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st's Love, Our Calling.

Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory

Welcome to our Worship Center

God defines a church as people gathering around Word and Sacrament.

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.




Worship Focus

God's Saints Pause to Give Thanks

Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits. (Psalm 103:2)

In our busy lives we can easily forget about God’s blessings. We can take them for granted. We can fail to
thank the Lord for his goodness and grace.

In every age, since the beginning of time, believers have recognized God as the Giver of all good things.
And while they have lived their entire lives in grateful acknowledgement of that fact, there are biblical ex-
amples of God’s holy people expressing special thanks for his goodness.

This evening as we celebrate Thanksgiving, we listen, learn, and meditate on the words and actions of
some of those saints. As we do, we quickly find that we have every reason to follow in their footsteps and
as God’s saints to pause and give thanks.
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

= Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby.

= Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger accompanied by adult in Classroom A.

= Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We

encourage parents to guide their children through the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation
in the Word of the Lord!




Thanksgiving Song Service

Opening Hymn: We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer CWH 609
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we bless your ho -ly name,  glad prais-es we sing.

to you, our great Re-deem - er, for - ev - er be praise!

Text: Julia B. Cory, 1882-1963, alt. Tune: Nederlandtsch Gedenckclanck, Haarlem, 1626 Text and tune: Public domain

Invocation L
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M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the | we callupon God to be
.. . present with us. We
HO]Y Splrlt be with you. worship the triune God,
remembering our Bap-
tism in his name.

C: And also with you.

Confession and Absolution (Spoken Responsively)
M: Our help is in the name of the Lord. ‘
C: The Maker of heaven and earth. A {2’
M: Ifyou, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? “If we confess our sins,
C: But with you there is forgiveness; therefore you are feared. e is faithful and just
and will forgive us our
M: We are gathered today to hear God’s Word and to call upon him in prayer and sins and purify us from

. . . . all unrighteousness. “
praise. It is, therefore, good and proper that we consider our unworthiness to

approach the Holy One of Israel and to confess before our God and one another
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed. Together as his people, let us
seek refuge in the infinite mercy of our heavenly Father, by seeking his grace for
the sake of Christ:

C: Holy God, heavenly Father, you have given us many good gifts. Today we
thank you for all of them. But we also confess that sometimes we love

(1 John 1:9)
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Christ said to his disci-
ples, "If you forgive
anyone his sins, they

are forgiven". The pas-

tor speaks for God and

announces God's for-

giveness to those who
made confession.

s

The main thoughts of
the day are collected or
summarized in this
short prayer.

A
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As with the children of
Isreal, we are reminded
that God is the source
of all we possess.

those gifts more than we love you. We confess wanting more and more
things: food, clothing, money, and other earthly things. Forgive us for all
the times we have failed to be content and thankful. Have mercy on us for
the sake of your Son, Jesus. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy
name.

M: In the mercy of the Almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us and for
his sake, God forgives all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, he gives
the power to become children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May
the Lord, who has begun this good work of faith in our hearts, bring it to com-
pletion until the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Prayer of the Day (Spoken by Minister)
M: Assured of his forgiveness, let us pray to the Lord:

Almighty God, our heavenly Father: Your generous goodness comes to us new
every morning. By the work of your Holy Spirit, lead us to acknowledge your
goodness, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing obedience;
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Thanksgiving Scripture Deuteronomy 8:10-18

“When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good
land he has given you. "Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to
observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you this day. “Other-
wise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down, and
when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you
have is multiplied, “then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD
your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. "He led you
through the vast and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, with its ven-
omous snakes and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. ®He gave you
manna to eat in the wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to humble
and test you so that in the end it might go well with you. “You may say to yourself, “My
power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” ®*But remem-
ber the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so
confirms his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.




Psalm of the Day Psalm 100B
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ly stood and shall from age to age en - dure.
Text: William Kethe, alt. Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
Tune: Public domain
Confession of Faith: 1st Article of the Apostles’ Creed (Spoken Responsively)

M: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
What does this mean?

C: I believe that God created me and all that exists, and that he gave me my
body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my mind and all my abili-
ties.

M: And I believe that God still preserves me by richly and daily providing clothing
and shoes, food and drink, property and home, spouse and children, land, cattle,
and all I own, and all I need to keep my body and life.

C: God also preserves me by defending me against all danger, guarding and
protecting me from all evil. All this God does only because he is my good
and merciful Father in heaven, and not because I have earned or deserved
it. For all this I ought to thank and praise, to serve and obey him.

This is most certainly true.
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The Book of Psalms was
the Old Testament
hymnbook, prayer and
liturgy book. It was
used by worshipers at
the temple. Many of
the Psalms are the basis
for our hymns and part
of our liturgy is taken
from the Psalms. The
word “Psalm” comes
from the Greek and
means “a song sung to
the accompaniment of
a stringed instrument.”
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After hearing the Word
of God, we respond
with our confession of
faith.

Today, we confess the
first article of The
Apostles’ Creed, which
focuses on the first
person of the Trinity,
God the Father, the all-
powerful creator of all
things who is the pro-
vider of all we need.
The explanation is tak-
en from Luther’s Small
Catechism.




