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Advent 1 

November 30, 2025 

Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory 

Welcome to our Worship Center 
God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament.  

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.  
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

◼ Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby. 

◼ Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A. 

◼ Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We 

encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite children to come forward for the Chil-

dren’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord! 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined us 

today!  We invite you to stay after the service to chat and 

join us for coffee time. 

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to get 

to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross of Glory 

by either: 

◼ Using the friendship register at the end of each row 

to connect with us today.   

◼ Emailing us at church. secretary@crossofglory.org 

CHURCH MAP 

 Worship Focus 

The judge is an important person. You stand when he enters the courtroom. What he says must be 

obeyed. If you are the one on trial, his determinations make a big difference in how your life will contin-

ue.  

You might be quite nervous if the judge is about to arrive. John invited people to turn their nervousness 

to repentance. He says that the arrival of the Judge is imminent, and the kingdom of heaven is near! You 

are invited to hear John, repent, and believe the good news of the coming Savior.  

Do you remember the feeling when someone important is about to arrive 

at your place? It’s a mixture of anticipation and excitement and nervous-

ness. Did you make all the correct preparations? Will the person be happy 

to see you? When and how will the person arrive? Will there be any sur-

prises?  

During these weeks before Christmas, we anticipate the imminent arrival 

of Jesus. He’s an important person! We are about to celebrate his birth. He 

could return on judgment day at any time. But in worship we realize that 

he impacts our lives when the Bible is read and when the sacraments are 

administered. Suddenly we feel the excitement of an imminent arrival.  

Nov 30 Imminent Arrival of the Judge  Dec  21 Imminent Arrival of Emmanuel  

Dec 7 Imminent Arrival of the Messiah    
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Opening Hymn: Prepare the Royal Highway CWH 302 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 Tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation                                    (Spoken Responsively; Sung Response (CWH327)) 

M: We worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: Give glory to the coming King! 

C: Oh, come, let us worship him! 

M: Behold, he who was to come has come. 

C: We welcome him with thankful hearts. 

M: Behold, he who has come is coming again. 

C: We wait for him with fervent faith. 

M: The Spirit and the Church cry out: 

Advent Service  
 

Hymn of praise, prayer, 

or reflection on the 

season of the church 

year.  

We follow the advice of 

the Apostle Paul to  

“teach and admonish 

one another with all 

wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and 

songs from the Spirit, 

singing to God with 

gratitude in your 

hearts.”   

(Colossians 3:16) 

In this season of Ad-

vent, we call upon the 

triune God to be pre-

sent with us as we wor-

ship and prepare our 

hearts for the coming 

of Christ.   
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C: "Come, Lord Jesus." 

M: All who await his appearance pray: 

C: "Come, Lord Jesus." 

M: The whole creation pleads: 

C: "Come, Lord Jesus." 

Congregation sings:  
 

   

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, c. 12th cent., Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent., alt Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Advent Candle Lighting                       (Spoken Responsively; Sung Response (CWH327)) 

M: O Wisdom, proceeding from the mouth of the Most High, pervading and per-

meating all creation, mightily ordering all things: 

C: Come and teach us the way of wisdom. 

Congregation sings:  

 

 

 

 

The Advent wreath is  a 

symbol of victory, for a 

garland wreath was 

often placed on victors 

in contests or con-

quests. So naturally, a 

Christian can think of 

the crown of life that 

Jesus has won for us. 

The four candles in an 

Advent wreath empha-

size the four week peri-

od of penitence and 

preparation during 

Advent as we eagerly 

await the coming of the 

Light of the world to 

bring new life and 

hope.  
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Text: Latin, c. 12th cent., Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent., alt Text and tune: Public domain 

Confession and Absolution              (Spoken Responsively) 

M: Let us confess our sins to God our Father: 

C: O almighty, merciful Father, I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess to you all 

my sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended you and justly de-

served your punishment now and forever. But my heart is deeply grieved 

over them and I sincerely repent of them; and I pray you in your bound-

less mercy, and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and 

death of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to 

me, a poor sinful being. 

M: Upon this your confession, I as a called servant of the Word, announce the grace 

of God to all of you, and acting in his behalf and by the command of my Lord 

Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

The Word 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son. By his coming, 

give us strength in our conflicts, and shed light on our path through the dark-

ness of this world; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

 

“If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. “ 

(I John 1:9) 

Christ said to his disci-

ples, "If you forgive 

anyone his sins, they 

are forgiven". The pas-

tor speaks for God and 

announces God's  for-

giveness to those who 

made confession.  

The main thoughts of 

the day are collected or 

summarized in this 

short prayer.  
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First Reading Romans 15:4–13 

4For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might 

have hope. 

 5May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same atti-

tude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, 6so that with one mind and one 

voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 7Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise 

to God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s 

truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9and, moreover, 

that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written: 

“Therefore I will praise you among the Gentiles; 

 I will sing the praises of your name.” 

10Again, it says, 

“Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.” 

11And again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles; 

 let all the peoples extol him.” 

12And again, Isaiah says, 

“The Root of Jesse will spring up, 

 one who will arise to rule over the nations; 

 in him the Gentiles will hope.” 

