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WELS

rist’s Love, Our Calling.

Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory

Welcome to our Worship Center

God defines a church as people gathering around Word and Sacrament.

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.




Worship Focus

o1-11
One

Jesus Is the Christ, the Anointed

01-18  Jesus Is the Lamb of God 02715

01-25 Jesus Is the Light

“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” It is the season when
you see Jesus begin his public ministry, revealing the reason the Son of God came
to earth. During Epiphany, you will come to understand that when the true identity
of Jesus is revealed, you realize your own true identity as well.

Our journey through the Epiphany season follows this path:

02-08 Jesus Calls You Salt and Light

Jesus is the Son of God in Glory

02-01 Jesus Calls You Blessed

JESUS CALLS YOU SALT AND LIGHT In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus teaches us that form and function are
closely connected. That means that who we are influences what we do. When God called us to faith, he declared that

we were something new: light, salt, his children. Jesus encourages us to be what God says we are as a way of blessing

the world through us.

VISITOR INFORMATION

New to Cross of Glory? We are so glad you joined us
today! We invite you to stay after the service to chat and
join us for coffee time.

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to get
to know you better as well. Connect with Cross of Glory
by either:

= Using the friendship register at the end of each row
to connect with us today.

= Emailing us at church. secretary@crossofglory.org

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

= Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby.
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= Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger accompanied by adult in Classroom A.

» Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We
encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite children to come forward for the Chil-
dren’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord!




Service of the Word

Opening Hymn: The God of Abraham Praise CWH 613
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1 The God of A-br’ham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove,
2 The God of A-br’ham praise, at whose su-preme com-mand
3 The God of A-br’ham praise, whose all - suf - fi - cient grace
4 He by him-self has sworn; I on his oath de - pend.
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An - cient of ev - er - last-ing days and God of love.
from earth I rise and seek the joys at his right hand.
shall guide me all my pil- grim days in all my ways.
I shall, on ea-gle wings up-borne, to heav’n as - cend.

wis - dom, fame, and pow’r,
calls him - self my God.

I all on earth for-sake,
He deigns to call me friend;
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I shall be-hold his face; I shall his pow’r a - dore
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name for - ev - er blest.
and him my on -1ly por-tion make, my shield and tow’r.
And he shall save me to the end through Je - sus’ blood.
and sing the won-ders of his grace for - ev - er - more.
Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799, alt. Tune: Hebrew Text and tune: Public domain
Greeting (Spoken Responsively)

M: Grace and peace to you from God our Father, and his Son, Jesus Christ.

C: Amen.

Confession and Absolution (Spoken Responsively)

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him
as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless
ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to
your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

Hymn of praise, prayer,
or reflection on the
season of the church
year.

We follow the advice of
the Apostle Paul to
“teach and admonish
one another with all
wisdom through
psalms, hymns, and
songs from the Spirit,
singing to God with
gratitude in your
hearts.”

(Colossians 3:16)
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The greeting used by
St. Paul perfectly sum-
marizes Christianity.

L

“If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just
and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness. “
(1John 1:9)




Christ said to his disci-
ples, "If you forgive
anyone his sins, they
are forgiven". The pas-
tor speaks for God and
announces God's for-
giveness to those who
made confession.

This hymn of praise
gives the congregation
the opportunity to
praise God and express
joy because Jesus is our
victorious Savior.

Prayer and Praise

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and inno-

cent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are

his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

(Spoken by Minister; Sung response by Congregation)
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O taste and see that the Lord is good.

Bless-ed are they who take
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Lord is good. Bless - ed are they who take ref- uge in him.

_"l Prayer of the Day

M: Almighty God, you sent your one and only Son as the Word of life for our eyes

The main thoughts of
the day are collected or
summarized in this
short prayer.
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God made something
special out of Israel, a
nation of slaves.

to see and our ears to hear. Help us believe what the Scriptures proclaim about
him and do the things that are pleasing in your sight; through your Son, Jesus
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Reading

Exodus 19:1-8a

'On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on that very
day—they came to the Desert of Sinai. *After they set out from Rephidim, they entered

the Desert of Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain.

3Then Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain and

said, “This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell




the people of Israel: “You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried

you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. °Now if you obey me fully and keep my

covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the
whole earth is mine, °you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These
are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.”

’So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people and set before them
all the words the LORD had commanded him to speak. *The people all responded to-
gether, “We will do everything the LORD has said.”

Psalm 112 (Spoken Responsively)

: Blessed are those who fear the LORD,
who find great delight in his commands.

: Wealth and riches are in their houses,
and their righteousness endures forever.

: Surely the righteous will never be shaken;
they will be remembered forever.

: Their hearts are secure, they will have no fear;

NENINEINE

in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.

The Children's Sermon (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor)

Second Reading 1Peter 2:9-12

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special pos-

session, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his

wonderful light. *Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God;
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

"Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires,
which wage war against your soul. “Live such good lives among the pagans that,

though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God

on the day he visits us.

Gospel Acclamation

M: Alleluia. Let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven. Alleluia.

Matthew 5:16
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Al - le - lu - ia! Al -le - 1lu-ia! Al - le - 1lu - ia!
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These words are writ-ten that we may be - lieve that
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The Book of Psalms was
the Old Testament
hymnbook, prayer and
liturgy book. It was
used by worshipers at
the temple. Many of
the Psalms are the basis
for our hymns and part
of our liturgy is taken
from the Psalms. The
word “Psalm” comes
from the Greek and
means “a song sung to
the accompaniment of
a stringed instrument.”
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St. Peter encourages us

to be what God has
declared us to be.

