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VISITOR INFORMATION
New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined us 
today!  We invite you to stay after the service to chat 
and join us for coffee time.

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to 
get to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross 
of Glory by either:

Scanning this QR Code

--OR-- 

Emailing us at church. secre-
tary@crossofglory.org

CHURCH MAP

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
• Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby.
• Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A.
• Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from

their parents. We encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite
children to come forward for the Children’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to
bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord!arents to guthe service. We invite children to
come forward for the Children’s Message during the service. Lethe next generation in the Word of the Lord!

Oct 4 Speak Truth to Power Nov 1 Focus on the Future

Oct 11 Invite the Unworthy Nov 8 Watch for the Final Events

Oct 18 Give to God What is God's Nov 15 Put Your Affairs in Order

Oct 25 Stay Steadfast Nov 22 Hope for the best

Our path through the last weeks of the church year is: 

Don’t you hate it when someone has prepared an excellent meal, but travel delays mean that certain friends or rel-
atives don’t get to enjoy it? Sometimes there are no leftovers, and an opportunity is lost. God has prepared an ex-
traordinary spiritual meal for all people. It is received by faith. But it is not offered forever. The day will come when 
body and soul are separated, and those who do not believe in Jesus as their Savior will not share in his blessings. 
It’s the beginning of the end. Now is the time to issue the invitation! 

The cartoon character holds a sign saying, “The End Is Near.” For Christians, this is not a message of fear. Instead, 
it is a message of watchful hope. Scripture teaches that the End Times began with Christ’s first coming, especially 
his death and resurrection. Christ will come again on judgment day. Now we live in that in-between time, when 
salvation has been won, but full glory is still to come. It’s the beginning of the end. Jesus himself makes clear that 
no one knows the day or hour of his return. This uncertainty is not meant to trouble us, but to keep us spiritually 
awake. Each day becomes an opportunity to live in repentance and faith, turning from sin and trusting fully in 
Christ’s finished work for us. Our preparation for the end is not about trying to predict signs or earn God’s favor. 
Instead, it is about remaining rooted in Jesus: hearing the Word, receiving the sacraments, and trusting the prom-
ises of forgiveness. These are God’s ways of keeping us ready. “The Beginning of the End” reminds us that history 
is moving toward our own death and toward Christ’s return. For believers, that end is truly a beginning.

Worship Focus



-3-

Scripture & Song (Baptism)

Gathering Rite on Holy Baptism	 (CWH679 Sung Responses)

M:	We gather in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.

C:		 Amen.

Congregation Sings:

M:	I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is 
born of water and the Spirit.

C:		 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. (John 
3:5,6)

M:	Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers con-
ceived us. (Psalm 51:5)

C:		 But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  (1 Corin-
thians 6:11)

Congregation Sings:

God’s people long 
to gather together 
for strength from 

him and for mutual 
encouragement. 
The beginning of 

this worship service 
reminds us of the 

continual blessings 
of Baptism.

“Don’t you know that 
all of us who were 

baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized 
into his death? We 

were therefore 
buried with him 

through baptism 
into death in order 
that, just as Christ 

was raised from the 
dead through the 

glory of the Father, 
we too may live a 

new life.”

(Romans  6:3,4)
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M:	As baptized children of God, we confess our sins.
C:		 Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and 
that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I 
have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I de-
serve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sor-
ry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, 
have mercy on me, a sinner.

Congregation Sings:

M:	Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, 
cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to 
present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or 
any other blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, 
as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all  your 
sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C:		 Amen.

“If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and 

just and will forgive 
us our sins and purify 

us from all unrigh-
teousness. “

(I John 1:9)

Christ said to his dis-
ciples, "If you forgive 
anyone his sins, they 

are forgiven". The 
pastor speaks for 

God and announces 
God's  forgiveness 

to those who made 
confession. 
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Congregation Sings:

Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756; tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957 Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716Tune: Public domain

Catechism Review: First & Second Commandments         (Spoken Responsively)

M:	You shall have no other gods. 
		  What does this mean?
C:		 We should fear, love, and trust in God above all things.

