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Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory

Welcome to our Worship Center

God defines a church as people gathering around Word and Sacrament.

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.




Christmas Worship Focus

“Silent Night” was written originally in German by Joseph Mohr, with
music composed by Franz Gruber. The carol was first performed on
Christmas Eve in 1818 at St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, Austria. Leg-
end says the church organ was broken, prompting Gruber to compose a
simple guitar accompaniment. Subsequently accompanied by many in-
struments and translated into many languages, the text paints the pic-
ture of the incarnation. The last phrase is repeated, so in the second
stanza we hear it twice: “Christ the Savior is born!” Every word of that
phrase is significant, and every line of the Christmas carol describes a
Bible truth. We use the beloved hymn to ponder the profound message

of the Twelve Days of Christmas.

In the Twelve Days of Christmas, our worship follows this pattern.
Christmas Eve Heavenly Hosts Sing Alleluia
Christmas Day Holy Infant So Tender and Mild
First Sunday after Christmas Son of God

Epiphany of Our Lord Love's Pure Light Beams from Thy Holy Face

SON OF GOD: Christmas holidays mean family time, often with extended family travel and visits. Meals are
prepared, gifts are given, memories are made. But the memories might not all be good. Sometimes there are
Christmas hurts or even tragedies. We live in a world still affected by sin.

The sinfulness of the world cannot rob us of the peace God intends to bring through his Son. Christ the Savior
is born, and through his life, God brings us into the family. He gives us the rights of redeemed sons and
daughters, the privileges of inheritance.
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

= Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby.
= Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger accompanied by adult in Classroom A.

» Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We

encourage parents to guide their children through the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation
in the Word of the Lord!




Service of the Word

Opening Hymn: Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising CWH 362
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Hymn of praise, prayer,
1 Come, vyour hearts and voic - es rais - ing, Christ  the yor reﬂfeit,-on oﬁ t,f/e
2 Christ, from heav'n to us de - scend - ing and in season of the church
3 Ja - cobs Star in  all its  splen - dor beams with year.
4 From the bond - age that op - pressed us, from sin’s We follow the advice of
N . the Apostle Paul to
g A i - i il - - o “teach and admonish
o’ i J\) ‘I\J I 7 ! Y one another with all
D) - r wisdom through
Lord with glad - ness prais-ing; loud - ly sing his psalms, hymns, and
love our race be - friend-ing, in our need his songs from the Spirit,
com - fort sweet and ten - der, forc - ing Sa - tan singing to God with
fet - ters that pos - sessed us, from the grief that gratitude in your
hearts.”
H X J\‘ ; J — ‘,\\ ; . ; (Colossians 3:16)
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love a - maz-ing, wor - thy folk of  Christ - en - dom.
help ex - tend-ing, saved wus from the wi - ly foe.
to sur - ren-der, break - ing all the pow’rs of hell
sore dis-tressed us, we, the cap - tives, now  are free.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: German, 14th cent.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 Tune: Public domain

Greetin spokent v
o (Spoken Responsively) The greeting used by

St. Paul perfectly sum-

M: Grace and peace to you from God our Father, and his Son, Jesus Christ. ; o
marizes Christianity.

C: Amen.

Confession and Absolution (Spoken Responsively)

(
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him %

as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. “If we confess our sins,
. . . . he is faithful and just
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless . forgive s our

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. 5'7’5 and i“r ify us from
. . . . all unrighteousness. “
But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to (1John 1:9)

your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. Christ said to his disci
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and inno- | ples, "If you forgive

. . anyone his sins, they
cent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. Youare . forgiven”. The pas-

his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. tor speaks for God and
announces God's for-
C: Amen. giveness to those who

made confession.




