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Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory 

Welcome to our Worship Center 
God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament.  

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.  
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

◼ Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby. 

◼ Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A. 

◼ Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We 

encourage parents to guide their children through the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation 

in the Word of the Lord! 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined us 

today!  We invite you to stay after the service to chat. 

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to get 

to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross of Glory 

by either: 

◼ Using the friendship register at the end of each row 

to connect with us today.   

◼ Emailing us at church. secretary@crossofglory.org 

CHURCH MAP 

 Christmas Worship Focus 

“Silent Night” was written originally in German by Joseph Mohr, with music 

composed by Franz Gruber. The carol was first performed on Christmas Eve 

in 1818 at St. Nicholas Church in Oberndorf, Austria. Legend says the 

church organ was broken, prompting Gruber to compose a simple guitar 

accompaniment. Subsequently accompanied by many instruments and 

translated into many languages, the text paints the picture of the incarna-

tion. The last phrase is repeated, so in the second stanza we hear it twice: 

“Christ the Savior is born!” Every word of that phrase is significant, and eve-

ry line of the Christmas carol describes a Bible truth. We use the beloved 

hymn to ponder the profound message of the Twelve Days of Christmas.  

In the Twelve Days of Christmas, our worship follows this pattern. 

Christmas Eve   Heavenly Hosts Sing Alleluia  

Christmas Day   Holy Infant So Tender and Mild  

First Sunday after Christmas  Son of God  

Epiphany of Our Lord  Love's Pure Light Beams from Thy Holy Face    

LOVE’S PURE LIGHT BEAMS FROM THY HOLY FACE: The Twelve Days of Christmas are the days between 

Christmas Day and January 6, the day when the Christian Church celebrates the Festival of the Epiphany. We cele-

brate this Sunday, two days before the actual day of Epiphany. Epiphany comes from a Greek word meaning 

“reveal.” When the Savior was born, he was first revealed as love’s pure light to Israelites: Mary, Joseph, the shep-

herds. Today we see the Lord miraculously guiding foreigners across countless miles so the Savior’s holy face could 

be revealed to them as well. The Festival of Epiphany is sometimes known as Christmas for the Gentiles. We Gen-

tiles (non-Jews) rejoice in the good news that this Jewish baby is a gift for all people, Christ the Savior of the world.  
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Gathering Rite for Epiphany (Spoken Responsively (CWH370)) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

M: Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, 

and from the seven spirits before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is 

the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of 

the earth. 

C: To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and 

has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—

to him be glory and power for ever and ever! Amen. (Revelation 1:4-6)  
  

M: The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; 

C: on those living in the land of deep darkness a light has dawned. (Isaiah 

9:2)  
  

M: See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

 

Epiphany Festival Service 

Our Epiphany service 

begins with a gathering 

liturgy that focuses on 

a well-known hymn of 

the season. It originally 

bore the title “A spir-

itual bridal song of the 

believing soul concern-

ing Jesus Christ, her 

heavenly bridegroom, 

founded on the 45th 

Psalm of the prophet 

David.” Jesus says in 

Revelation 22:16 that he 

is the fulfillment of this 

heavenly bridegroom 

and the morning star: 

“I, Jesus, have sent my 

angel to give you this 

testimony for the 

churches. I am the 

Root and the Offspring 

of David, and the bright 

Morning Star.”  
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C: but the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you. (Isaiah 

60:2)  

M: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

C: We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:5,14)  

Congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given. (Isaiah 9:6) 

C: In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. (John 1:4)  
  

M: God of glory, you sent Jesus among us as the light to the world, to reveal 

your love for all people. But wherever there is light, there will also be dark-

ness.  

C: We confess that we are sinful creatures who, either through foolish-

ness or willful disobedience, often choose to dwell in the darkness in-

stead of live in your light. We beg for forgiveness for starving our-

selves of your son’s life-giving light. We repent of our entrenched evil 

that hates the light and tries to dispose of it. We admit our apathy to-

wards sanctification and renewal that cause us to continue to live in 

the night. Trusting your grace, we earnestly pray: “Create in me a pure 

heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” Through Christ 

Jesus our Savior. Amen. (Psalm 51:10)  
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Congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon 

you. (Isaiah 60:1) The Light comes not to sear and blind us but to save us. 