M:	You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God.
		  What does this mean?
C:		 We should fear and love God that we do not use his name to curse, 

swear, lie, or deceive, or use witchcraft, but call upon God’s name in 
every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks.

Prayer of the Day	 (Spoken by Minister)

M:	Almighty God, you invite us to trust in you for our salvation. Deal with 
us not in the severity of your judgment but by the greatness of your 
mercy; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C:		 Amen.

TFor five centuries, 
Martin Luther’s 

Small Catechism has 
served as the basic 
instruction book for 
the church. It directs 
us to God’s Word and  

points to the only 
source for spiritual 
life, the Means of 
Grace: the Word 

and Sacraments.  As 
lifelong students of 
the Catechism, we 

review these import-
ant truths from God’s 
Word as we continue 

to grow in a deep 
appreciation for all 
that Jesus has done 

as our Savior. 1 

1	

The main thoughts 
of the day are collect-
ed or summarized in 

this short prayer. 
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First Reading	 Isaiah 25:6–9

6On this mountain 
the Lord of Armies will prepare for all peoples 
a banquet of rich food, 
a banquet of aged wines, 
with the best cuts of meat, 
and with the finest wines. 
7On this mountain 
he will destroy the shroud that covers all peoples, 
the burial cloth stretched over all nations. 
8He has swallowed up death forever! 
The Lord God will wipe away the tears from every face. 
He will take away the shame of his people throughout the earth. 
For the Lord has spoken.
9On that day it will be said, 
“Look, here is our God! 
We waited for him, and he saved us! 
This is the Lord! 
We waited for him. 
Let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation!”

Psalm 84	 (Spoken Responsively)

M:	How lovely is your dwelling place,
C:		 Lord Almighty!
M:	My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord;
C:		 my heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.
M:	Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
C:		 they are ever praising you.
M:	Better is one day in your courts
C:		 than a thousand elsewhere;
M:	I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
C:		 than dwell in the tents of the wicked.
M:	Lord Almighty,
C:		 blessed is the one who trusts in you.

The Children’s Message	 (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor)

Second Reading	 Romans 1:16-17

 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God 
for salvation to everyone who believes—to the Jew first, and also to the 
Greek. 17For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed by faith, 
for faith, just as it is written, “The righteous will live by faith.”We proclaim that we 

are saved through 
faith alone.

The Book of Psalms 
was the Old Testa-
ment hymnbook, 
prayer and liturgy 
book. It was used 
by worshipers at 

the temple. Many 
of the Psalms are 
the basis for our 

hymns and part of 
our liturgy is taken 

from the Psalms. The 
word “Psalm” comes 
from the  Greek and 
means “a song sung 
to the accompani-
ment of a stringed 

instrument.” 

The prophet Isaiah 
describes the heav-
enly banquet which 
is entered through 

faith in God and his 
salvation.
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Sermon Hymn: Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness	 CWH 573

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700–1760, abr.; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–1791, alt.Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893 
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Matthew 22:1–14

	  1Jesus spoke to them again in parables. He said, 2“The kingdom of 
heaven is like a certain king who prepared a wedding banquet for his 
son. 3He sent out his servants to summon those who were invited to 
the wedding banquet, but they did not want to come.
	  4“Then he sent out other servants and said, ‘Tell those who are invit-
ed: Look, I have prepared my dinner. My oxen and my fattened cattle 
have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 
banquet!’
	  5“But those who were invited paid no attention and went off, one to 
his own farm, another to his business. 6The rest seized the king’s ser-
vants, mistreated them, and killed them. 7As a result, the king was very 
angry. He sent his army and killed those murderers and burned their 
town.
	  8“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but 
those who were invited were not worthy. 9So go to the main cross-
roads and invite as many as you find to the wedding banquet.’ 10Those 
servants went out to the roads and gathered together everyone 
they found, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with 
guests. 11But when the king came in to see the guests, he saw a man 
there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12He said to him, ‘Friend, 
how did you get in here without wearing wedding clothes?’ The man 
was speechless. 13Then the king told the servants, ‘Tie him hand and 
foot and throw him into the outer darkness where there will be weep-
ing and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but few are chosen.”

