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Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory 

Welcome to our Worship Center 
God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament.  

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.  
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Stripping of the Altar  The Holy Thursday service concludes with 

the stripping of the altar.  The practice dates from the 7th century 

and originally served the practical purpose of cleaning the sanctu-

ary in preparation for Easter, when all things are made new. In 

time, however, the practice became ceremonial in its own right. In 

silence , communion vessels, table cloths, pulpit and lectern hang-

ings, candles, and all other decorative and liturgical objects are  

removed, thus dramatizing the abandonment and darkness of the 

passion and death of our Lord. The sanctuary remains bare until 

the beginnings of the Easter celebration. The church remains in 

semi-darkness, and all exit in silence. Symbolically, Christ, stripped 

of his power and glory, is now in the hands of his captors. 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

◼ Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby. 

◼ Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A. 

◼ Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We 

encourage parents to guide their children through the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation 

in the Word of the Lord! 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined us 

today!   
 

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to get 

to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross of Glory 

by either: 

◼ Using the friendship register at the end of each row 

to connect with us today.   

◼ Emailing us at church. secretary@crossofglory.org 

CHURCH MAP 

 Worship Focus 

LOOK UP TO GET A GLIMPSE OF HEAVEN We need to be washed clean in the blood of Jesus. 

 Our own need can distract and overwhelm us with the details of our sin and our guilt. Blood 

 always gets our attention, but it can make us feel queasy and uneasy. Jesus wants to lift our 

 eyes above all that to his marvelous promise of forgiveness. Where there is forgiveness of 

sins, there is also life and salvation. The Lord’s Supper gives us a glimpse of the heavenly feast where we will eat of 

the eternal manna and drink from the river of God’s delights forever.  

 LOOK UP  In the world’s first week, God created the world in six days and rested on the sev-

enth. The pattern was set. In the world’s greatest week, God redeemed the world in six 

days. And on the seventh day, the Son of God rested in the tomb, the Sabbath of all Sab-

baths.  

When you see the suffering of our Savior on your behalf this week, you may be tempted to 

look down, hanging your head in shame. You may be tempted to look around at everything 

disappointing in this world and shake your head. But God encourages you to look up. Your 

redemption is near!  
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Opening Hymn: The Garden of Gethsemane CWH 424 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963Tune: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 2010 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Greeting 

M: Jesus Christ is the light of the world, 

C: the light no darkness can overcome. 

 M: Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 

C: and the day is almost over. 

M: Be our light and scatter the darkness, 

C: and hear our evening prayer and praise. 

Holy Thursday Service 
 

Hymn of praise, prayer, 

or reflection on the 

season of the church 

year.  

We follow the advice of 

the Apostle Paul to  

“teach and admonish 

one another with all 

wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and 

songs from the Spirit, 

singing to God with 

gratitude in your 

hearts.”   

(Colossians 3:16) 

This evening prayer 

dialogue acknowledges 

Jesus Christ as the 

"light of the world" and 

a request for him to 

remain present and 

dispel the darkness 

with his light during the 

evening hours.   
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First Reading Exodus 24:1–11 

 1Then the Lord said to Moses, “Come up to the Lord, you and Aaron, Nadab and 

Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel. You are to worship at a distance, 2but Moses 

alone is to approach the Lord; the others must not come near. And the people may not 

come up with him.” 

 3When Moses went and told the people all the Lord’s words and laws, they respond-

ed with one voice, “Everything the Lord has said we will do.” 4Moses then wrote down 

everything the Lord had said. 

 He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and 

set up twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 5Then he sent young 

Israelite men, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship 

offerings to the Lord. 6Moses took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other 

half he splashed against the altar. 7Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read it 

to the people. They responded, “We will do everything the Lord has said; we will 

obey.” 

 8Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, “This is the blood of 

the covenant that the Lord has made with you in accordance with all these words.” 
9Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10and 

saw the God of Israel. Under his feet was something like a pavement made of lapis laz-

uli, as bright blue as the sky. 11But God did not raise his hand against these leaders of 

the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank. 

