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Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory 

Welcome to our Worship Center 
God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament.  

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.  
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

◼ Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby. 

◼ Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A. 

◼ Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We 

encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite children to come forward for the Chil-

dren’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord! 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined us 

today!  We invite you to stay after the service to chat and 

join us for coffee time. 

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to get 

to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross of Glory 

by either: 

◼ Using the friendship register at the end of each row 

to connect with us today.   

◼ Emailing us at church. secretary@crossofglory.org 

CHURCH MAP 

 Worship Focus 

I can walk through a cemetery where loved ones are buried. What do I feel? Sadness as I think 

of their departure? Fear that I will soon join them? Without the resurrection of Jesus, I fear 

death and I continue to cry.  

But he lives, and it makes a difference. Jesus is the resurrection first fruits for the harvest of 

humanity. Dead is not dead forever. Death is not final at all! My deceased Christian loved ones 

are not gone forever. I will see them again. Jesus will do what he promised. He dries my tears. 

He takes away my fears.  

Our journey through the Easter season takes this path: 

 

 

 

 

 

HE LIVES TO RULE ALL THINGS FOR THE CHURCH  Without the resurrection of Jesus, we would have to wonder who 

oversees the world. At times the world seems so chaotic. People claim to be in charge but they have limited power and 

strange ideas. Many of the ideas are harmful for Christians. Leaders seem to lead without acknowledging Jesus. But he 

lives, and it makes a difference. Jesus is head over everything for the Church. At the time of Ascension, he takes his prop-

er place. The Festival of the Ascension is one of the oldest and most joyful celebrations in the Christian Church. It will be 

observed by Christians until Christ returns to take us to be with him.  

Apr 12 He lives to give me proof and peace 

Apr 19 He lives to restore my hope 

Apr  26 He lives to be my Good Shepherd 

May 3 He lives to be the only way to heaven 

May 10 He lives to call me to live for him 

May 17 He lives  to rule all things for the Church 

May 24 He lives to pour out his Spirit 
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Gathering Rite on Worship (Spoken Responsively;  

Sung Responses  “Oh, What High and Holy Privilege”) 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

M: I was glad when they said to me,  

C:  Let us go to the house of the Lord!   

 Sung by Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

God’s People Gather and Lord’s Supper 
 

God’s people  long to 

gather together for 

strength from him and 

for mutual encourage-

ment. The beginning of 

this worship service 

focuses on the gather-

ing of God's people to 

receive his gifts of 

Word and sacrament 

and to respond with 

praise, thanksgiving, 

and service. It's a time 

for believers to be spir-

itually fed and 

strengthened in their 

faith.   
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M: That you would allow us to gather in worship not out of duty but with joy and 

delight,  

C: We praise you, Lord!  

M: That you would bring us to a place where you promise to meet your people,  

C: We praise you, Lord!  

M: For the blessing of seeing the sacred symbols of your house and the mutual en-

couragement found in seeing one another,  

C: We praise you, Lord!  

M: For being with us in all places and through all situations, and bringing us to-

gether as members of one body of Christ,  

C: We praise you, Lord! 

Sung by Congregation: 
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M: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C:  the maker of heaven and earth. 

M: Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 

C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I confess to you that I have not loved you 

with all my heart. In what I have done and left undone; I have pursued my 

ways instead of your ways. I have not loved others as you command. For 

this I deserve your punishment now and forever. 

I am sorry for my sins. I repent of them. I beg for your mercy. Forgive us 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, who suffered and died for us. Cleanse me 

from my sins. Release me from my guilt. Grant me your Holy Spirit to 

amend my sinful life. 

M:  Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven.” Do 

you believe this? 

C: Yes, I believe. 

M: In the name and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

I forgive you all your sins. 

C: Amen. 

Sung by Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ said to his disci-

ples, "If you forgive 

anyone his sins, they 

are forgiven". The pas-

tor speaks for God and 

announces God's  for-

giveness to those who 

made confession.  

“If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. “ 
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Holy Baptism                                                                                   Wyatt Sean Casper 

Kalli Eileen Casper 

Oliver David Flateau 

Hymn of Response: Baptized in Water     Congregation sings Vs. 1,2 and 4 

Ensemble sings Vs. 3                                 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 

cleansed by the blood of Christ our King: 

Heirs of salvation, trusting his promise, 

faithfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 

dead in the tomb with Christ our King: 

One with his rising, freed and forgiven, 

thankfully now God's praise we sing. 
 