Prayer and Praise (Spoken by Minister; Sung response by Congregation (CWH 362))

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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the opportunity to . .
praise God and express 5 Oh, Fhe joy 1?e - yond ex - press -ing when by
joy because Jesus is our 6 Gra - cious Child, in mer - Cy hear us, from your
victorious Savior.
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faith we grasp this bless-ing, when, O  Christ, we
low - ly man - ger cheer us, gent - ly lead us
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come ad - dress-ing thanks to you and high - est praise!
and be near us till we join th’an-gel - ic choir.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, abr.; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. Tune: German, 14th cent.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 Tune: Public domain
ll Prayer of the Day (Spoken by Minister)
=||I=== M: Almighty God, the martyred innocents of Bethlehem showed forth your praise
] :’Q‘E not by speaking but by dying. Put to death in us all that is in conflict with your
The main thoughts of will that our lives may bear witness to the faith we profess with our lips; through
the day are collected or your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
summarized in this .
short prayer. Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
L First Reading Isaiah 63:7-9
N
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T will tell of the kindnesses of the LORD,
F S the deeds for which he is to be praised,
The kindness of the according to all the LORD has done for us—
Lord is seen in sending
a Savior to redeem yes, the many gOOd things
those who turn away he has done for Israel,
from him.

according to his compassion and many kindnesses.
®He said, “Surely they are my people,

children who will be true to me”;

and so he became their Savior.
°In all their distress he too was distressed,

and the angel of his presence saved them.
In his love and mercy he redeemed them;

he lifted them up and carried them

all the days of old.



Psalm Psalm 2D
Refrain
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lu - ia! Great are the works of the LoORD.

Why do the nations / conspire

and the peoples / plot in vain?
The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together a- / gainst the
LoRrD

and against his A- / nointed. Refrain

The One enthroned in / heaven laughs;
the Lord / scoffs at them.

He rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, / saying,
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy / mountain.” Refrain

I will proclaim the / LORD’s decree:

He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your / Father.”
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: Kermit G. Moldenhauer
Tune: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

The Children's Sermon (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor)

Second Reading Galatians 4:4-7

“But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, °to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to son-
ship. °Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit
who calls out, “Abba, Father.” ’So you are no longer a slave, but God’s child; and since

you are his child, God has made you also an heir.

A

The Book of Psalms was
the Old Testament
hymnbook, prayer and
liturgy book. It was
used by worshipers at
the temple. Many of
the Psalms are the basis
for our hymns and part
of our liturgy is taken
from the Psalms. The
word “Psalm” comes
from the Greek and
means “a song sung to
the accompaniment of
a stringed instrument.”

i
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Redeemed by God’s
true Son, we can call
God our “Father.”




M: Alleluia. Sing to the LORD a new song; his right hand and his holy arm have

é"g * 1 Gospel Acclamation Psalm 98:1
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worked salvation for him. Alleluia.

A verse from the holy

| I

scriptures is usually i 1
spoken in preparation i
for the reading of the i
Gospel which is read as Al - le - lu - ia! Al -le - lu-ia! Al - le - lu - ia!

the second reading or
as part of the sermon.
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The sung response is AN3V i &
taken from John 20:31.

These words are writ - ten that we may be - lieve that
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Je - sus is the Christ, the Son of God.
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Al - le - lu - ia! Al -le - lu-ia! Al - le - lu - ia!
Sermon Hymn: Let All Together Praise Our God CWH 355
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theme of the readings 1 Let all to - geth - er praise our God be - fore his
and sets the stage for 2 He leaves his heav’n - ly Fa - ther’sthrone, is born an
the sermon. 3 He veils in flesh his powr di - vine a ser - vant’s
4 He un - der-takes a great ex - change, puts on our
6 For us he o - pens wide the door of par - a -
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high - est throne; to - day he 0 - pens heavn a - gain and
in - fant small, and in a man-ger, poor and lone, lies
form to take, in want and low - li - ness must pine who
hu - man frame, and in re - turn gives us his realm, his
dise to - day. The an - gel guards the gate no more; to
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gives us his own Son, and gives wus his own Son.
in a hum - ble stall, lies in a hum - ble stall.
heav’n and earth did make, who heav’n and earth did make.
glo - 1y, and his name, his glo - ry, and his name.
God our thanks we pay, to God our thanks we pay.

