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rist's Love, Our Calling

Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory

Welcome to our Worship Center

God defines a church as people gathering around Word and Sacrament.

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.




Christmas Worship Focus

“Silent Night” was written originally in German by Joseph Mohr, with
music composed by Franz Gruber. The carol was first performed on
Christmas Eve in 1818 at St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, Austria.
Legend says the church organ was broken, prompting Gruber to
compose a simple guitar accompaniment. Subsequently accompa-
nied by many instruments and translated into many languages, the
text paints the picture of the incarnation. The last phrase is repeated,
so in the second stanza we hear it twice: “Christ the Savior is born!”
Every word of that phrase is significant, and every line of the Christ-
mas carol describes a Bible truth. We use the beloved hymn to pon-
der the profound message of the Twelve Days of Christmas.

In the Twelve Days of Christmas, our worship follows this pattern.

Christmas Eve Heavenly Hosts Sing Alleluia

Christmas Day Holy Infant So Tender and Mild

First Sunday after Christmas Son of God

Epiphany of Our Lord Love's Pure Light Beams from Thy Holy Face

HOLY INFANT SO TENDER AND MILD: From eternity, Jesus has been God, holy and majestic. When
we look tenderly at the holy infant, we are looking at the same God who once told the prophet Moses,
“No one may see me and live.” Yet, Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds all saw their holy God and survived.
How? God became human, hiding his glory within flesh, so that he could come to us without instilling
fear or dread. A famous theologian once said, “We are to think of the Lord’s birth, where the Word be-
came flesh, not as a past event which we recall, but as a present reality on which we gaze.” It’s not that
Christ the Savior was born. It’s that Christ the Savior is born.
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

= Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby.

= Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger accompanied by adult in Classroom A.

» Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We
encourage parents to guide their children through the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation
in the Word of the Lord!




The Festival of the Nativity—Christmas Day Song Service

Gathering Rite for Christmas (Spoken Responsively and Sung Verses of CWH354) = =z
(Isaiah 9) Prophecy of the Son of God Incarnate \\F‘
NS

M: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; Adeste Fideles or “O

Come All Ye Faithful” is

C: on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. a traditional call to

M: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his = "sip- It begins with
Isaiah ‘s prophesies of

shoulders. Christ, the promised

. . . one followed by New

C: And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa- Testament verses con-
ther, Prince of Peace. firming Jesus as the

. . . . prophesied Messiah.
M: Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign

on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with jus-
tice and righteousness from that time on and forever.

C: The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

Congregation sings:
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O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

(Isaiah 49) The Son of God comes in the flesh to save us all

M: Listen to me, you islands; hear this, you distant nations: Before I was
born the LORD called me; from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.



The LORD said: I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salva-
tion may reach to the ends of the earth.

: This is what the LORD says— the Redeemer and Holy One of Israel— to him

who was despised and abhorred by the nation, to the servant of rulers:

Kings will see you and stand up, princes will see and bow down, because
of the LORD, who is faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.

: Shout for joy, you heavens; rejoice, you earth;

burst into song, you mountains!

: For the LORD comforts his people and will have compassion on his afflicted

ones.

Then all mankind will know that I, the LORD, am your Savior, your Re-
deemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

Congregation sings:
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(Isaiah 59-60) The Son brings the light of forgiveness for sinners

M:

C:
M:
C:
M:

N

M:

We look for light, but all is darkness;

for brightness, but we walk in deep shadows.
Their deeds are evil deeds,

and acts of violence are in their hands.

The LorD looked and was displeased that there was no justice. He saw that
there was no one, he was appalled that there was no one to intervene;

: so his own arm achieved salvation for him,

Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon you.



C: See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples,
M: but the LORD rises upon you

C: and his glory appears over you.

Congregation sings:
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M: Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the peo-

ple. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messi-
ah, the Lord.

C: Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom
his favor rests. (Luke 2)

Congregation sings:
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“If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just
and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness. “

(1John 1:9)

n H J J
Y

| | I | il A
6 T o | | | ~ A
Dl - & . 2 F s =—sfis
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

M: But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to
sonship. (Galatians 4)

C: For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoev-
er believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3)

M: He appeared in the flesh, was vindicated by the Spirit, was seen by angels,

C: was preached among the nations, was believed on in the world, was tak-
en up in glory. (1 Timothy 3)

Congregation sings:
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Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-1880, alt.; John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786 Tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786, alt. Text and tune: Public domain
Confession and Absolution (Spoken Responsively)

M: The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in
the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not rec-
ognize him. He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive
him. By right, we should have nothing to sing about. We do not deserve God's

love. He created humankind in his perfect image to live with him in peace forev
er. But Adam and Eve sinned against him, and we have sinned against him no
less than they.