Christ Jesus came into this world as an infant in a Bethlehem manger so that 

he might die as our Savior on a Roman cross in Jerusalem. For his sake, God 

forgives us all our sins. Therefore, as a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  
  

M: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another,  

C: and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. (1 John 1:7)  
  

M: But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9)  

Congregation sings: 
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Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608, abr., adapt; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.  Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 Text and tune: Public domain 

 

The Word 

Prayer of the Day (Spoken by Minister) 

M: Lord God, by the leading of a star, you once made known to the nations your 

one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by faith to come at last to 

the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

First Reading Ephesians 3:2–12 

 2Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to 

me for you, 3that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already 

written briefly. 4In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into 

the mystery of Christ, 5which was not made known to people in other generations as it 

has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. 6This mystery 

is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together 

of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

 7I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the 

working of his power. 8Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this 

grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, 9and to 

make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was 

 

Paul explains that peo-

ple from all nations are 

united as equals in the 

Savior’s kingdom of 

grace.  

The main thoughts of 

the day are collected or 

summarized in this 

short prayer.  
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kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10His intent was that now, through the 

church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authori-

ties in the heavenly realms, 11according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 12In him and through faith in him we may approach God with 

freedom and confidence. 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 72E 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery Tune: Leonhart Schröter Text and tune: Public domain 

The Children's Sermon (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor) 

 Gospel Acclamation                                                                                        Matthew 2:2 

M: Alleluia. Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star 

when it rose and have come to worship him. Alleluia. 

Congregation sings: 

 

 

 

The Book of Psalms was 

the Old Testament 

hymnbook, prayer and 

liturgy book. It was 

used by worshipers at 

the temple.  Many of 

the Psalms are the basis 

for our hymns and part 

of our liturgy is taken 

from the Psalms. The 

word “Psalm” comes 

from the  Greek and 

means “a song sung to 

the accompaniment of 

a stringed instrument.”  

A verse from the holy 

scriptures is usually 

spoken in preparation 

for the reading of the 

Gospel which is read as 

the second reading or 

as part of the sermon. 

The sung response is 

taken from John 20:31. 
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Gospel                                                                                                               Matthew 2:1–12 

 1After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king 

of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

 3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When 

he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked 

them where the Messiah was to be born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for 

this is what the prophet has written: 

6“ ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

 who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 

 7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 

star had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for 

the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship 

him.” 

 9After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 

when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 
10When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On coming to the house, they saw the 

child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they 

opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
12And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their 

country by another route.  

Hymn of the Day: As with Gladness Men of Old CWH 372 

 

 

Magi from the east 

were the first in a long 

line of Gentiles would 

join Israel in worshiping 

Jesus as King.  

This hymn follows the 

theme of the readings 

and sets the stage for 

the sermon.  
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Text: William C. Dix, 1837–1898, alt. Tune: Conrad Kocher, 1786–1872, alt. Text and tune: Public domain  

Sermon                                      “A Light for the Nations”                 Isaiah 60:1–6                                                

1“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 

 and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 
2See, darkness covers the earth 

 and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

but the Lord rises upon you 

 and his glory appears over you. 
3Nations will come to your light, 

 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
4“Lift up your eyes and look about you: 

 All assemble and come to you; 

your sons come from afar, 

 and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
5Then you will look and be radiant, 

 your heart will throb and swell with joy; 

the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 

 to you the riches of the nations will come. 
6Herds of camels will cover your land, 

 young camels of Midian and Ephah. 

And all from Sheba will come, 

 bearing gold and incense 

 and proclaiming the praise of the Lord. 

The Nicene Creed (Spoken Responsively) 

M: The world claims everything evolved by accident. But what do Christians be-

lieve? 

C: We believe in one God, the  Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

 

In the sermon the Pas-

tor proclaims God's 

Word and applies that 

word to modern life 

and problems. He 

stresses both what God 

demands of us (the 

Law) and what God 

does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).  