God's Saints Pause to Give Thanks

Joseph: Giving Thanks for Adversity

Genesis 50:19-20

“But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? **You intend-
ed to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done,
the saving of many lives.

Hymn of Response: My Worth Is Not in What | Own CWH 753
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Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Graham Kendrick, b. 1950
Text and tune: © 2014 Getty Music Publishing and Makeway Music, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

Miriam: Giving Thanks for Protection

Exodus 15:19-21

“When Pharaoh’s horses, chariots and horsemen went into the sea, the LORD
brought the waters of the sea back over them, but the Israelites walked through the sea
on dry ground. **Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a timbrel in her hand,
and all the women followed her, with timbrels and dancing. *Miriam sang to them:




“Sing to the LORD,

for he is highly exalted.
Both horse and driver

he has hurled into the sea.”

Hymn of Response: For All the Faithful Women CWH 893
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Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923-2007, alt. Tune: Finnish
Text: © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 Tune: Public domain
Solomon: Giving Thanks for a Place to Worship 2 Chronicles 6:18-21

8“But will God really dwell on earth with humans? The heavens, even the highest
heavens, cannot contain you. How much less this temple I have built! “Yet, LORD my
God, give attention to your servant’s prayer and his plea for mercy. Hear the cry and
the prayer that your servant is praying in your presence. *’May your eyes be open to-
ward this temple day and night, this place of which you said you would put your Name
there. May you hear the prayer your servant prays toward this place. *Hear the suppli-
cations of your servant and of your people Israel when they pray toward this place.
Hear from heaven, your dwelling place; and when you hear, forgive.

Hymn of Response: Open, Lovely Doors CWH 912
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hear my cry: lift my heart to you on high!

Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737, abr.; tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963 Tune: Joachim Neander, 1650-1680
Text: © 2012 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 Tune: Public domain
Mary: Giving Thanks for a Savior Luke 1:46-50
“And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
*and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
Bfor he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
“for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.
>°His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
Hymn of Response: Holy Is Your Name CWH 956
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Refrain
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Text: anonymous, alt. Tune: Scottish Text and tune: Public domain

Paul: Giving Thanks in All Circumstances 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

"*Rejoice always, “pray continually, "*give thanks in all circumstances; for this is

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

Hymn of Response: O Bless the Lord, My Soul CWH 623
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Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, abr., alt. Tune: Aaron Williams, 1731-1776 Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer (Spoken by Minister)

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offer-
ing in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after

the service.

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Spoken Responsively)

M: Give thanks to the Lord, who is good.
C: His love is everlasting.

M: Come, let us praise God joyfully.

C: Let us come to him with thanksgiving.
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The gifts of God's peo-
ple are a response to
God's blessings.

The apostle Paul en-
couraged young Pas-
tor Timothy: " l urge,
then, first of all, that
petitions, prayers,
intercession and
thanksgiving be made
for all people ".
(I Timothy 2:1)

O
'



0

: For the good world; for things great and small, beautiful and awesome; for seen

and unseen splendors:
We thank you, Lord God.

M: For human life; for talking and moving and thinking together; for common

Q

hopes and hardships shared from birth until our dying:
We thank you, Lord God.

M: For work to do and strength to work; for the comradeship of labor; for exchang-

Q

es of good humor and encouragement:
We thank you, Lord God.

M: For marriage; for the mystery and joy of flesh made one; for mutual forgiveness

Q

and burdens shared; for secrets kept in love:
We thank you, Lord God.

M: For family; for living together and eating together; for family amusements and

family pleasures:
We thank you, Lord God.

M: For children; for their energy and curiosity; for their brave play and startling

Q

frankness; for their sudden sympathies:
We thank you, Lord God.

M: For the young; for their high hopes; for their candid criticism; for their search

Q

for freedom and fairness:
We thank you, Lord God.

M: For growing up and growing old; for wisdom deepened by experience; for rest in

Q

leisure; for time made precious by its passing:
We thank you, Lord God.

M: For your help in times of doubt and sorrow; for healing our diseases; for preserv-
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ing us in temptation and danger:
We thank you, Lord God.

M: For the Church into which we have been called; for the good news we receive by

Q

Word and Sacrament; for our life together in the Lord:

We praise you, Lord God.

: For your Holy Spirit, who guides our steps and brings us gifts of faith, hope, and

love, who prays in us and prompts our grateful worship:

We praise you, Lord God.

M: Above all, O God, for your Son, Jesus Christ, who lived and died and lives again

C:

for our salvation; for our hope in him; and for the joy of serving him:

We thank and praise you, eternal God, for all your goodness to us.

M:Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
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Silent prayer.

M: Give thanks to the Lord, who is good.

C: His love is everlasting.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

We speak to God as Lead us not into temptation,
our Father as Jesus but deliver us from evil.
taught us. (Matthew 6) .
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Aaronic Blessing is
the blessing that Aaron
and his sons were to
speak over the people
of Israel, recorded in
Numbers 6:23-27. The
pastor offers the same
blessing to the congre-
gation as they are

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.

C: Amen.

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

about to conclude their | Closing Hymn: My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness CWH 626
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* This phrase repeats at the end of st. 3.

Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963
Text and tune: © 2003 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716
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