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Palm Sunday 
Sunday, March 29, 2026 

Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory 

Welcome to our Worship Center 
God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament.  

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.  



- 2 - 

 Worship Focus 

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

◼ Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby. 

◼ Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A. 

◼ Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We 

encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite children to come forward for the Chil-

dren’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord! 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined us 

today!  We invite you to stay after the service to chat and 

join us for coffee time. 

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to get 

to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross of Glory 

by either: 

◼ Using the friendship register at the end of each row 

to connect with us today.   

◼ Emailing us at church. secretary@crossofglory.org 

CHURCH MAP 

 In the world’s first week, God created the world in six days and rested on the sev-

enth. The pattern was set. In the world’s greatest week, God redeemed the world 

in six days. And on the seventh day, the Son of God rested in the tomb, the Sab-

bath of all Sabbaths.  

When you see the suffering of our Savior on your behalf this week, you may be 

tempted to look down, hanging your head in shame. You may be tempted to look 

around at everything disappointing in this world and shake your head. But God en-

courages you to look up. Your redemption is near!  

LOOK UP TO SEE YOUR KING!  You are going about your daily business. There is a crowd. You are 

easily distracted by all the activity. It’s a holiday, and there are extra things to prepare. It is easy to focus on 

your personal task at hand and lose sight of the bigger picture.  

Focus! Look up! There is a King who presents himself so humbly that you might miss the importance of his arri-

val. Hail the King who humbly comes to save us!  
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Choir                                                                        Hosanna, Hosanna! 

Words by Joseph M. Martin; Lyrics by J. Paul Williams 

Palm Sunday Call to Worship                                                         (Spoken Responsively) 

M: Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the 

celebration of our Lord’s paschal mystery. Today we come together to begin the 

solemn celebration of Holy Week. Christ entered in triumph into his own city 

to complete his work as our Messiah: to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us 

remember with devotion his entry that culminated at the empty tomb and fol-

low him with a lively faith. United with him by Baptism, we share in his resur-

rection and new life. 

M: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 

M: Let us pray. 

 God our Father, we remember how Jesus entered Jerusalem and was welcomed 

as a king by those who shouted “Hosanna” and spread their clothing and palm 

branches in his path. Accept our praise, and listen to our prayers as we rejoice 

in our triumphant King, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

M: Let us go forth in peace, 

C: in the name of the Lord! 

M: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 

Processional Song: Hosanna, Loud Hosanna  CWH 413   

Children sing Vs. 1 and Congregation joins for Vs. 2-3 

Hosanna, loud hosanna, the little children sang; 

thro’ pillared court and temple the lovely anthem rang. 

To Jesus, who had blessed them, close folded to his breast, 

the children sang their praises, the simplest and the best. 

Congregation Sings: 

 

Palm Sunday Festival Service  
 

The Call to Worship for 

Palm Sunday signals 

the start of  “Holy 

Week”, the week Jesus 

fulfilled God’s salvation 

plan.  Like those who 

greeted Jesus as he 

entered Jerusalem we 

praise our Savior with 

loud hosannas, mindful 

of the sacrifice he is 

about to make  for the 

sins of the world.  

This hymn is often sung 

on Palm Sunday as a 

procession of children 

enter the sanctuary 

singing and waving 

palm branches  as chil-

dren did on that first 

Palm Sunday. 
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Text: Jeannette Threlfall, 1821–1880, alt. Tune: Gesang-Buch Herzogl. Hofkapelle, Württemberg, 1784 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession of Sins (Spoken Responsively) 

M: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

C:  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

C:  Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Absolution (Spoken Responsively) 

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Je-

sus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

“If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. “ 

(I John 1:9) 

Christ said to his disci-

ples, "If you forgive 

anyone his sins, they 

are forgiven". The pas-

tor speaks for God and 

announces God's  for-

giveness to those who 

made confession.  
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The Word 

Prayer of the Day (Spoken by Minister) 

M: We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us 

through your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered 

their garments and branches of palms in his path, so may we always hail him as 

our King and follow him with perfect confidence; who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:  Amen. 

First Reading Zechariah 9:9-10 

9Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 

 Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, 

 righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 

 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 

 and the warhorses from Jerusalem, 

 and the battle bow will be broken. 

He will proclaim peace to the nations. 

 His rule will extend from sea to sea 

 and from the River to the ends of the earth  

LES Choir                                                                                            God So Loved  

 

The Children's Sermon                      (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor) 

Gospel                                                                                                           Matthew 21:1–11 

 1As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will 

find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3If any

-one says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right 

away.” 

 4This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5“Say to Daughter Zion, 

 ‘See, your king comes to you, 

 

The main thoughts of 

the day are collected or 

summarized in this 

short prayer.  

The prophet Zechariah 

draws our attention to 

a Savior King who will 

rule with gentleness 

and bring peace.  

