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Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory

Welcome to our Worship Center

God defines a church as people gathering around Word and Sacrament.

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.




Worship Focus

About the service this evening. To impress on the minds and hearts of
believers the awful consequences of sin and the magnitude of the
Savior’s sacrifice, the ancient church held a special service called Tene-
brae, during the last days of Holy Week. The name means “Darkness”
or “Shadows.” In this adaptation of the medieval Tenebrae, we will
be witnesses to the deepest sorrow of our Savior. Step after relent-
less step, Jesus walks the Way of Sorrows. One after another, all for-
sake him until ultimately he stands in the God-forsakenness of hell
itself.

The extinguishing of the candles and growing darkness of the church
symbolizes the deepening sorrow. When the Lord breathes his last,
the Christ Candle is extinguished, symbolizing our Lord’s death and
burial. The “strepitus” is heard, a hard noise indicating the closing of
the tomb. Then the Christ Candle is relit in anticipation of the Lord’s
resurrection.

The day our Lord died is the most solemn day of the church year. The service is solemn, reverent, and filled
with devotion. The worshipers enter the church in silence, meditating on the great sacrifice the Savior made.

As we silently exit this evening (side exit), you are invited to take a nail and place it on the cross, symbolizing
that Jesus removed all our guilt and sin when he suffered and died on the cross.
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

= Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby.
= Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger accompanied by adult in Classroom A.

= Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We
encourage parents to guide their children through the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation
in the Word of the Lord!




Good Friday Tenebrae

Invocation and Prayer
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

M: Let us pray.
Almighty God, graciously behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given into the hands of sinners, and to
suffer death on the cross; who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Reproaches Improperia Spoken and sung responses (CWH 432)

M: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I
offended you? Answer me. For I have raised you up out of the prison house of
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A ‘reproach’ is a con-
veyance of disapproval
or blame. The Solemn
Reproaches (also called
the Improperia) were
first used in the liturgy

sin and death, and you have delivered up your Redeemer to be scourged. For I
have redeemed you from the house of bondage, and you have nailed your Savior

to the cross. O my people!

Congregation sings:
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M: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I
offended you? Answer me. For | have conquered all your foes, and you have giv-
en me over and delivered me to those who persecute me. For I have fed you with
my Word and refreshed you with living water, and you have given me gall and

vinegar to drink. O my people.




Congregation sings:
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M: Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I
offended you? Answer me. What more could have been done for my vineyard
than I have done for it? When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only
bad? My people, is this how you thank your God? O my people!

Congregation sings:
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~A moment of silent reflection~

M: O almighty God, merciful Father,

C: I, a poor miserable sinner, confess to you all my sins and iniquities with
which I have ever offended you and justly deserved your punishment

both now and forever. But I am truly sorry for my sins and sincerely re-
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pent of them, and I pray you of your boundless mercy and for the sake of
the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor sinful being.

M: Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office as a called servant of the
Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Tune: Johann Criiger, 1598-1662 Text and tune: Public domain

Gospel Reading John 19:17-30

“Carrying his own cross, he went out to the place of the Skull (which in Aramaic is
called Golgotha). ®*There they crucified him, and with him two others—one on each
side and Jesus in the middle.

“Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened to the cross. It read: JESUS OF NAZARETH,
THE KING OF THE JEWS. *’Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus was
crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and Greek. *The
chief priests of the Jews protested to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,” but
that this man claimed to be king of the Jews.”

*’Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”

»When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took his clothes, dividing them into four
shares, one for each of them, with the undergarment remaining. This garment was
seamless, woven in one piece from top to bottom.

*#“Let’s not tear it,” they said to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.”
This happened that the scripture might be fulfilled that said,

[

P §
St. John’s account of

the Crucifixion of Jesus
Christ.




This anthem quotes
"What Wondrous Love
Is This," a19th-century

American folk hymn,

expressing profound

astonishment at the
sacrificial love of God,
who sent his Son to die
for humanity to over-
come sin.

“They divided my clothes among them
and cast lots for my garment.”