Ensemble: 
 

You cleanse me, Lord with this water of grace; 

your Holy Spirit now dwelling in me. 

Now I’m your child, I will live for your glory, 

sharing your gift of eternity. 
 

Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit, 

marked with the sign of Christ our King: 

Born of one Father, we are his children, 

joyfully now God's praise we sing. 
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First Reading                                                                                                 Acts 1:1–11 

1In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 

teach 2until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 

Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3After his suffering, he presented himself to 

them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a 

period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4On one occasion, while he 

was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait 

for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5For John bap-

tized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

 6Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 

restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

 7He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by 

his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 

the earth.” 

 9After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him 

from their sight. 
10They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two 

men dressed in white stood beside them. 11“Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you 

stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 

heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

The Children's Message (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor) 

Gospel                                                                                                                                        Luke 24:44–53 

 44He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must 

be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

 45Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46He told 

them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the 

third day, 47and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to 

all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things. 49I am going to 

send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed 

with power from on high.” 

 50When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 

blessed them. 51While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into 

heaven. 52Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53And 

they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

Jesus ascends to rule 

over all things as his 

Church serves as his 

witnesses.  

 

Before he ascends, 

Jesus promises to send 

the disciples power 

from on high to carry 

out the mission of the 

Church.  
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Hymn of the Day: A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing CWH 472 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: The Venerable Bede, 673–735, abr.; tr. Composite  Tune: Geistliche Kirchengesäng, Köln, 1623 Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon                                                                                                         Ephesians 1:15–23 

15For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 

for all God’s people, 16I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 

prayers. 17I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 

give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18I pray 

that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 

which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19and 

his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty 

strength 20he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, 

and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to 

 

In the sermon the Pas-

tor proclaims God's 

Word and applies that 

word to modern life 

and problems. He 

stresses both what God 

demands of us (the 

Law) and what God 

does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).  

This hymn follows the 

theme of the readings 

and sets the stage for 

the sermon.  
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come. 22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 

everything for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything 

in every way. 

     The Nicene Creed (Spoken in Unison) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

After hearing the word 

of God, the worshiper 

responds with this con-

fession of faith.  

The Nicene Creed was 

written in 325 A.D. to 

address false ideas 

about the divinity of 

Jesus Christ. That ex-

plains why the second 

article of the Nicene 

Creed is longer than its 

counterpart in the 

Apostles’ Creed.  
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Song of the Season: I Know that My Redeemer Lives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This is a hymn selected 

for the current church 

season that is generally 

new to our congrega-

tion, usually introduced 

first by a soloist, and 

repeated for several 

weeks to assist the 

congregation in learn-

ing the hymn. 
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Prayer (Spoken by Minister) 

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offer-

ing in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after 

the service.  

Lord's Prayer (Spoken in Unison) 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Holy Communion 

The Preparation (Spoken Responsively) 

M: I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree with one another, 

C:  so that there may be no divisions among you, and that you may be per-

fectly united in mind and thought. (1 Cor. 1:10)  

M: Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the 

blood of Christ? 

C:  And is not the bread that we break, a participation in the body of Christ? 

M: Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body:  

C:  for we all partake of the one loaf. (1 Cor 10:16-17)  

 

Guests and Members 

We are so glad you 

worshipped with us 

today! Please use this 

QR code to let us know 

you joined us. 

Offering: The gifts of 
Gods people are a re-
sponse to God’s bless-
ings. If God has moved 

you to thank him in this 
way, you can use this 

QR code to give an 
offering. 

The responsive reading 

from I Corinthians re-

minds the communi-

cants of the necessity 

of the unity of faith and 

preparation required as 

we receive the body 

and blood of Christ. 

We speak to  God as 

our Father as Jesus 

taught us. (Matthew 6) 



 M: Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord.  

C:  A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of 

the cup. (1 Cor 11:26-28) 

Holy, Holy, Holy   Sanctus CWH 945 

  Ensemble sings: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest. 

  Congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Per Harling, b. 1948 Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 2004 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Words of Institution (Spoken by Minister) 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." Then he 

took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the for-

giveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

     The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Sanctus is a Latin word 

meaning "Holy". The 

Sanctus contains words 

from Isaiah's vision of 

God (Isaiah 6:3) and the 

crowd's response on 

Palm Sunday when 

Jesus entered the city 

of Jerusalem (Matthew 

21:9). We join them in 

spirit by singing their 

words as we anticipate 

Christ’s coming in the 

sacrament.  

The pastor speaks the 

words which Jesus 

spoke when he institut-

ed the Supper with his 

disciples in the Upper 

Room. With these 

words the bread and 

wine are consecrated, 

that is, set apart for 

God's use in this special 

meal.  
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 Lamb of God   Agnus Dei: Lamb of God CWH 403 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: traditional Agnus Dei, alt.; Psalm 103:11-13, para. Kenneth T. Kosche, b. 1947 Tune: Kenneth T. Kosche, b. 1947 
Text and tune: © 1993 Art Masters Studios, Inc. , admin. Lorenz Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Distribution of Sacrament 

We follow the Scriptural practice of CLOSE COMMUNION. If you have not communed here pri-

or to today, you should speak with our pastor before the service. We would like to help you estab-

lish the unity which comes from a common confession of faith (1 Corinthians 10:17) before ex-

pressing that union together at the Lord’s Table. It is not our intent to judge hearts, but to remain 

faithful to the truth of God’s Word. Those who have established that connection as members of 

sister WELS or ELS congregations may register by checking the box in the attendance record 

book at the end of your row. Thank you for honoring our practice. 

Distribution Hymn: Come to Jesus                                            Ensemble sings verses; 

Congregation sing refrains 

Come unto Jesus, all you who are weary; 

come to the mercy seat, fervently kneel. 

Here bring your wounded hearts, broken and needy; 

come unto Jesus, mighty to heal. 
  

Come unto Jesus, all you who are helpless; 

come to his loving arms, feel his embrace. 

Here give him glory for his love is endless; 

come unto Jesus to his table of grace. 

  

Agnus Dei is a Latin 

phrase meaning "Lamb 

of God". John the Bap-

tist spoke these words 

as he pointed to Jesus 

coming toward him 

(John 1:29). As Christ 

comes to us in the Holy 

Supper, we recognize 

him as the Lamb of God 

sacrificed for us to free 

us from the bondage of 

sin and death.  

Gluten-free wafers are 

available on the small 

tables at the front .   

Alcohol-free white 

grape juice can be tak-

en from the wine tray . 

This hymn is sung by 

the congregation dur-

ing the distribution of 

the Lord’s Supper. 



- 14 - 

  Congregation sings: 

 

 

 

Joy of the comfortless, light for the straying, 

hope of the penitent, peace in our strife; 

here speaks the Comforter, tenderly saying: 

“My yoke is easy; my burden is light.”  (Refrain) 
  

Come taste the Bread of Life, broken for sinners; 

drink from the cup of his promise made sure. 

Feast at his table as sons and as daughters; 

flowing is yours evermore. (Refrain) 
  

Come taste the Bread of Life, broken for sinners; 

drink from the cup of his promise made sure. 

Feast at his table as sons and as daughters; 

flowing is yours evermore. (Refrain 2x) 

Thanksgiving and Proclamation (Spoken Responsively) 

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

C: his mercy endures forever. 

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your 

Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 

pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 

but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve 

you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

We offer our thanks 

and express our faith 

in what God has 

done for us and has 

promised to do for 

us in the future.  
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We close the worship 
service with the words, 
“Go in peace.” - we are 

at peace because we 
know that Christ has 
liberated us who be-

lieve from sin, the law’s 
bondage, and spiritual 
slavery, enabling us to 
live a life of freedom 

through faith and love.  

 (Galatians 5:1) 

Blessing                                                                     (Spoken Responsively; Sung Responses   

“Oh, What High and Holy Privilege”)) 
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(Video). 

On Christmas Eve, we lit 

the Christ Candle to 

symbolize Christ, the 

light of the world, who 

came to fulfill God’s 

promise of salvation. 

Today, as we celebrate 

Christ’s Ascension and 

completion of his work 

on earth, the Christ 

Candle is removed. We, 

who now have Christ’s 

light in us are reminded 

to share the light to the 

world until he comes 

again in glory. 

 M: Go in peace. Christ Jesus has set you free. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Choir Peace I Leave With You 

Words and Music by Jeffrey Blersch 

 

 Ways to Serve 