C: We confess our sins, O Lord.

M: We are embarrassed to think of our sins here. Our hearts are filled with love for
you, but we confess we have often loved others more than you. Our eyes behold
your glory, but we confess we have lusted for what you forbid. Our lips praise
you, but we confess we have spoken evil again and again.

C: We deplore our sins, O Lord.

M: They have only gained us trouble. They have not given us the happiness they
promised.

C: For the sake of Jesus, forgive us for sinning against you, O Lord.



M:

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie
M:

Remind us that Christ came into the world to free us from the guilt of sin. Pro-
claim to us that his life and death cover our sins. Keep us from being attracted
to sin. Spare us from being enslaved by sin. Help us make up for the sins we

commit against one another.

Deliver us from sin's power, O Lord.

: Glory to God in the highest! In love that astounds us, the eternal God sent his

one and only Son to live among us, to obey as we could not, and to suffer what
we deserved. In Christ there is indeed peace on earth. In him, God extends his
good will to all people. On that first Christmas he gave his only Son and laid him
in the manger to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Because of Christ

and by his authority, I say to you what God says: In Christ, your sins are forgiv-

en!

: Glory to God in the highest! Amen.

: To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, He gave the right

to become children of God. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory,

: the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace

and truth.

(Spoken Responsively)

For the blessed conviction that you are the Son of God, and that you were born
in Bethlehem to keep the Law of God perfectly in our place and to give your life
into death for our redemption, hear our prayer, O Lord.

: Lord, have mercy.

: For the determination to proclaim the Gospel of forgiveness to all the world and

to administer the Sacraments faithfully according to your institution, hear our
prayer, O Christ.

: Christ, have mercy.

: For your blessing on us as a fellowship of believers united in you and eager to do

your will, hear our prayer, O Lord.

: Lord, have mercy.

: Merciful Lord, open our eyes to behold your glory as the one and only Son, who

came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

: Amen.

: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; His name is worthy of praise.

Christ said to his disci-
ples, "If you forgive
anyone his sins, they
are forgiven". The pas-
tor speaks for God and
announces God's for-
giveness to those who
made confession.

The title of this prayer
is “Kyrie” in Greek
meaning "O Lord". It is
acry to the Lord for
help and strength.




Song of Praise: Angels We Have Heard on High CWH 346
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This hymn of praise
gives the congregation 1

the opportunity to 3
praise God and express [a)

joy in our salvation. .

An - gels we have heard on high, sweet -ly sing-ing o’er the plains,
Come to Beth-le-hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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In this well-known

Christmas hymn, we and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
join the angels of Luke 2 come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born King.

giving glory to the new
born King. Refrain
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Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, 1862, alt.; French Tune: French Text and tune: Public domain

The Word

M: Almighty God, grant that the birth of your only Son in the flesh may set us free
from our old bondage under the yoke of sin; through your Son, Jesus Christ our

The main thoughts of Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
the day are collected or

( r_f] Prayer of the Day (Spoken by Minister)
|
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summarized in this ever.
short prayer. C: Amen.
Lighting of the Christ Candle (Spoken Responsively with CWH382)

fi

(, . M: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the
;’/S% ” land of deep darkness a light has dawned. (Isaiah 9:2)

We light the Christ Congregation sings:
Candle of the Advent
wreath symbolizing [
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1 The peo-ple who walked in dark-ness a - wak - en to
4 For wus now a child is giv - en, for all the de-
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Al-might-y God, Fa - ther for-ev - er, Prince of Peace.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 Tune: Sally Ann Morris, b. 1952
Text and tune: © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

First Christmas Reading

"How beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of those who bring good news,
who proclaim peace,
who bring good tidings,
who proclaim salvation,
who say to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”
8Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices;
together they shout for joy.
When the LORD returns to Zion,
they will see it with their own eyes.
Burst into songs of joy together,
you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the LORD has comforted his people,
he has redeemed Jerusalem.
The LorD will lay bare his holy arm
in the sight of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth will see
the salvation of our God.

Isaiah 52:7-10
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The prophet foretold
that the Lord would
dwell among us and do
what was necessary to
bring the good news of

salvation to the ends of
the earth.