Lift up your head to 

join the chorus of 

praise for King Jesus.  
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gentle and riding on a donkey, 

 and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” 

 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7They brought the donkey 

and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8A very large crowd 

spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread 

them on the road. 9The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shout-

ed, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 10When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 

 11The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Hymn of the Day: Ride on, Ride on in Majesty! CWH 411 

 

 

 
Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791–1868, alt. 
Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, Hamburg, 1690, alt. Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

 

This hymn follows the 

theme of the readings 

and sets the stage for 

the sermon.  
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Sermon                                                                                                         Philippians 2:5–11 

 5In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 

6Who, being in very nature God, 

 did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7rather, he made himself nothing 

 by taking the very nature of a servant, 

 being made in human likeness. 
8And being found in appearance as a man, 

 he humbled himself 

 by becoming obedient to death— 

 even death on a cross! 

9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

 and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

 in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

 to the glory of God the Father. 

The 2nd Article of the Apostles’ Creed                                         (Read Responsively) 

M: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried. He descended into hell.  

C: The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 

is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

M: What does this mean? 

C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

M: He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me 

from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver, 

but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. 

C: All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his king-

dom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessed-

ness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. This is 

most certainly true. 

 

 

In the sermon the Pas-

tor proclaims God's 

Word and applies that 

word to modern life 

and problems. He 

stresses both what God 

demands of us (the 

Law) and what God 

does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).  

After hearing the Word 

of God, we respond 

with our confession of 

faith.  

Today, we confess the 

second article of The 

Apostles’ Creed, which 

focuses on the second 

person of the Trinity, 

Jesus, and on the major 

elements of Jesus’ story 

of our redemption – his 

birth, death and resur-

rection.   

The explanation is tak-

en from Luther’s Small 

Catechism. 
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Song of the Season: To See the King of Heaven Fall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a hymn selected 

for the current church 

season that is generally 

new to our congrega-

tion, usually introduced 

first by a soloist, and 

repeated for several 

weeks to assist the 

congregation in learn-

ing the hymn. 
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Prayer (Spoken by Minister) 

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offer-

ing in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after 

the service.  

Prayer of the Church for Palm Sunday (Spoken Responsively) 

M: Lord Jesus, you are the King of heaven and earth. We join the first Palm Sunday 

worshipers in praising and glorifying you for coming to this earth to be our Sav-

ior. Though you are one with God the Father and Lord of all, you humbled your-

self and became one with us. Thanks be to you for living a life of perfect con-

formity to God’s holy law in our place.  

C:  Praise be to you for being obedient to death, even death on a cross, to re-

deem us from sin.  

M: Cause our voices to blend with those who sang your praises as you rode into Je-

rusalem. Move us to confess you before others as our Lord. Help us proclaim the 

message of peace and forgiveness to people of all nations. Use us to assure all 

people that your blood has cleansed them from sin and set them free from slav-

ery to sin, death, and the devil.  

C:  Move us to dedicate all we are and have to your glory.  

M: Lord Jesus, you are King over all the earth. Bless the nations of this world with 

wise rulers and good government. Let peace prevail. Grant success to the busi-

nesses and industries of our land to serve for the common good. Cause all em-

ployers to be honest and fair-minded and all employees to be diligent and faith-

ful. Look with favor on our nation’s schools. Be with those who teach and those 

who learn.  

C:  Comfort the sick and the afflicted with the assurance of your care and 

protection. Strengthen the faith of the dying.  

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.  

~Silent prayer~ 

M: Dear Savior, as we walk with you this Holy Week toward Calvary, keep us fo-

cused on your purpose for coming into this world and on our calling to spread 

this wonderful message of salvation.  

C: Hear us for your mercy’s sake. Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer  (Spoken in Unison) 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 

The gifts of God's peo-

ple are a response to 

God's blessings.   

The apostle Paul en-

couraged  young  Pas-

tor Timothy: " I urge, 

then, first of all, that 

petitions, prayers, 

intercession and 

thanksgiving be made 

for all people ".  

(I Timothy 2:1)  

We speak to  God as 

our Father as Jesus 

taught us. (Matthew 6) 
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 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 

Ensemble                                                                                            Journey to the Cross 

 

The Aaronic Blessing is 
the blessing that Aaron 

and his sons were to 
speak over the people 
of Israel, recorded in 

Numbers 6:23–27. The 
pastor offers the same 
blessing to the congre-

gation as they are 
about to conclude their 

worship. 
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The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God’s world the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel 

of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 

Cross of Glory  
Lutheran Church & School 

10111 W Jomax Road 

Peoria, AZ 85383 

 Ways to Serve 

 Weekly QR Code  

Please scan the QR code below to access our weekly newsletter. 

If you would like to receive the monthly /weekly newsletter by email, please email Tracy at: 

church.secretary@crossofglory.org  


