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GROWING IN FAITH — LIVING IN GRACE — SHARING HIS GLORY

God defines a church as people gathering around Word and Sacrament.
As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.



WORSHIP FOCUS

The opening lines of the United States Declaration of Independence boldly assert

that certain truths are “self-evident"—truths accessible to human reason and widely
recognized by observation of the world. Among these are that all people are created
equal and possess unalienable rights such as life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.
The founders appealed to principles they believed reasonable people could recognize
simply by reflecting on human nature and justice. These truths were meant to be ob-
vious, clear to the mind, and persuasive in the public square. Lutherans, however, note
that the most important truths revealed in the Bible are not self-evident at all. In fact,
they frequently appear surprising or even contrary to human expectations. Scripture
teaches that humanity is not naturally good but deeply sinful. It declares that salvation
cannot be achieved through human effort but comes entirely by God's grace. Most un-
expected of all is the message that God brings forgiveness and eternal life through the
suffering and death of Jesus Christ. Biblical truth is revealed by God rather than discov-
ered by reason alone. While some truths may seem obvious to human judgment, the
truths of the Bible are often unexpected.

Our path through this Pentecost set of services is:

Aug 16 The Church is for All People Sep 13 Forgiveness is for Me
Aug 23  The Son of Man is God Sep 20 Grace is Amazing
Aug 30  Cross Comes Before the Crown Sep 27 Real Repentance Looks Different

Sep 6 | am My Brother's Keeper

Forgiveness does not come naturally to human beings. It is expected that humans will defend themselves, lash
out when attacked, hold grudges, and bite back. So, when human beings hear that they are forgiven, they may
even be suspicious or skeptical.

Jesus tells a parable that contrasts the forgiveness of God with our own unforgiving sinful nature. God forgives
our huge debt. Who can comprehend such unexpected mercy? Certainly not unmerciful servants, who refuse to
forgive small debts. Have mercy on us, Lord, and teach us to forgive like you!
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN
Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby.

Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger accompanied by adult in Classroom A.

Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from
their parents. We encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite
children to come forward for the Children’s Message during the service. Let's work together to
bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord!




SCRIPTURE AND SONG (WORD)

GATHERING RITE ON THE WORD OF GOD

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: Oh, how I love your law!
C: | meditate on it all day long.
M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies.
C: for they are ever with me.
M: | have more insight than all my teachers,
C: for | meditate on your statutes.
M: How sweet are your words to my taste.
C: sweeter than honey for my mouth.
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, cor-

recting, and training in righteousness,
C: So that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every
good work.

(CWHO633 SUNG RESPONSES)

God'’s people long
to gather together
for strength from
him and for mutual
encouragement.
The beginning of
this worship service
focuses on the Word
of God and its power
to bring us to faith.

“And we also
thank God con-
tinually because,
when you received
the word of God,
which you heard
from us, you ac-
cepted it not as a
human word, but
as it actually is,
the word of God,
which is indeed at
work in you who
believe. “

(1 Thessalonians 2:13)

L

“If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and
just and will forgive
us our sins and purify
us from all unrigh-
teousness. “

(I John 1:9)




Christ said to his dis-
ciples, "If you forgive
anyone his sins, they
are forgiven'. The
pastor speaks for
God and announces
God's forgiveness
to those who made
confession.

M: Yet so often we have despised God's Word and failed to gladly hear and
learn it. For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his
forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, | confess that | am by nature sinful and
that | have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. | have
done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this | deserve
your punishment both now and in eternity. But | am truly sorry for
my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, | pray: Lord, have
mercy on me, a sinner.
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M: God gave his Word so “That you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the
Son of God, that by believing you may have life in his name. The Scrip-
tures testify about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the
cross to pay for all your sins, and rose again to assure you of your salva-
tion. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974, Stuart Townend, b. 1963Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974, Stuart Townend, b. 1963 Text and tune: © 2006
Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OnelLicense no. 711716

CATECHISM REVIEW: RECEPTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER (SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY)

M: Who, then, is properly prepared to receive this sacrament?