Psalm Psalm 116C 

 

 

 

 

The Book of Psalms was 

the Old Testament 

hymnbook, prayer and 

liturgy book. It was 

used by worshipers at 

the temple. Many of 

the Psalms are the basis 

for our hymns and part 

of our liturgy is taken 

from the Psalms. The 

word “Psalm” comes 

from the  Greek and 

means “a song sung to 

the accompaniment of 

a stringed instrument.”  

Forgiven by the shed-

ding of blood, the el-

ders of Israel were giv-

en a glimpse of heaven.  
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Text: Marty Haugen Text and tune: © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Gospel                                                                                                               John 13:1–15,34 

1It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him 

to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, 

he loved them to the end. 

 2The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the 

son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3Jesus knew that the Father had put all things un-

der his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4so he got up 

from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5After 

that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them 

with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

 6He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 

 7Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will under-

stand.” 

 8“No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” 

 Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” 
9“Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as 

well!” 
10Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their 

whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11For he knew 

who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 

 

Jesus opens the eyes of 

his disciples to a life of 

service.  
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12When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his 

place. “Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13“You call me 

‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14Now that I, your Lord and 

Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15I have set 

you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 

 34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another. 

Hymn: The Blood of the Lamb CWH 418 

 

 

 
Text: Laurie F. Gauger, b. 1965 Tune: Sarah R. Lambrecht, b. 1975 
Text: © 2021 Laurie F. Gauger, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 
Tune: © 2021 Sarah R. Lambrecht, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Sermon                                                                                                    1 Corinthians 11:23–28 

 23For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on 

the night he was betrayed, took bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same 

way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; 

do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For whenever you eat this 

bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 27So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28Everyone 

ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 

 

In the sermon the Pas-

tor proclaims God's 

Word and applies that 

word to modern life 

and problems. He 

stresses both what God 

demands of us (the 

Law) and what God 

does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).  

This hymn follows the 

theme of the readings 

and sets the stage for 

the sermon.  
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Prayer (Spoken by Minister) 

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offer-

ing in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after 

the service.  

Choir This Broken Bread-Not Bread Alone 

Text by Laurie F Gauger, Music by Sarah R. Lambrecht 
Setting by Jeremy S. Bakken 

Confession for Holy Thursday 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard again how 

our Lord walked the path of suffering which led him to the cross for our salva-

tion. We have also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, 

death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and one another. This is 

the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; God’s forgiveness and the 

power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us because of his love for us 

in Jesus our Savior. 

Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. 

In the absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution 

we should not doubt but firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before 

God in heaven, for it comes to us in the name and by the command of our Lord. 

We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be 

servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant. 

In Holy Communion, first instituted on this night, the members of Christ’s body 

participate most intimately in his love. Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper 

with his disciples, we eat the bread and drink the cup of this meal. Together we 

receive the Lord’s gift of his body and blood for forgiveness and participate in 

that new covenant that makes us one with him and one another. The Lord’s 

Supper is the promise of the great banquet we will share with all the faithful 

when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of our reconciliation with God 

and each other. 

As we begin the solemn celebration of our Lord’s passion, let us confess our sins 

to him, receive his absolution, and be reconciled to God and each other in 

Christian love. 

 C: Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature  

   and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

   I have not loved others as I should.  

I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

 

“If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. “ 

(I John 1:9) 

The gifts of God's peo-

ple are a response to 

God's blessings.   
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We speak to  God as 
our Father as Jesus 

taught us. (Matthew 6) 

   with his innocent suffering and death.  

Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 Silence for meditation and reflection 

Absolution 

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Je-

sus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Reconciliation 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us, has reconciled us to God, and has prom-

ised us the power to forgive and love one another. Relying on his promise, there-

fore, be reconciled with one another. 

C: Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our 

words, and in our actions. 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 
  

 

The pastor speaks the 

words which Jesus 

spoke when he institut-

ed the Supper with his 

disciples in the Upper 

Room. With these 

words the bread and 

wine are consecrated, 

that is, set apart for 

God's use in this special 

meal.  

