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Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory 

Welcome to our Worship Center 
God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament.  

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.  
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

◼ Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby. 

◼ Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A. 

◼ Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We 

encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite children to come forward for the Chil-

dren’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord! 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined us 

today!  We invite you to stay after the service to chat and 

join us for coffee time. 

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to get 

to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross of Glory 

by either: 

◼ Using the friendship register at the end of each row 

to connect with us today.   

◼ Emailing us at church. secretary@crossofglory.org 

CHURCH MAP 

 Worship Focus 

CHRISTIANS ARE PLANTED BY THE WORD  Planting seed by hand can be extraordinary. In your hand, the seed looks 

lifeless and insignificant. You put the seed into the soil, and suddenly, all by itself, the seed germinates and sprouts 

and reaches to the sun. Except when it doesn’t! Plant multiple seeds, and often only some will grow. The Bible de-

scribes Christians as planted by the Word. Why do some people grow in faith, and not others? What makes Christians 

different? The Bible describes the supernatural process by which God calls people to faith through the gospel. He 

promises that his Word always accomplishes his purpose. It is powerful all on its own, without our help. As we grow in 

faith, we give God thanks for the miracle of his work in our lives.  

The Bible says Christians are different. Christians are people who believe in Jesus 

as their Savior. But they often look the same as those who do not believe in Je-

sus. How are Christians different? The answer is often something internal, atti-

tudes or perspectives that come only from the work of the Holy Spirit in Word 

and sacrament. Ultimately, Christians are people who run to Christ for for-

giveness because they have failed to live perfect lives. As we receive the mercy 

of Christ, it moves us to strive with all our being to do all the things that Jesus 

says Christians do, things that make Christians different. 

Jul 5 Christians Find Rest in Jesus Jul 26 Christians Seek Spiritual Wealth  

Jul 12 Christians Are Planted by the Word Aug 2 Christians Trust God to Provide  

Jul 19 Christians Live as Wheat Among Weeds Aug 9 Christians Answer Doubt With Faith  



- 3 - 

Opening Hymn: We Walk by Faith CWH 830 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Alford, 1810–1871, alt. Tune: Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1984, 2006 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Greeting (Spoken Responsively) 

M:   Grace and peace to you from God our Father, and his Son, Jesus Christ. 

C:   Amen. 

Confession and Absolution (Spoken Responsively) 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 

as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.   

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and inno-

cent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.   You are 

his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen.  

Service of the Word  
 

Christ said to his disci-

ples, "If you forgive 

anyone his sins, they 

are forgiven". The pas-

tor speaks for God and 

announces God's  for-

giveness to those who 

made confession.  

Hymn of praise, prayer, 

or reflection on the 

season of the church 

year.  

We follow the advice of 

the Apostle Paul to  

“teach and admonish 

one another with all 

wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and 

songs from the Spirit, 

singing to God with 

gratitude in your 

hearts.”   

(Colossians 3:16) 

The greeting used by 

St. Paul perfectly sum-

marizes Christianity.   

“If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. “ 

(I John 1:9) 
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Prayer and Praise (Spoken by Minister; Sung response by Congregation) 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

 
  

Prayer of the Day (Spoken by Minister) 

M: Blessed Lord, since you have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 

learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 

them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 

life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

First Reading Isaiah 55:6–11 

6Seek the Lord while he may be found; 

 call on him while he is near. 
7Let the wicked forsake their ways 

 and the unrighteous their thoughts. 

Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them, 

 and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 
8“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 neither are your ways my ways,” 

declares the Lord. 

 

This hymn of praise 

gives the congregation 

the opportunity to 

praise God and express 

joy because Jesus is our 

victorious Savior.  

The main thoughts of 

the day are collected or 

summarized in this 

short prayer.  

God’s Word produces 

the fruit that God de-

sires.  
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9“As the heavens are higher than the earth, 

 so are my ways higher than your ways 

 and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
10As the rain and the snow 

 come down from heaven, 

and do not return to it 

 without watering the earth 

and making it bud and flourish, 

 so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 
11so is my word that goes out from my mouth: 

 It will not return to me empty, 

but will accomplish what I desire 

 and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 

Psalm Psalm 65B  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith  Tune: George J. Elvey Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 Tune: Public domain 

The Children's Message (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor) 

 

 

The Book of Psalms was 

the Old Testament 

hymnbook, prayer and 

liturgy book. It was 

used by worshipers at 

the temple.  Many of 

the Psalms are the basis 

for our hymns and part 

of our liturgy is taken 

from the Psalms. The 

word “Psalm” comes 

from the  Greek and 

means “a song sung to 

the accompaniment of 

a stringed instrument.”  
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Second Reading 1 Corinthians 3:5–11 

 5What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you 

came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6I planted the seed, Apollos 

watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7So neither the one who plants nor the 

one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8The one who 

plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded ac-

cording to their own labor. 9For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, 

God’s building. 