The words of this tradi-
tional African-American
spiritual tell the story
of the shepherds who
are often called the
first evangelists be-
cause they were the
first people to hear the
news of Jesus' birth
from the angels and
then immediately
spread the news to
others.
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In the past God sent
angels and prophets as
messengers to his peo-
ple. Now God speaks to
us directly through his

Son.

Sung Response: Go, Tell It on the Mountain CWH 361
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing o’er si - lent flocks by night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a low -ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born,
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be-hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.

an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

rang out the
and God sent us

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work 11, 1873-1925, verses, alt. Tune: African American spiritual Text and tune: Public domain

Second Christmas Reading Hebrews 1:1-9

'In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in
various ways, “but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appoint-
ed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. *The Son is the ra-
diance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by
his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty in heaven. *So he became as much superior to the angels as the

name he has inherited is superior to theirs.
°For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son;
today I have become your Father”?

Or again,

“I will be his Father,
and he will be my Son”?

®And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says,

“Let all God’s angels worship him.”

’In speaking of the angels he says,

“He makes his angels spirits,
and his servants flames of fire.”



®But about the Son he says,

“Your throne, O God, will last for ever and

ever;

a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom.

°You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness;

therefore God, your God, has set you above your companions

by anointing you with the oil of joy.”

Hymn: Of the Father’s Love Begotten CWH 358
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and that fu - ture yearsshall see ev- er-more and ev-er - more.
first re-vealed his sa - cred face ev- er-more and ev-er - more.

ev - ry voice in con-cert ring

Text: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 348-c. 413, abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Tune: plainsong, 13th cent. Text and tune: Public domain

Gospel Acclamation

ev-er-more and ev-er - more.

(CWH 352)

M: Alleluia. But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a

woman, born under the law, to redeem those under the law. Alleluia. (Galatians

4:4)

Aurelius Clemens Pru-
dentius penned the
words of this hymn in
the year 348 AD to
share the story of re-
demption from begin-
ning to end. The verses
in the hymnal take us
from before creation to
the birth of Christ.
Verse one speaks of
Christ’s eternal nature
which supports the
John 1 Christmas read-

ing.
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Averse from the Holy
Scriptures is usually
spoken to capture the

theme of the service.




This modern carol was
written on the theme
of the incarnation
when God the Son took
on a human nature and
became flesh in the
person of Jesus Christ,
making him both fully
human and fully divine.
The lyrics remind us
that Jesus is the fulfill-
ment of the promise
God made to Adam to
send a Savior.
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The Word became flesh
and made his dwelling
among us.

Congregation sings:

Gospel
M:
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as  the might-y Prince of life shel - ters in a sta - ble.

rec - on - cil - ing God and man, Christ, our might-y cham-pion!
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Not  with fan-fares from a - bove, not with scenes of glo - ry,
Hands that set each star in place, shaped the earth in dark-ness,
What a Sav-ior! What a friend! What a glo-rious mys - t’ry!
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but a hum-ble gift of love— Je - sus born of Mar - vy.
cling now to a moth-er’s breast,_ vul - n'ra-ble and help-less.
Once a babe in Beth-le - hem,_ now the Lord of his - try.

Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

John 1:1-18 (Spoken Responsively)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made;
without him nothing was made that has been made.

: In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The light shines

in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe.

He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.

The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in
the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not rec-

ognize him.

: He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.

: Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the

right to become children of God— children born not of natural descent, nor of

human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.

: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen

his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father,
full of grace and truth.



M: (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke
about when I said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was

before me.””)

C: Out of his fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already giv-

en.

M: For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus

Christ.

C: No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God
and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known.

Sung Response: What Child Is This CWH 344
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1 What child is this who, laid to rest, on Mar - y’s lap is
3 So bring him in - cense, gold, and myrrh; come, peas - ant, king, to
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shep - herds watch are Lkeep - ing? This, this is
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Christ the King, whom shep - herds guard and an - gels sing;
song on high, the wvir - gin sings her 1lul - la - by;
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haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mar -y!
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mar -y!

Text: William C. Dix, 1837-1898, alt. Tune: English, 16th cent. Text and tune: Public domain

Confession of Faith (portions of the Athanasian Creed)

(Spoken in Unison)

Whoever wishes to be saved must, above all else, hold to the true Chris-

tian faith. Now this is the true Christian faith:

We believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son, is both God

and man.