So this is what the soldiers did.

»Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. **When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple
and to the
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whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,
disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.

**Later, knowing that everything had now been finished, and so that Scripture would
be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” *°A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a
sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.
3**When he had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed his
head and gave up his spirit.

Choir What Wondrous, Marvelous Love
Music and Arrangement by Mary Ann Cooper

What wondrous love is this, O my soul!
What wondrous love is this, O my soul!

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul.

Jesus, lover of my soul, let me to thy bosom fly,
while the nearer waters roll,

while the tempest still is high.

When I was sinking down, O my soul! O my soul!
I'was sinking down, O my soul! O my soul!

When I was sinking down beneath God’s righteous frown,
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul;

He laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul!

How marvelous! How wonderful! And my song shall ever be;
How marvelous! How wonderful!
Is my Savior’s love for me!

What wondrous love is this, O my soul!

~ The first candle is extinguished. ~

Silence for meditation.




Psalm

Psalms for the Passion

The psalms chosen for tonight’s service contain
prophecies about the Savior’s passion.

Psalm 2A

Refrain
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Why do the / nations rage?

Why do the peoples / plot in vain?
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble a- / gainst
the LORD

and against his A- / nointed One. Refrain

He who sits in / heaven laughs;

the Lord / scoffs at them.
Then he addresses them in his anger and frightens them with his fury, /
saying,

“I have set my King on Zion, my / holy hill.” Refrain

I will declare the / LORD’s decree:

He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- / gotten you.”
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the / Holy Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Text: translation Tune: Thomas Pavlechko Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House (verse text tr.). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716
Music: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

~ The second candle is extinguished. ~

Silence for meditation.
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The leaders of this
world attempt to defy
God who sent his
anointed one, the right-
eous Messiah. But the
Messiah’s kingdom has
been established by
God and those who
oppose him are warned
to rather be wise and
serve him.




Psalm Psalm 22

W Congregation joins for final refrain as written

&' §E & Refrain:

My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?
This psalm is a prophet-
ic explanation of what
would happen to the

Why have you abandoned me?

Promised One. These (Refrain Repeated)
events would be ful-
filled in the crucifixion All who see me scoff at me; they mock me with parted lips,

of Jesus, who cries out . « .
the words of Psalm 22:1 they wag their heads: “He relied on the Lord.

on the cross. Let him deliver him; let him rescue him if he loves him.” (Refrain)

Indeed, many dogs surround me; a pack of evildoers closes in upon me.

They have pierced my hands and my feet; I can count all my bones. (Refrain)

They divide my garments among them, and for my vesture they cast lots.

But you, O Lord, be not far from me: O my help, hasten to aid me! (Refrain)

I will proclaim your name to all my people:
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
You who fear the Lord praise him, praise him, praise him.

You who fear the Lord, praise him, praise him, praise him.

Congregation joins:
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praise him, praise him.

~ The third candle is extinguished. ~

Silence for meditation.




Psalm Psalm 27 b

M: The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? W

C: The Lorb is the stronghold of my life—of whom shall I be afraid? \, %

M: When evil men advance against me to devour my flesh, Jesus was forsaken by

C: when my enemies and my foes attack me, they will stumble and fall. man, and even by God
as he suffered for our

M: Though an army besiege me, my heart will not fear; sins on the cross, but
because of this, God

C: though war break out against me, even then will I be confident. will not forsake us- he
is th

M: One thing I ask of the LoRrD, this is what I seek: ® i:i,i;c,z: four

C: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze

upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple.

: For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling;
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he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a

rock.

: Then my head will be exalted above the enemies who surround me;

N <

at his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; I will sing and make
music to the LORD.

: Hear my voice when I call, O LORD;
be merciful to me and answer me.

: My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”
Your face, LORD, I will seek.

= NENE

: Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger; you
have been my helper.
Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Savior.

: Though my father and mother forsake me,
the LORD will receive me.

: Teach me your way, O LORD;
lead me in a straight path because of my oppressors.

: Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes,
for false witnesses rise up against me, breathing out violence.

: I am still confident of this:
I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.

: Wait for the LORD;
be strong and take heart and wait for the LORD.
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This anthem describes

the Christian’s transfor-

mation in the shadow
of the cross. We first
approach the cross

knowing how unwor-
thy we are. We then

recognize through God-

given faith that
through grace we can

boldly stand with Jesus.

Finally, in gratefulness
for the gift of salvation
given at the cross, we
live our lives for Jesus.

Hymn: Beneath the Cross CWH 710
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980 Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

~ The fourth candle is extinguished. ~

Silence for meditation.
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Hymn: His Robes for Mine

The Word

Seek the Lord

®Seek the LoRD while he may be found;
call on him while he is near.

"Let the wicked forsake their ways
and the unrighteous their thoughts.

Let them turn to the LORD, and he will have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will freely pardon.

%For my thoughts are not your thoughts,

neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the LORD.

%“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
"°As the rain and the snow
come down from heaven,
and do not return to it
without watering the earth
and making it bud and flourish,
so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
"so is my word that goes out from my mouth:
It will not return to me empty,
but will accomplish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.

His robes for mine: O wonderful exchange!

Clothed in my sin, Christ suffered ‘neath God’s rage.
Draped in his righteousness, I'm justified.

In Christ I live, for in my place he died.

Refrain:
I cling to Christ, and marvel at the cost:
Jesus forsaken, God estranged from God.

Bought by such love, my life is not my own.
My praise—my all—shall be for Christ alone.

His robes for mine: what cause have I for dread?

God’s daunting law Christ mastered in my stead.

Isaiah 55:6-11

Congregation joins for Vs. 4

f

p

God’s Word always
works—it always pro-
duces what he desires.
Isaiah admonishes us to
seek the Lord while he

is near—now is the

time to turn to God.

This anthem summariz-
es the "Great Ex-
change" of salvation,
where Jesus takes the
sinner's filthy rags of
unrighteousness (sin)
and gives them his per-
fect righteousness. This
means Christ bore
God’s wrath on the
cross so that believers
might be justified,
standing before God
"clothed" in His perfec-
tion.

-11-



Faultless I stand with righteous works not mine,

saved by my Lord’s vicarious death and life. (Refrain)

His robes for mine: God’s justice is appeased.

Jesus is crushed, and thus the Father’s pleased.
Christ drank God’s wrath on sin, then cried, “'Tis done!”

Sin’s wage is paid, propitiation won. (Refrain)

Congregation sings:
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Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 Tune: Greg Habegger, b. 1973

Text and tune: © 2008 Church Works Media (adm. at IntegratedRights.com). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716
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~ The fifth candle is extinguished. ~

Silence for meditation.

Readings from Lamentations

Reading

'How deserted lies the city,

once so full of people!
How like a widow is she,

who once was great among the nations!
She who was queen among the provinces

has now become a slave.

*Bitterly she weeps at night,

tears are on her cheeks.
Among all her lovers

there is no one to comfort her.
All her friends have betrayed her;

they have become her enemies.

3After affliction and harsh labor,
Judah has gone into exile.

She dwells among the nations;
she finds no resting place.

All who pursue her have overtaken her
in the midst of her distress.

“The roads to Zion mourn,

for no one comes to her appointed festivals.
All her gateways are desolate,

her priests groan,
her young women grieve,

and she is in bitter anguish.

*Her foes have become her masters;
her enemies are at ease.

The LORD has brought her grief
because of her many sins.

Her children have gone into exile,
captive before the foe.

Lamentations 1:1-5

i

A
In the following three
readings from the Old
Testament book of
Lamentations, the
prophet Jeremiah la-
ments the destruction
of Jerusalem that God
allowed to take place
as a punishment for the
sins of the people of
Judah. Inthe same
way, we lament the
suffering and death
that our Savior Jesus
endured in our place in
order to pay the pun-
ishment that our sins
rightly deserved.