 10By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as a wise builder, and someone 

else is building on it. But each one should build with care. 11For no one can lay any 

foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation                                                                                             Isaiah 55:11 

M: Alleluia. My word will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire 

and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. Alleluia.  

 

 

 

  

Sermon Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation CWH 855 

 

 

We sow the seed of 

God’s Word, but only 

he can make it grow.  

This hymn follows the 

theme of the readings 

and sets the stage for 

the sermon.  

A verse from the holy 

scriptures is usually 

spoken in preparation 

for the reading of the 

Gospel which is read as 

the second reading or 

as part of the sermon. 

The sung response is 

taken from John 20:31. 
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Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839–1900, abr., alt. Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810–1876 Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon                            Faith Planted By the Word                  Matthew 13:1–9,18–23                                                               

 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2Such large crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on 

the shore. 3Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to 

sow his seed. 4As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds 

came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It 

sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came up, the plants 

were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among 

thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8Still other seed fell on good soil, where 

it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9Whoever has 

ears, let them hear.” 

 18“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19When anyone hears the mes-

sage about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 

away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20The seed 

falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it 

with joy. 21But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or per-

secution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22The seed falling among 

the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the 

deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it unfruitful. 23But the seed falling on 

good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one 

who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.” 

 

 

In the sermon the Pas-

tor proclaims God's 

Word and applies that 

word to modern life 

and problems. He 

stresses both what God 

demands of us (the 

Law) and what God 

does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).  
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Apostles' Creed (Spoken in Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Song of the Season: O Lord, My Rock and My Redeemer CWH 539 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a hymn selected 

for the current church 

season that is generally 

new to our congrega-

tion, usually introduced 

first by a soloist, and 

repeated for several 

weeks to assist the 

congregation in learn-

ing the hymn. 

After hearing the word 

of God, the worshiper 

responds with this con-

fession of faith.  

The Apostles’ Creed, 

developed over hun-

dreds of years in the 

early Christian church, 

is a brief and simple 

statement of gospel 

truths taught by the 

apostles. Christians 

used it to tell others 

what they believed and 

also to confess their 

faith with one another 

as they met for wor-

ship.  
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Text: Nathan Stiff, b. 1985 Tune: Nathan Stiff, b. 1985  Text and tune: © 2017 Sovereign Grace Worship, admin.  
IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Prayer (Spoken by Minister) 

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offer-

ing in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after 

the service.  

The Lord's Prayer (Spoken in Unison) 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Closing Prayer (Spoken by Minister) 

M:   Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 

and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 

may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 

death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

We speak to  God as 
our Father as Jesus 

taught us. (Matthew 6) 

Guests and Members 

We are so glad you 

worshipped with us 

today! Please use this 

QR code to let us know 

you joined us. 

Offering: The gifts of 

Gods people are a re-

sponse to God’s bless-

ings. If God has moved 

you to thank him in this 

way, you can use this 

QR code to give an 

offering. 

Vs. 3: Repeat last phrase 
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Blessing (Spoken by Minister) 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn: God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage CWH 640 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783–1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, alt.Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863–1924 Text and tune: Public domain 
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The Aaronic Blessing is 

the blessing that Aaron 

and his sons were to 

speak over the people 

of Israel, recorded in 

Numbers 6:23–27. The 

pastor offers the same 

blessing to the congre-

gation as they are 

about to conclude their 

worship. 
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Ways to Serve  

Weekly QR Code/Newsletter  

Please scan the QR code below to access our weekly newsletter. 

If you would like to receive the monthly /weekly newsletter by email, please email Tracy at: 

church.secretary@crossofglory.org  

Quarterly Voters Meeting  

Sunday, July 26 | 10:30 a.m. 

Please plan to join us for our Quarterly Voters' Meeting, which will include two significant agenda items: 

1. A 30–45 minute brainstorming session as we prayerfully consider where God may be leading Church of 
Grace (CoG) over the next 3–5 years. 

2. Our fiscal year-end review. 
 

We encourage all members to consider joining so we can get as much input as possible on possible direc-
tions forward for the amazing ministry God is giving to us  



The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God’s 

world the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 

Cross of Glory  
Lutheran Church & School 

10111 W Jomax Road 
Peoria, AZ 85383 