After hearing the word 

of God, the worshiper 

responds with this con-

fession of faith.  

The Nicene Creed was 

written in 325 A.D. to 

address false ideas 

about the divinity of 

Jesus Christ. That ex-

plains why the second 

article of the Nicene 

Creed is longer than its 

counterpart in the 

Apostles’ Creed.  
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M: The world claims Jesus was only a noble and novel man. But what do Christians 

believe? 

C: We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begot-

ten of the Father,  God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heav-

en, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly 

human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  He suffered 

death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

M: The world claims all people have an inborn, godly spirit. What do Christians be-

lieve? 

C: We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 

from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified,  who has spoken through the prophets.  We be-

lieve in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

Song of the Season: Christ Begins CWH 385 

Vs. 1 & 2 sung by cantors; congregation joins for Vs. 3 & 4 

We stand and we watch on the bank, wide-eyed.  

Water runs and all heaven opens wide, and a voice like thunder replies. (Refrain) 
  

Refrain: 

Here’s my Prophet, my Priest, my King, a light in the dark, Christ steps in; 

here’s my Savior, my God, my King, the time has come, Christ begins. 
  

Mary’s whispering, but it’s not the time. 

Yet six jars are filled with the finest wine.    Tell me, who is this by our side? 

(Refrain) 

Congregation sings: 

 

 

 

This is a hymn selected 

for the current church 

season that is generally 

new to our congrega-

tion, usually introduced 

first by a soloist, and 

repeated for several 

weeks to assist the 

congregation in learn-

ing the hymn. 
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Text: Luke Thompson, b. 1981 Tune: Kent Reeder, b. 1986; Luke Thompson, b. 1981 
Text and tune: © 2017  Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

 Prayer (Spoken by Minister) 

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offer-

ing in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after 

the service.  

The Sacrament 

Preface (Spoken Responsively) 

M: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
  

M: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 
  

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
  

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your 

only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

The gifts of God's peo-

ple are a response to 

God's blessings.   

The pastor and people 

get ready to celebrate 

the Holy Meal by greet-

ing each other and with 

an exhortation as how 

to celebrate the meal.  
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We speak to  God as 

our Father as Jesus 

taught us. (Matthew 6) 

 Holy, Holy, Holy   Sanctus (Sung by Congregation) 

 

 

 

 
Text: Michael D. Schultz Tune: Alexander C. Ewing  Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716  Tune: Public domain 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

M: We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you 

sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through 

him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, 

conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promis-

es, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all 

who believe in you. 
  

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have 

gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, 

unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, 

Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

Lord’s Prayer (Spoken in Unison) 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Sanctus is a Latin word 

meaning "Holy". The 

Sanctus contains words 

from Isaiah's vision of 

God (Isaiah 6:3) and the 

crowd's response on 

Palm Sunday when 

Jesus entered the city 

of Jerusalem (Matthew 

21:9). We join them in 

spirit by singing their 

words as we anticipate 

Christ’s coming in the 

sacrament.  
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Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for 

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

O Christ, Lamb of God   Agnus Dei (Sung by Congregation) 

 

 

 

Distribution of Sacrament 

We follow the Scriptural practice of CLOSE COMMUNION.  If you have not communed here 

prior to today, you should speak with our pastor before the service. We would like to help you es-

tablish the unity which comes from a common confession of faith (1 Corinthians 10:17) before ex-

pressing that union together at the Lord’s Table. It is not our intent to judge hearts, but to remain 

 

Agnus Dei is a Latin 

phrase meaning "Lamb 

of God". John the Bap-

tist spoke these words 

as he pointed to Jesus 

coming toward him 

(John 1:29). As Christ 

comes to us in the Holy 

Supper, we recognize 

him as the Lamb of God 

sacrificed for us to free 

us from the bondage of 

sin and death.  

The pastor speaks the 

words which Jesus 

spoke when he institut-

ed the Supper with his 

disciples in the Upper 

Room. With these 

words the bread and 

wine are consecrated, 

that is, set apart for 

God's use in this special 

meal.  