At the conclusion of
each reading, the minis-
ter says, “Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, return to
the Lord your God!”
The congregation re-
sponds to each reading
by singing a verse of
the hymn, “Lamb of
God, Pure and Holy” .
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M: Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God!

Hymn Response: Lamb of God, Pure and Holy CWH 947
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Reading Lamentations 1:6-9

°All the splendor has departed
from Daughter Zion.

Her princes are like deer
that find no pasture;

in weakness they have fled
before the pursuer.

’In the days of her affliction and wandering
Jerusalem remembers all the treasures
that were hers in days of old.

When her people fell into enemy hands,
there was no one to help her.

Her enemies looked at her
and laughed at her destruction.

¥Jerusalem has sinned greatly
and so has become unclean.
All who honored her despise her,
for they have all seen her naked;
she herself groans

and turns away.
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“Her filthiness clung to her skirts;

she did not consider her future.
Her fall was astounding;

there was none to comfort her.
“Look, LORD, on my affliction,

for the enemy has triumphed.”

M: Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God!

Hymn Response: Lamb of God, Pure and Holy CWH 947
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Reading Lamentations 1:10-14
“The enemy laid hands

on all her treasures;
she saw pagan nations

enter her sanctuary—
those you had forbidden

to enter your assembly.

"All her people groan
as they search for bread;

they barter their treasures for food
to keep themselves alive.

“Look, LORD, and consider,

for [ am despised.”

124«

[s it nothing to you, all you who pass by?
Look around and see.
Is any suffering like my suffering
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that was inflicted on me,
that the LOrRD brought on me
in the day of his fierce anger?

3“From on high he sent fire,
sent it down into my bones.

He spread a net for my feet
and turned me back.

He made me desolate,
faint all the day long.

“*“My sins have been bound into a yoke;

by his hands they were woven together.
They have been hung on my neck,

and the Lord has sapped my strength.
He has given me into the hands

of those I cannot withstand.

M: Jerusalem, Jerusalem, return to the Lord your God!

Hymn Response: Lamb of God, Pure and Holy CWH 947
n H | 1 1 m 1 1
)7 | lI!I'JJ. | [ | | N | | I |
ot 0 o o o de d 4 + |
ANSY & I | = R~ Py
Q) (74 [ | [~} hod -~ O
3 Lamb of God, pureand ho - ly, who on the cross did suf - fer,
H o A e .
Y o ) | | | N | | ) I
y O I | | PO \/n | | ) | | |
[ fanY hal | | (7] | () & | | | -~
ANV | 7 | | | 7 e O
Q) [~} I | (4 e b O
ev - er pa-tientand low - ly, vyour-self to scorn did of - fer.
A H 1 1 | 1 1
Y ¥l = = | I | \ [ | A | |
;M UM ~ [~] M~ ~ | L | | y ] 1\ | |
[ fanY ] M~ | | | 7 & PN . ' &7
. | o
All sin you car-ried for us, else had de-spair reigned o’er us:
n H 1 1 1
Y ¥l | | | |
N " A ~ | | I | , | I
[ fanY b M~ [~] -~ | & | (] |
ANV | | e = | O | O
Q) | | e [~] had O [~ b O
your peace be with us, O Je - sus! 0] Je - sus!

Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546 Tune: Nicolaus Decius, c. 1485-after 1546 Text and tune: Public domain

~ The sixth candle is extinguished. ~

Silence for meditation.
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Response (Spoken by Congregation)

C: Christ became obedient for us unto death, even death on a cross. There-
fore God has exalted him to the highest place and given him the name
that is above every name.

