one being with the Father.
    Through him all things were made.
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
        and became truly human.
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
    He suffered death and was buried.
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
    He ascended into heaven
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
        and his kingdom will have no end.
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
        the Lord, the giver of life,
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified,
        who has spoken through the prophets.
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

After hearing the 
word of God, the 

worshiper responds 
with this confession 

of faith. 

The Nicene Creed 
was written in 325 

A.D. to address false 
ideas about the di-

vinity of Jesus Christ. 
That explains why 
the second article 

of the Nicene Creed 
is longer than its 

counterpart in the 
Apostles’ Creed. 
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    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
    We look for the resurrection of the dead
        and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Song of the Season: Our God Will Go Before Us
Cantors sing Vs. 1-2; Congregation joins for Vs. 3-4

Our God will go before us 
and guide us by his presence. 
What confidence this promise 
is we will never walk alone.

Through unknown paths, through shadows, 
our hearts fear not tomorrow. 
For ev'ry step, his faithfulness 
is the truth that lights our way.

Refrain:
Our God will go before us; 
the Lord of Hosts is with us. 
Oh, praise the one who leads us on 
for his grace will bring us home.

Congregation sings:

This is a hymn se-
lected for the current 
church season that is 
generally new to our 
congregation, usual-
ly introduced first by 
a soloist, and repeat-
ed for several weeks 
to assist the congre-

gation in learning 
the hymn.
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Prayer	 (Spoken by Minister)

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place 
your offering in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary 
either before or after the service.  

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

    on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Offering: The gifts 
of Gods people are 
a response to God’s 
blessings. If God has 
moved you to thank 
him in this way, you 

can use this QR code 
to give an offering.

We speak to  God as 
our Father as Jesus 

taught us. 

(Matthew 6)
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Forgive us our sins,
  as we forgive those
  who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
  and the glory are yours
  now and forever. Amen.

Confession	 (Spoken Responsively)

M:	Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C:		 the maker of heaven and earth.
M:	Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness.
C:		 Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved 

you with all my heart. In what I have done and left undone, I have 
pursued my ways instead of your ways. I have not loved others as 
you command. For this I deserve your punishment now and forever. 
I am sorry for my sins. I repent of them. I beg for your mercy.

M:	Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his 
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the 
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by 
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:		 Amen.

Words of Institution	 (Spoken by Minister)

M:	Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”

 

		  Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is 
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.”

		  The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C:		 Amen.

The pastor speaks 
the words which 

Jesus spoke when he 
instituted the Supper 

with his disciples 
in the Upper Room. 

With these words the 
bread and wine are 
consecrated, that is, 
set apart for God's 
use in this special 

meal. 

“If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and 

just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify 

us from all unrigh-
teousness. “

(I John 1:9)
Christ said to his dis-
ciples, "If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they 

are forgiven". The 
pastor speaks for 

God and announces 
God's  forgiveness 

to those who made 
confession. 
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Communion Canticle: Jesus Sinners Does Receive	 CWH 654

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, Darm-
stadt, 1699 Text and tune: Public domain

Distribution of Sacrament
We follow the Scriptural practice of CLOSE COMMUNION.  If you have not com-
muned here prior to today, you should speak with our pastor before the service. 
We would like to help you establish the unity which comes from a common con-
fession of faith (1 Corinthians 10:17) before expressing that union together at the 
Lord’s Table. It is not our intent to judge hearts, but to remain faithful to the truth 
of God’s Word.  Those who have established that connection as members of 
sister WELS or ELS congregations may register by checking the box in the atten-
dance record book at the end of your row. Thank you for honoring our practice. 

Distribution Hymn: For All the Saints	 CWH 880

Gluten-free wafers 
are available on the 
small tables at the 

front .  

Alcohol-free white 
grape juice can be 

taken from the wine 
tray.

This is a hymn sung 
by the congregation 

during the distri-
bution of the Lord’s 

Supper.

This hymn  reminds 
those who are about 
to commune that Je-
sus said, “For I have 
not come to call the 
righteous, but sin-

ners.” (Matthew 
9:13) and that “in 
him we have re-

demption through 
his blood, the for-
giveness of sins, in 

accordance with the 
riches of God’s grace. 

(Ephesians 1:7)
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And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 
steals on the ear the distant triumph-song, 
and hearts are brave again and arms are strong. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia!

The golden evening brightens in the west; 
soon, soon, to faithful warriors cometh rest; 
sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia!

But, lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day: 
the saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
the King of glory passes on his way. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia!

From earth’s wide bounds, from ocean’s farthest coast, 
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
    Alleluia! Alleluia!
Text: William W. How, 1823–1897, alt. Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 Text and tune: Public domain

Song of Simeon Nunc Dimittis

The Nunc Dimittis 
("now dismiss") is also 
known as the "Song 
of  Simeon"  (Luke 
2: 29-32).  Through 
God's Word and 

Sacrament, we too 
have seen Christ, 
the Messiah.  Like 
aged Simeon who 

held the Christ-child 
in his arms as God 
had promised, we 
find divine peace 

and comfort through 
faith in the Savior.
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Blessing

M:	The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C:		 Amen.

Closing Hymn: There is a Higher Throne	 CWH 885

The Aaronic Bless-
ing is the blessing 
that Aaron and his 
sons were to speak 
over the people of 
Israel, recorded in 
Numbers 6:23–27. 

The pastor offers the 
same blessing to the 
congregation as they 

are about to con-
clude their worship.
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980  Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980 
Text and tune: © 2003 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

Personal Prayers For Communion 



Cross of Glory 
Lutheran Church & School

10111 W Jomax Road
Peoria, AZ 85383

The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God’s world the glory of 
the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures.
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