This hymn follows the 
theme of the read-
ings and sets the 

stage for the sermon. 

In the sermon the 
Pastor proclaims 
God's Word and 

applies that word 
to modern life and 

problems. He stress-
es both what God 

demands of us (the 
Law) and what God 
does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the 
Gospel). 
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Apostles' Creed	                                                                                   (Spoken in Unison)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth.

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,

      suffered under Pontius Pilate,
      was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven
      and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
      the holy Christian Church,
	 the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,
      the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Song of the Season: Every Promise of Your Word

After hearing the 
word of God, the 

worshiper responds 
with this confession 

of faith. 

The Apostles’ Creed, 
developed over 

hundreds of years in 
the early Christian 

church, is a brief and 
simple statement of 
gospel truths taught 

by the apostles. 
Christians used it to 
tell others what they 
believed and also to 

confess their faith 
with one another as 
they met for worship. 

This is a hymn se-
lected for the current 
church season that is 
generally new to our 
congregation, usual-
ly introduced first by 
a soloist, and repeat-
ed for several weeks 
to assist the congre-

gation in learning 
the hymn.
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Prayer	 (Spoken by Minister)

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, 
please place your offering in the receptacle at one of the two entranc-
es to the sanctuary either before or after the service. 

Offering: The gifts 
of Gods people are 
a response to God’s 
blessings. If God has 
moved you to thank 
him in this way, you 

can use this QR code 
to give an offering.
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Lord’s Prayer	 (Spoken in Unison)

Our Father in heaven,
  hallowed be your name,
  your kingdom come,
  your will be done
    on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
  as we forgive those
  who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
  and the glory are yours
  now and forever. Amen.

Blessing and Response	 (Response Sung by Congregation)

M:	We praise you, O God of heaven and earth, that you have so richly 
lavished us with your free love and unearned salvation, in Jesus Christ 
your Son, our Lord:

Sung by Congregation:

M:	The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.

We speak to  God as 
our Father as Jesus 

taught us. 

(Matthew 6)

In the Blessing and 
Response, the minis-

ter speaks a sum-
mary of Ephesians 
1. The congregation 
responds by singing 
the doxology (song 

of praise). Finally, the 
minister speaks the 
Apostolic Blessing. 
This is the blessing 
which the apostle 
Paul spoke as he 

concluded his second 
letter to the church 

at Corinth.   

 (2 Corinthians 13:14)
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Ensemble: Hymn of Heaven        Words & Music by Phil WIckham, Brian Johnson, 
Bill Johnson & Chris Davenport

Congregation joins for final verse and refrains

How I long to breathe the air of heaven
where pain is gone and mercy fills the streets.
To look upon the one who bled to save me,
and walk with him for all eternity.

Refrain:
There will be a day when all will bow before him.
There will be a day when death will be no more;
standing face to face with he who died and rose again.
Holy, holy is the Lord.

And every prayer we prayed in desperation, 
the songs of faith we sang through doubt and fear.
In the end, we'll see that it was worth it
when He returns to wipe away our tears. (Refrain)

And on that day, we join the resurrection,
and stand beside the heroes of the faith.
With one voice, a thousand generations
sing, "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain!"

Sung by Congregation:
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ways to serve

Weekly qr code 

PLEASE SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW TO ACCESS OUR weekly NEWSLETTER. iF YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE THE MONTLY/WEEKLY NEWSLETTER BY EMAIL, PLEASE EMAIL 

TRACY AT : CHURCH.SECRETARY@CROSSOFGLORY.ORG
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Cross of Glory 
Lutheran Church & School

10111 W Jomax Road
Peoria, AZ 85383

 

The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God’s world the glory of 
the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures.
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