 13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that 

you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Children's Sermon (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor) 

Gospel                                                                                                              Matthew 3:1–12 

1In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 2and say-

ing, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is he who was spoken of 

through the prophet Isaiah: 

“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 

 make straight paths for him.’ ” 
4John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his 

waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from Jerusalem 

and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6Confessing their sins, they were bap-

tized by him in the Jordan River. 

 

God’s people face the 

coming judgment with 

hope, not fear.  

John prepared people 

for the arrival of the 

Judge by emphasizing 

the nearness of the 

kingdom of God.  
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7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was 

baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not think you can 

say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that out of these stones 

God can raise up children for Abraham. 10The ax is already at the root of the trees, and 

every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11“I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me comes one who is more 

powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 

floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable 

fire.” 

Hymn of the Day: On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry CWH 316 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite Tune: Latin, 15th cent., adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon                                      Justice for the World                                 Isaiah 11:1–10                                               

1A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 

 from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
2The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 

 the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 

 the Spirit of counsel and of might, 

 the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
3and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

 

 

This hymn follows the 

theme of the readings 

and sets the stage for 

the sermon.  

In the sermon the Pas-

tor proclaims God's 

Word and applies that 

word to modern life 

and problems. He 

stresses both what God 

demands of us (the 

Law) and what God 

does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).  
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He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, 

 or decide by what he hears with his ears; 
4but with righteousness he will judge the needy, 

 with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 

He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; 

 with the breath of his lips he will slay the wicked. 
5Righteousness will be his belt 

 and faithfulness the sash around his waist. 

6The wolf will live with the lamb, 

 the leopard will lie down with the goat, 

the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 

 and a little child will lead them. 
7The cow will feed with the bear, 

 their young will lie down together, 

 and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
8The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 

 and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
9They will neither harm nor destroy 

 on all my holy mountain, 

for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 

 as the waters cover the sea. 

 10In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations 

will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious. 

The Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

 

 

After hearing the word 

of God, the worshiper 

responds with this con-

fession of faith.  

The Apostles’ Creed, 

developed over hun-

dreds of years in the 

early Christian church, 

is a brief and simple 

statement of gospel 

truths taught by the 

apostles. Christians 

used it to tell others 

what they believed and 

also to confess their 

faith with one another 

as they met for wor-

ship.  
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Song of the Season: Jesus, Joy of the Highest Heaven  
Cantors sings Vs. 1; Congregation joins for Vs. 2 

Jesus, joy of the highest heaven, born as a little baby under a wondrous star. 

Like us, crying, he takes his first breath, held by his mother,  

helpless, close to her beating heart. 

Jesus, laid in a lowly manger, facing a world of dangers;  

come to turn me, a stranger, into a child of God. 

Congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a hymn selected 

for the current church 

season that is generally 

new to our congrega-

tion, usually introduced 

first by a soloist, and 

repeated for several 

weeks to assist the 

congregation in learn-

ing the hymn. 
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Offering Prayer 

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offering in the 

receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after the service.  

Prayer of the Church                                                                       (Spoken Responsively) 

M: Eternal Father, throughout the centuries you repeated and affirmed your prom-

ise to send the offspring of the woman to crush the serpent’s head. Through 

your prophets of old, you continually directed the eyes of your people to the ad-

vent of their Savior. 

C: We praise you, O Lord, for keeping your promise and sending your Son to 

destroy the works of the devil.  

M: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our King, use your mighty Word to shat-

ter our pride and to rouse us from spiritual slumber and apathy. 

C: Move us to take to heart the words of John: “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is near.”  

M: You sent your Son to redeem us from sin. Let this good news be our joy and 

strength. Use it to cheer the lonely, encourage the fearful, and give hope to the 

despairing. In these days before Christmas, spare us from the stress of deadlines 

and the frenzy of commercialism. 

C: Fill our lives with the message of your peace and the music of your grace. 

M: Direct our eyes not only to the manger but also to the skies, where we will see 

your Son coming again, not as a lowly child but as the Lord of lords. 

 

The gifts of God's peo-

ple are a response to 

God's blessings.   

The apostle Paul en-

couraged  young  Pas-

tor Timothy: " I urge, 

then, first of all, that 

petitions, prayers, 

intercession and 

thanksgiving be made 

for all people ".  

(I Timothy 2:1)  
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C: Lift up our hearts in joyful anticipation of that day. 

M: Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional 

pain and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compas-

sion on the grieving and comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved. 

C: Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

~Silent prayer~  

M: Come quickly, Lord Jesus, in your grace, in your power, and in your glory. 

C: Come, Lord Jesus! Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer    (Spoken in Unison) 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

The Dismissal (Spoken Responsively) 

M: Behold, He who was to come has come. 

C: We welcome him with thankful hearts. 

M: Behold, He who has come is coming again. 

C: We wait for him with fervent faith. 

M: He who testifies to these things says, 'Yes, I am coming soon' 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

M: The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. 

C: Amen. 

We speak to  God as 

our Father as Jesus 

taught us. (Matthew 6) 

 

We close the service as 

we began with  the 

words of Revelation 

22:20, “Amen. Come, 

Lord Jesus.” 
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Closing Hymn: All Praise to Him CWH 600 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: adapted by Matt Merker, b. 1984; Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt.; adapted by Bob Kauflin, b. 1955 
Tune: Matt Merker, b. 1984; Bob Kauflin, b. 1955 
Text and tune: © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

 