C: Fasting and other outward preparations may serve a good pur-
pose, but he is properly prepared who believes these words: “Giv-
en” and “poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.”

But whoever does not believe these words or doubts them is not
prepared, because the words “for you” require nothing but hearts
that believe.

PRAYER OF THE DAY (SPOKEN BY MINISTER)

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, you graciously forgive us all our sins and
abundantly provide for all our needs of body and soul. Give us confi-
dence in your mercy, and teach us also to be merciful to our neighbor,
that we willingly forgive all people, and judging only ourselves, lead
blessed lives to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C: Amen.
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For five centuries,
Martin Luther’s
Small Catechism has
served as the basic
instruction book for
the church. It directs
us to God'’s Word and
points to the only
source for spiritual
life, the Means of
Grace: the Word
and Sacraments. As
lifelong students of
the Catechism, we
review these import-
ant truths from God'’s
Word as we continue
to grow in a deep
appreciation for all
that Jesus has done
as our Savior.

e

The main thoughts
of the day are collect-
ed or summarized in
this short prayer.
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Joseph was quick to
forgive his brothers.
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The Book of Psalms
was the Old Testa-
ment hymnbook,
prayer and liturgy
book. It was used
by worshipers at
the temple. Many
of the Psalms are
the basis for our
hymns and part of
our liturgy is taken
from the Psalms. The
word “Psalm” comes
from the Greek and
means “a song sung
to the accompani-
ment of a stringed
instrument.”
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Kindness, compas-
sion, and forgiveness
are marks of God'’s
Church.

FIRST READING

PSALM OF THE DAY: PSALM 103

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

SECO
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GENESIS 50:15-21

BWhen Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It
may be that Joseph will hate us and will pay us back in full for all of the
evil that we did to him.”

*They sent the following message to Joseph: “Before he died your father
commanded us, "'You are to tell Joseph, “Please forgive the offense of
your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.” Now, please
forgive the offense of the servants of the God of your father.”

Joseph wept when they spoke to him.

His brothers also came and fell down in front of him, and they said,
“See now, we are your servants.”

¥Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am | in the place of God?
2%You meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring this to
pass and to keep many people alive, as it is this day. ?’Now therefore, do
not be afraid. | will nourish you and your little ones.” He comforted them
and spoke to them in a kind way.

(SPOKEN RESPONSIVELY)

Praise the LORD, my soul;
all my inmost being, praise his holy name—
who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and compassion,
who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
: The LORD is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love.
: He does not treat us as our sins deserve
or repay us according to our iniquities.
: For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him;
: as far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

(ALL CHILDREN ARE INVITED TO SIT IN FRONT WITH PASTOR)

ND READING EPHESIANS 4:29—5:2

Do not let any unwholesome talk come from your mouths. Say only
what is beneficial when there is a need to build up others, so that it will
be a blessing to those who hear. *°Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God,
with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 'Get rid of every
kind of bitterness, rage, anger, quarreling, and slander, along with every




kind of malice. *2Instead, be kind and compassionate to one another,
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ has forgiven us.
'Therefore, be imitators of God as his dearly loved children. 2And walk in
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, as a fragrant offer-

ing and sacrifice to God.
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The refrain for Vs. 3 is sung twice.

Text: Matt Boswell, b. 1979; Matt Papa, b. 1983 Tune: Matt Boswell, b. 1979; Matt Papa, b. 1983
Text and tune: © 2016 Getty Music Songs, Messenger Hymns, and Love Your Enemies Publishing, admin. MusicServices.
org. Used by permission: OnelLicense no. 711716

This hymn follows the
theme of the read-
ings and sets the
stage for the sermon.




In the sermon the
Pastor proclaims
God's Word and

applies that word

to modern life and
problems. He stress-

es both what God
demands of us (the
Law) and what God
does for us through

Jesus Christ (the

Gospel).
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After hearing the
Word of God, we

respond with our

confession of faith.