Hymn: Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted CWH 430
n | | 1 1 p‘
AGob 0 —
[() R o r o o o b
:)v o s q‘_
1 Strick-en, smit-ten, and af - flict - ed, see him dy-ing on the
3 If vyou think of sin but light-ly nor sup-pose the e - vil
A | | | 1 ﬁ‘
AL 0 e —
r\;? e B o [ o o o [ E—-—
tree! "Tis the Christ, by man re - ject - ed; yes, my
great, here you see its na - ture right - ly, here its
0 | e
A I—V.D| P— I o i - . . ——
o =
soul, ‘’tis he, ‘’tis he. 'Tis the long - ex - pect-ed
guilt may es - ti - mate. Mark the sac - ri - fice ap-
O | , , [r—
Y D I'V\ | | | I
S —— _— =
D) ! ! —qeo—
Proph - et, Da - vid’s son, yet Da-vid’s Lord; proofs I
point - ed, see who bears the aw - ful load; ‘tis  the
A | | 1
i e E— I —— i I frm— i
&> —g == ===

see suf - fi - cient of it: ’tis the true and faith - ful Word.
Word, the Lord’s a - noint - ed, Son of Man and Son of God.

Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855, alt. Tune: Geistliche Volkslieder, Paderborn, 1850 Text and tune: Public domain

~ The seventh candle is extinguished. ~

Silence for meditation.

The Prayer of the Church (Spoken by Minister)

M: God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be betrayed, be given over into the hands of the wicked,
and suffer death upon the cross. Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior,
who now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ev-
er. Amen.

This hymn, written
by Thomas Kelly in
1804, is a somber Len-
ten hymn meditating
on the suffering and
crucifixion of Jesus
Christ. Based on Isaiah
53, it highlights Christ
as the substitutionary
sacrifice bearing divine
judgment for human
sins, emphasizing his
physical agony, emo-
tional grief, and rejec-
tion by man.

The main thought of
the service are collect-
ed or summarized in
this short prayer.
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We speak to God as
our Father as Jesus
taught us. (Matthew 6)

The strepitus (Latin for
"great noise") made by
slamming the Bible
shut symbolizes the
sealing of Jesus’ tomb.

This contemporary
hymn focuses on the
theological significance
of Jesus' crucifixion,
resurrection, and the
resulting redemption. It
highlights Christ taking
on human sin, bearing
divine wrath, and offer-
ing forgiveness, victory
over death, and eternal
life.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those

who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Strepitus

(Spoken in Unison)

A loud noise representing the rending of Christ's tomb is heard.

The reappearance of a burning candle foreshadows Christ's return to life.

Hymn: The Power of the Cross

CWH 423

n 1
)” N A 1 A | N | | |
y . \ ) N I y ] I N | A | y | | |
e
1 Oh, to see the dawn of the dark - est day: Christ on the
2 Oh, to see the pain writ - ten on your face, bear - ing the
3 Now the day-light flees; now the ground be-neath quakes as its
[a)
u I 1 AN AN
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road to Cal - va - rv. Tried by sin - ful men,

awe - some weight of sin. Ev ry  bit - ter thought,

mak - er bows his head. Cur - tain torn in two,
A 1
) | \ | A I AN | | | |
e e s et ey G e e B B
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torn and beat - en, then nailed to a cross of wood.

b

ev - ry e - vil deed
dead areraised to life;

crown - ing your blood-stained brow.

“Fin-ished!” the

vic - t'ry cty.
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g i K N I K
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1-3 This the pow’r of the cross: Christ be-
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o & —t - 4o
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came sin for wus. Took the blame,
n Il 1
o — e e . —t— :
— 0 ~ I d [ | I
B A I
bore the wrath; we stand for-giv-en at the cross.

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

Dismissal Statement

M: The absence of light at the end of our service has symbolized the three days Je-
sus’ body lay in the tomb. It appeared that all was lost, including Jesus himself.
But a lighted candle returns in anticipation of the light of Easter morning. As
this flickering flame penetrates the darkness, remember how the light of Christ’s
resurrection penetrates the world through His faithful followers.

C: Jesus kept his promise. His work is done. Your sins are forgiven. Go in
peace.

The minister exits the chancel.

Worshippers are invited to remain for meditation and upon leaving,
disperse quietly and place a nail in the cross symbolizing that Jesus removed
all our guilt and sin when he suffered and died on the cross.
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