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561, abr.; (sts. 1-3, 6): tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, sts. 1-3,5,6, alt.; (st. 4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001, st. 4
Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561 Text (st. 4): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716
Text (sts. 1-3, 6) and tune: Public domain



Sermon Matthew 2:13-23

BWhen they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get
up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell
you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”

"So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt,
Pwhere he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”

"®When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and
he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old
and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. "Then what was

said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:

18¢A voice is heard in Ramabh,
weeping and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.”

YAfter Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt
*°and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those
who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.”

*So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. **But
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he
was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of
Galilee, *2and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was

said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene.

Apostles’ Creed (Spoken in Unison)

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

In the sermon the Pas-
tor proclaims God's
Word and applies that
word to modern life
and problems. He
stresses both what God
demands of us (the
Law) and what God
does for us through
Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).

After hearing the word
of God, the worshiper
responds with this con-
fession of faith.

The Apostles’ Creed,
developed over hun-
dreds of years in the

early Christian church,
is a brief and simple
statement of gospel
truths taught by the
apostles. Christians
used it to tell others

what they believed and
also to confess their

faith with one another
as they met for wor-

ship.




the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

Song of the Season: Jesus, Joy of

the Highest Heaven
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season that is generally 2.Jes - us, King of the hlgh - est
new to our congrega-
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Like us, know - ing our smiles and
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help - less, close to her beat - ing heart.
fol - low, a way that is true and right.
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man - ger, fac - ing a world of
stead - y my sim - ple

dark - ness;
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rayer (Spoken by Minister) "ﬁ_.
If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offer- T;eei'r’:;i’; S;:nss’; o
ing in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after God's blessings.
the service.
The Lord's Prayer (Spoken in Unison) @

Our Father in heaven,

We speak to God as
our Father as Jesus
your kingdom come, taught us. (Matthew 6)

hallowed be your name,

your will be done
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,

as we forgive those

who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,

and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

Closing Prayer (Spoken by Minister)

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe
and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we
may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in
death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.



The Aaronic Blessing is
the blessing that Aaron
and his sons were to
speak over the people
of Israel, recorded in
Numbers 6:23-27. The
pastor offers the same
blessing to the congre-
gation as they are
about to conclude their
worship.

Blessing (Spoken by Minister)

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the
Lord with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn: Let Us All with Gladsome Voice CWH 332
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1 Let wus all with glad-some voice praise the God of heav - en,
2 To this vale of tears he comes, here to serve in sad - ness,
3 We are rich, for he was poor; is not this a won - der?
4 Christ, our Lord and Sav - ior dear, bless us and be near us.
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who, to bid our hearts re - joice, his own Son has giv - en.
that with him in heav’n’s fair homes we may reign in glad-ness.

here on earth and yon - der.

There- fore praise God ev - er - more
A - men, Je - sus, hear us.

Grant us now a glad new vyear.

Text: German, 17th cent; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt. Tune: Ander Theil Des Dreszdenischen GesangBuchs, Dresden, 1632, alt. Text and tune: Public do-
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Ways to Serve

Worship

December

January January
Volunteers 28th 4th uth
Counters Joel Ditter Nick Nickolai Maggie Stevenson
Nancy Schirripa Michael Ryan Nancy Murphy
Communion Shannon
Cleaners Aguilar/Sivey Gullerud/Kugler Plitzuweit/Peterson
Greeters Stevenson Family Freeman Family Henkel Family
Ushers Bill Brooks Zach Plitzuweit Brian Ehinger
Jed Langum Josh Sivey Trey Ehinger
Grayson Langum Jay Sivey Kade Ehinger
Sunday Shannon Gulleraud Clara Naber Ally Kelley
Heidi Pudlo Connie Sauer Sharon Wilson
Refreshments
Sugirtha Samuel
AV Shannon Gullerud Stacy Cornell Rene Koutia
Aaron Gullerud

Bentley Ryan

Gus Koutia
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The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God’s
world the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures.