A verse from the Holy
Scriptures is usually
spoken to capture the
theme of the service.




This hymn follows the

theme of the readings

and sets the stage for
the sermon.
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Je - sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le - lu - ia! Al -le - lu-ia! Al - le - lu - ia!
Sermon Hymn: Thy Strong Word CWH 630
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1 Thy strong word did cleave the dark - ness; at thy
2 Lo, on those who dwelt in dark - ness, dark as
3 Thy strong Word be - speaks us right - eous; bright with
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va - tion, breathed thine own life - giv - ing breath.
glo 1y, and our lives our hopes con - fess.
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thee who light dost send! Al - le - lu - ia,
thee who  light dost send! Al - le - lu - ia,
thee who light dost send! Al - le - lu - ia,
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al -le - lu - ial Al - le Iu ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - ial Al - le Iu ia with - out end!
al -le - lu - ial Al - le Iu ia with - out end!

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976 Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 Tune: Public domain




Sermon Matthew 5:13-20

B“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be
made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and tram-
pled underfoot.

““You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. *Nei-
ther do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand,
and it gives light to everyone in the house. "°In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

7“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not
come to abolish them but to fulfill them. "®*For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth
disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disap-
pear from the Law until everything is accomplished. “Therefore anyone who sets aside
one of the least of these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least
in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be
called great in the kingdom of heaven. **For I tell you that unless your righteousness
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter
the kingdom of heaven.

Apostles’ Creed (Spoken in Unison)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

In the sermon the Pas-
tor proclaims God's
Word and applies that
word to modern life
and problems. He
stresses both what God
demands of us (the
Law) and what God
does for us through
Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).

1

After hearing the word
of God, the worshiper
responds with this con-
fession of faith.

The Apostles’ Creed,
developed over hun-
dreds of years in the

early Christian church,
is a brief and simple
statement of gospel
truths taught by the
apostles. Christians
used it to tell others

what they believed and
also to confess their

faith with one another
as they met for wor-

ship.




This is a hymn selected
for the current church
season that is generally
new to our congrega-
tion, usually introduced
first by a soloist, and
repeated for several
weeks to assist the
congregation in learn-
ing the hymn.

Song of the Season: Christ the True and Better
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Repeat refrain for Vs. 4
Prayer (Spoken by Minister) | The gifts of God's peo-
ple are a response to
If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offer- God's blessings.

ing in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after

the service.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer

(Spoken in Unison) @

We speak to God as
our Father as Jesus
taught us. (Matthew 6)

(Spoken by Minister)

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe

and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we

may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in

death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Blessing

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the

Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be

The Aaronic Blessing is

(Spoken by I\/Iinister) the ble?sing that Aaron
and his sons were to

speak over the people
of Israel, recorded in
Numbers 6:23-27. The

pastor offers the same

blessing to the congre-

gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. gation as they are

C: Amen.

about to conclude their
worship.




Closing Hymn: Before You | Kneel CWH 735
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deep in me and a har-vest of life is grown.
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Jeff Taylor, b. 1957; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Jeff Taylor, b. 1957; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2012 Getty Music and Seek 1st Publishing, admin. MusicServices.org and Townend Music. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716
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Ways to Serve

Worship February February February
Volunteers 8th 15th 22nd
Counters Maggie Stevenson Becky Jahns Zach Plitzuweit
Nancy Murphy Karin Hansen Nancy Schirripa
Communion Dawn
Cleaners Plitzuweit/Peterson Aguilar/Sivey Koutia/Piepenbrink
Greeters Aguilar Family Jennifer Lee Van Poppelen Family
Nancy Murphy
Ushers Cody Hall Pedro Contreras Len Collyard
Timothy Hall Tanner Plitzuweit Nick Nickolai
Brian Maurice Paul Borkovec Steve Semmann
Sunday Stacy Cornell Jennifer Lee Shannon Gullerud
Diana Piepenbrink Rachel Plitzuweit Heidi Pudlo
Refreshments
Liz Henkel
AV Stacy Cornell Kelly Simpson Hailey Ditter
Bentley Ryan Chris Patterson Joel Ditter

Weekly Newsletter QR Code

Please scan the QR code below to access our weekly newsletter.

If you would like to receive the monthly /weekly newsletter by email, please email Tracy at:

church.secretary@crossofglory.org




Preschool Aides for 2026-2027 School Year

Our church/school is seeking individuals who enjoy working with young children and have experience with
preschool-aged students. If you have a caring heart, patience, and a passion for nurturing children in a faith
-filled environment, we encourage you to apply.

Please complete an application and drop off your résumé at the front office. Interviews will be scheduled
with qualified candidates. Thank you for your interest and prayers as we seek the right addition to our team

Lent By Candlelight

Please join the women of Cross of Glory for Lent by Candlelight on Sunday, March 8th, at 2pm for an after-
noon of reflection and meditation to help you prepare your hearts for Christ’s sacrifice on the cross and
what that means for believers! Light refreshments and tea will be served. No need to RSVP, please reach out
to Karin Hansen (karinwedeking@hotmail.com) or Andrea Semmann (alsemmann@gmail.com) with ques-
tions.
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\ Cross of Glorkl
A Lutheran Church & School
S 10111 W Jomax Road
Peoria, AZ 85383

The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God’s
world the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures.