Gluten-free wafers are 

available.  If you point 

at the tray of wafers, 

you will be presented 

with a tray of gluten 

free wafers which you 

are invited to take.   

Alcohol-free white 

grape juice can be tak-

en from the wine tray . 



- 14 - - 14 - 

 faithful to the truth of God’s Word.  Those who have established that connection as members of 

sister WELS or ELS congregations may register by checking the box in the attendance record 

book at the end of your row. Thank you for honoring our practice.  

Distribution Hymn: Angels from the Realms of Glory CWH 347 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 4): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, alt.  Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–1879  Text and tune: Public domain 

Distribution Hymn: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise CW 82 

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to you we raise, 

    manifested by the star to the Magi from afar, 

branch of royal David’s stem, in your birth at Bethlehem. 

    Anthems be to you addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme, 

    and at Cana, wedding guest, in your Godhead manifest; 

manifest in pow’r divine, changing water into wine. 

    Anthems be to you addressed, God in man made manifest. 

 

These hymns are sung 

by the congregation 

during the distribution 

of the Lord’s Supper. 
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Manifest in making whole palsied limbs and fainting soul; 

    manifest in valiant fight, quelling all the devil’s might; 

manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good from ill. 

    Anthems be to you addressed, God in man made manifest. 
 

Sun and moon shall darkened be, stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee. 

    Christ will then like lightning shine; all will see his glorious sign. 

All will then the trumpet hear, all will see the judge appear. 

    You by all will be confessed, God in man made manifest. 
 

Grant us grace to see you, Lord, mirrored in your holy Word. 

    May our lives and all we do imitate and honor you 

that we all like you may be at your great epiphany 

    and may praise you, ever blest, God in man made manifest. 

Thanksgiving and Proclamation (Spoken Responsively) 

M: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

C: his mercy endures forever. 

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our 

love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Blessing 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

We offer our thanks 

and express our faith 

in what God has 

done for us and has 

promised to do for 

us in the future.  

The Aaronic Blessing is 

the blessing that Aaron 

and his sons were to 

speak over the people 

of Israel, recorded in 

Numbers 6:23–27. The 

pastor offers the same 

blessing to the congre-

gation as they are 

about to conclude their 

worship. 
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 Closing Hymn: Joy Has Dawned                                                                 CWH 352 

 

 

 

 
Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 
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Ways To Serve 

Youth Event  
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Our Gala Is  Around the Corner 

IT’S THE EVENT-OF-THE-YEAR 
 
The Gala is around the corner, and we don’t want you to miss out!  We’ll celebrate two decades with delicious 
food, glamorous activities, and swell times.  This is your chance for an unforgettable, roaring-twenties date 
night for a good cause.  Your support will help us raise the critical funds needed to add eight new classrooms, 
allowing more children to benefit from a quality, faith-based education.  Get more details by scanning the QR 
Code provided below. 
 
Event Details 
• Date:  February 28, 2026 
• Time:  5-8 pm 
• Location:  Hope Barn and Gardens 
• Limited tickets are on sale now through February 10. 
• Please note this will be an adults-only event. 
 
 

COME ON DOWN FOR THE GAME SHOW GALA on March 28, 2026 
 
Arizona Lutheran Academy is hosting its 15th annual Gala on Saturday, March 28, 2026, to raise funds for 
our campus branding and improvements. Consider donating an item for our auction—perhaps a basket 
filled with themed items or gift cards for a favorite restaurant and activity near you! Learn more and find 
ideas at ALAcoyotes.org/gala. 
 

Arizona Lutheran Academy Gala  

https://hopebarnandgardens.com/gallery/
https://alacoyotes.org/support/annual-auction/
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Personal Prayers for Communion 

Before Communing 

 Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the  friend of sinners, and you will not cast me 

out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all 

guilt. At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 

After Communing 

 Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood. You have given me for-

giveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in  you as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power 

of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  

Cross of Glory  
Lutheran Church & School 

10111 W Jomax Road 
Peoria, AZ 85383 

The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God’s 

world the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 