He is God, eternally begotten from the nature of the Father, and he is
man, born in time from the nature of his mother, fully God, fully man, with

This traditional carol
framesthe significance
of the lowly birth of
what seems to be an
insignificant individual.
The rest of the lyrics
explain why this is no
ordinary birth, but the
all-powerful King of
heaven taking on hu-
man form to bring
salvation to mankind.
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For our confession of
faith, we speak por-
tions of the Athana-
sian Creed that focus
on the truth that
Jesus Christ is true
God and true man in
one person as so
purely and succinctly
stated in John 1.



rational soul and human flesh, equal to the Father as to his deity, less than
the Father as to his humanity;
And though he is both God and man, Christ is not two persons but one,
one, not by changing the deity into flesh, but by taking the humanity into
God; one indeed, not by mixture of the natures, but by unity in one person;
For just as the rational soul and flesh are one human being, so God and
man are one Christ. He suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose
the third day from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand of God the Father
EE] almighty, and from there will come to judge the living and the dead.
- ‘;ﬁ This is the true Christian faith.

Ofr32% Prayer (Spoken by Minister)
The gifts of God's peo-

plearearesponseto | Ifyou brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offering in the

God's blessings. . .
& receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after the service.

Christmas Prayer of the Church (Spoken Responsively)

The apostle Paul en-
couraged young Pas-
tor Timothy: " l urge,
then, first of all, that one and only Son to share our humanity, carry our guilt, and become for us the
petitions, prayers,
intercession and

thanksgiving be made C: Lord, we praise you.
for all people "

M: Eternal Father, we give you thanks and praise on this holy day for sending your

perfect Lamb who takes away the sin of the world.

(Timothy 21) M: Keep our faith in your Son alive and strong. Nourish us with your Word and sac-
imothy 2:1 L ,
raments and by your Holy Spirit give us strength to overcome Satan’s power and
empty promises. Help us to withstand the temptations the world and our sinful

nature put on our path.

C: Give us faith and courage.

M: Remember ministers of the gospel throughout the world who on this day are
proclaiming that a Savior has been born. We especially commend to your care
the missionaries we have called as members of the Wisconsin Synod. Since they
cannot enjoy the fellowship of their extended families this Christmas, grant to
them the inner joy that comes with service in your kingdom.

C: Protect all those who proclaim the gospel in our place.

M: We pray for our city and countryside, for our neighborhoods and subdivisions,
and for all who live and work and find delight here. Give to the leaders of gov-
ernment wisdom to make and uphold laws that promote the good of society.
Grant our nation peace, health, and prosperity that we may have the opportuni-
ty and resources to spread the good news to all people.

C: Govern and prosper your people.

M: Fill us with kindness and arouse us to do good to all people, especially those
who are less fortunate than we. Bring your healing to those who are sick or dis-



eased in body or mind and comfort those who are mourning the death of some-

one they love. We especially pray for brothers and sisters who are setting aside

their celebration today to care for the sick and stand at the side of the dying.

C: Sustain those who endure the troubles of life.

M: Be a source of strength to all your people and fill them with your power and

peace. If any are among us today who have lost the true meaning of this festival,

let them rediscover the joy that comes from Christ alone.

C: Let your peace reign in the hearts of all.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

~ Silent prayer ~

M: As you sent your Son to bring peace to all people on earth, so we pray for all

people, those known and those unknown to us.

C: We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

(Sung to the Tune of CWH340)
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gain From all of cre - a-tion, for - ev - er! A - men.




This blessing embodies
the Christmas joy we
experience knowing
the fulfillment of God’s
promise of salvation
through Christ who
dwelt among us.

Blessing

M: May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one,

fill us with such joy that comes with the knowledge of the forgiveness of sins
and the hope of eternal life. And the blessing of God Almighty — the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit — be upon you and remain with you always.

C:Amen.

Closing Hymn: Joy to the World CWH 353
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This well known Christ- 1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re -
mas Carol penned by 2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men  their
Isaac Watts is actually 4 He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the
not about the incarna-
tion of Christ but the 04 - o o r ) o r—
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hymn to the Christmas ceive her King; let ev - ’ry heart pre - pare him
service because it is songs em - ploy, while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
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room and heav'n and na - ture sing, and heav'n and na - ture
plains re - peat the sound-ing joy, re - peat the sound-ing
ness and won-ders of his love, and won-ders of his
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sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and na - ture sing.
jov, re - peat, re - peat the sound -ing joy.
love, and won - ders, won - ders of his love.

Text: Isaac Watts, alt. Tune: George F. Handel, adapt. Text and tune: Public domain
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