Today, we confess
the first article of
The Apostles’ Creed,
which focuses on the
first person of the
Trinity, God the Fa-
ther, the all-powerful
creator of all things
who is the provider
of all we need. The
explanation is taken
from Luther’s Small
Catechism.

APOSTLES' CREED

SERMON MATTHEW 18:21-35

2Then Peter came up and asked Jesus, “Lord, how many times must |
forgive my brother when he sins against me? As many as seven times?”
22Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but | tell you as many as seven-
ty-seven times. 2For this reason the kingdom of heaven is like a king
who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. *When he began to
settle them, a man who owed him ten thousand talents was brought
to him. ?Because the man was not able to pay the debt, his master
ordered that he be sold, along with his wife, children, and all that he
owned to repay the debt.

2%Then the servant fell down on his knees in front of him, saying, ‘Mas-
ter, be patient with me, and | will pay you everything! 22The master of
that servant had pity on him, released him, and forgave him the debt.
28*But when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants
who owed him one hundred denarii. He grabbed him and began chok-
ing him, saying, ‘Pay me what you owe!'

2“So his fellow servant fell down and begged him, saying, ‘Be patient
with me, and | will pay you back!" *°But he refused. Instead he went off
and threw the man into prison until he could pay back what he owed.
S"When his fellow servants saw what had happened, they were very
distressed. They went and reported to their master everything that had
taken place.

32Then his master called him in and said to him, ‘You wicked servant!

| forgave you all that debt when you begged me to. **Should you not
have had mercy on your fellow servant just as | had mercy on you?' **His
master was angry and handed him over to the jailers until he could pay
back everything he owed.

3%This is what my heavenly Father will also do to you unless each one of
you forgives his brother from his heart.”

(SPOKEN IN UNISON)

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church,




the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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let me Dbe sing-ing when the eve-ning comes.
ten thou-sand rea-sons for my heart to find.
ten thou-sand years and then for - ev - er - more.

Text: Jonas Myrin, b. 1982, Matt Redman, b. 1974 Tune: Jonas Myrin, b. 1982; Matt Redman, b. 1974

Text and tune: © 2011 Thankyou MusicAtlas Mountain SongsWorship Together Songssixsteps Music, admin. CapitolCMG-

Publishing,com. Used by permission: One License no. 711716-A

This is a hymn se-
lected for the current
church season that is
generally new to our
congregation, usual-
ly introduced first by
a soloist, and repeat-
ed for several weeks
to assist the congre-

gation in learning

the hymn.




Offering: The gifts
of Gods people are
a response to God'’s

blessings. If God has
moved you to thank
him in this way, you
can use this QR code
to give an offering.

We speak to God as
our Father as Jesus

taught us.

(Matthew 6)

In the Blessing and
Response, the minis-
ter speaks a sum-
mary of Ephesians
1. The congregation
responds by singing
the doxology (song
of praise). Finally, the
minister speaks the
Apostolic Blessing.
This is the blessing
which the apostle
Paul spoke as he
concluded his second
letter to the church
at Corinth.

(2 Corinthians 13:14)

PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING AND RESPONSE

Son, our Lord:

SUNG BY CONGREGATION:

(SPOKEN BY MINISTER)

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please

place your offering in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the
sanctuary either before or after the service.

(SPOKEN IN UNISON)

(RESPONSE SUNG BY CONGREGATION)

M: We praise you, O God of heaven and earth, that you have so richly lav-
ished us with your free love and unearned salvation, in Jesus Christ your
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M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: OH, HOW GOOD IT IS CWH 731
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Ross Holmes, b. 1984, Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Ross
Holmes, Stuart Townend

Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974, Ross Holmes, b. 1984; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980

Text: © 2012 Getty Music Publishing (BMI), Parakeet Boots Music (ASCAP), Townend Songs, admin. Music Services . Used by
permission: OnelLicense no. 711716

Text and tune: © 2012 Getty Music Publishing (BMI), Parakeet Boots Music (ASCAP), Townend Songs, admin. MusicServices.
org, Inc. Used by permission: OnelLicense no. 711716
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The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God'’s world the glory of
the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures.