Christ said to his disci-

ples, "If you forgive 

anyone his sins, they 

are forgiven". The pas-

tor speaks for God and 

announces God's  for-

giveness to those who 

made confession.  
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 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

O Christ, Lamb of God   Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer  Tune: © 2002 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Distribution of Sacrament 

We follow the Scriptural practice of CLOSE COMMUNION.  If you have not communed here 

prior to today, you should speak with our pastor before the service. We would like to help you es-

tablish the unity which comes from a common confession of faith (1 Corinthians 10:17) before ex-

pressing that union together at the Lord’s Table. It is not our intent to judge hearts, but to remain 

faithful to the truth of God’s Word.  Those who have established that connection as members of 

sister WELS or ELS congregations may register by checking the box in the attendance record 

book at the end of your row. Thank you for honoring our practice.  

 

Gluten-free wafers are 

available.  If you point 

at the tray of wafers, 

you will be presented 

with a tray of gluten 

free wafers which you 

are invited to take.   

Alcohol-free white 

grape juice can be tak-

en from the wine tray . 

Agnus Dei is a Latin 

phrase meaning "Lamb 

of God". John the Bap-

tist spoke these words 

as he pointed to Jesus 

coming toward him 

(John 1:29). As Christ 

comes to us in the Holy 

Supper, we recognize 

him as the Lamb of God 

sacrificed for us to free 

us from the bondage of 

sin and death.  
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 Distribution Hymn: Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior CWH 659 

 

 

 
 

Christ says, “Come, all you that labor, and receive my grace and favor; 

those who feel no pain or ill  need no physician’s help or skill.” 
 

Then hold fast with faith unshaken  that this food is to be taken 

by the souls who are distressed, by hearts that long for peace and rest. 
 

Praise the Father, who from heaven unto us such food has given 

and, to mend what we have done, gave into death his only Son. 
 

If your heart this truth professes and your mouth your sin confesses, 

surely you will be his guest and at his banquet ever blest. 

Text: John Hus, c. 1369–1415; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1533, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

Song of Simeon   Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

This hymn is sung by 

the congregation dur-

ing the distribution of 

the Lord’s Supper. 

 

 

The Nunc Dimittis 

("now dismiss") is also 

known as the "Song 

of  Simeon"  (Luke 2: 29-

32).  Through God's 

Word and Sacrament, 

we too have seen 

Christ, the Messi-

ah.  Like aged Simeon 

who held the Christ-

child in his arms as God 

had promised, we find 

divine peace and com-

fort through faith in 

the Savior. 
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Blessing 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all.  

 C: Amen. 

Stripping of the Altar CWH 403 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After the Lord’s Supper 

is celebrated it is cus-

tomary to “strip the 

altar,” which symboliz-

es the abandonment of 

Jesus by his disciples 

and the stripping of 

Jesus by the soldiers 

before his crucifixion. It 

represents the humilia-

tion of Jesus and the 

consequences of sin.  

Following the stripping 

of the altar, the congre-

gation leaves the sanc-

tuary in silence contem-

plating the great sacri-

fice of Jesus. 

We  conclude the ser-

vice with St. Paul’s 

benediction  of his 2nd 

letter to the Corinthi-

ans citing the persons 

of the trinity. 
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Text: traditional Agnus Dei, alt.; Psalm 103:11-13, para. Kenneth T. Kosche, b. 1947 Tune: Kenneth T. Kosche, b. 1947 

Text and tune: © 1993 Art Masters Studios, Inc. , admin. Lorenz Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716  

 

The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God’s 

world the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 

Cross of Glory  
Lutheran Church & School 

10111 W Jomax Road 
Peoria, AZ 85383 

Before Communing 

 Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the  friend of sinners, and you will not cast me out. 

This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. 

At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 

  

After Communing 

 Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood. You have given me for-

giveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in  you as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power 

of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  

Personal Prayers for Communion 


