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Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory 

Welcome to our Worship Center 
God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament.  

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.  
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

◼ Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby. 

◼ Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A. 

◼ Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We 

encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite children to come forward for the Chil-

dren’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord! 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined us 

today!  We invite you to stay after the service to chat and 

join us for coffee time. 

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to get 

to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross of Glory 

by either: 

◼ Using the friendship register at the end of each row 

to connect with us today.   

◼ Emailing us at church. secretary@crossofglory.org 

CHURCH MAP 

 Worship Focus 

WE LIVE LIVES OF LAVISH LOVE  If someone saved you from a horrible death, what would you do to thank them? Prob-

ably just about anything they asked! You would be that grateful. Jesus not only saved us from eternal death in hell, but he 

won for us an eternity in paradise. What shall we do to thank him? This week we see that Jesus asks for just one thing—

love. He asks us, in every interaction we have with others, to demonstrate the same selfless love that he has shown to us. 

That is how we thank him.  

Fortunately, Jesus doesn’t just ask us to show love. Jesus empowers us to show love. The same divine power which raised 

Jesus from the dead now raises us up to a new and better life, enabling us to set aside our natural selfishness and self-

glorification and instead live in a more excellent way. Like Christ, we strive to do everything for the benefit of others. Be-

cause he lives, we live lives of lavish love.  

It is easy to become so engrossed in the details of historical events—who, when, 

where—that we miss their significance. For example, consider World War II. There are 

many compelling stories. Lots of dates and data to remember. However, for a moment, 

set all that aside, and just imagine the Allies had lost. How would the world be different 

today? What would life be like for those of Jewish heritage? Would freedom exist in Eu-

rope? Would we be speaking German? With historical events, you miss out if you focus 

only on the details: who, when, where. You also need to focus what that historical event 

means. The Allies won. That means something!  

In this season of Easter, it is good we review the details: who, when, where. That reminds us that the resurrection of Christ 

is not fairytale or fable. It is a historical event. . . the historical event. However, we do ourselves a disservice if we simply 

recall the historic details of Easter without thinking long and hard about Easter’s significance. Jesus won. That means some-

thing! It is our privilege and pleasure to use the fifty days of Easter to discuss this fact: because he lives, not only is our eter-

nity secure, but we have abundant resources to face the present.  

Our journey through the Easter season follows this path: 

Apr. 27 We have a Meaningful Mission May 18 We Live Lives of Lavish Love  

May 4 We Can See Things Clearly  May 25 We Have Deep and Lasting Joy  

May 11 We Know Jesus is Trustworthy and True  Jun. 1 He Reigns Over Everything for the Benefit of His Church  
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Gathering Rite on Holy Baptism         (CWH679 Sung Responses) 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Congregation Sings: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

M: I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of 

water and the Spirit. 

C: Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. (John 3:5,6) 

M: Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us. 

(Psalm 51:5) 

C: But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of 

the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.  (1 Corinthians 6:11) 

Congregation Sings: 

 

 

Scripture and Song with Lord’s Supper 
 

God’s people long to 

gather together for 

strength from him and 

for mutual encourage-

ment. The beginning of 

this worship service 

reminds us of the con-

tinual blessings of Bap-

tism. 

“Don’t you know that 

all of us who were bap-

tized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his 

death? We were there-

fore buried with him 

through baptism into 

death in order that, just 

as Christ was raised 

from the dead through 

the glory of the Father, 

we too may live a new 

life.” 

(Romans  6:3,4) 



- 4 - 

 

 

 
 

M: As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Congregation Sings:  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

M: Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing 

her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself 

as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and 

blameless (Ephesians 5:25-27). Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 

authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

“If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. “ 

(I John 1:9) 

 

 
Christ said to his disci-

ples, "If you forgive 

anyone his sins, they 

are forgiven". The pas-

tor speaks for God and 

announces God's  for-

giveness to those who 

made confession.  
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Congregation Sings: 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Robert E. Voelker, b. 1957; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756  Tune: Johann Caspar Bachofen, 1695–1755, alt. 
Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716   Tune: Public domain 

Prayer of the Day (Spoken by Minister) 

M: O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us 

love what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many 

changes of this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

First Reading Acts 11:1–18 

 1The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had re-

ceived the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believ-

ers criticized him 3and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate 

with them.” 

 4Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5“I was in the city of 

Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being 

let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6I looked 

 

The Lord taught Peter 

that racial and cultural 

differences are not to 

prevent us from show-

ing lavish love to all 

people.  

The main thoughts of 

the day are collected or 

summarized in this 

short prayer.  
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into it and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7Then I 

heard a voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 

 8“I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 

 9“The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call anything impure that God 

has made clean.’ 10This happened three times, and then it was all pulled up to heaven 

again. 

 11“Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea stopped at the house 

where I was staying. 12The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about going with them. 

These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us 

how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for Simon who is 

called Peter. 14He will bring you a message through which you and all your household 

will be saved.’ 

 15“As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the be-

ginning. 16Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but 

you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17So if God gave them the same gift he gave 

us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s 

way?” 

 18When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So 

then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

Psalm 145   (Spoken Responsively)  

M: Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 

C: his greatness no one can fathom. 

M: One generation commends your works to another; 

C: they tell of your  mighty acts. 

M: The Lord upholds all who fall 

C: and lifts up all who are bowed down. 

M: The eyes of all look to you, and you give them their food at the proper time. 

C: You open your hand and satisfy the desires of every living thing. 

M: The Lord is near to all who call on him, 

C: to all who call on  him in truth. 

M: He fulfills the desires of those who fear him; 

C: he hears their cry and saves them. 

The Children's Sermon (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor)    

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

 1If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a re-

sounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all 

 

The Book of Psalms was 

the Old Testament 

hymnbook, prayer and 

liturgy book. It was 

used by worshipers at 

the temple. Many of 

the Psalms are the basis 

for our hymns and part 

of our liturgy is taken 

from the Psalms. The 

word “Psalm” comes 

from the  Greek and 

means “a song sung to 

the accompaniment of 

a stringed instrument.”  

The defining mark of 

Christians is not the 

spiritual gifts that they 

possess, but it is the 

lavish love that is 

demonstrated as they 

use those gifts for the 

benefit of others.  
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mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not 

have love, I am nothing. 3If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my body to 

hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

 4Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5It 

does not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no rec-

ord of wrongs. 6Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7It always pro-

tects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

 8Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 

tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9For we know 

in part and we prophesy in part, 10but when completeness comes, what is in part disap-

pears. 11When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 

child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12For now we see 

only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then 

I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

Sermon Hymn: Son of God, Eternal Savior CWH 729 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This hymn follows the 

theme of the readings 

and sets the stage for 

the sermon.  



- 8 - 

 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, abr., alt.  Tune: The Revivalist, Troy, 1868, ed. Joseph Hillman  Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon                                        “The Glory of Love”                             John 13:31–35                                     

31When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified 

in him. 32If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify 

him at once. 
33“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as 

I told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 
34“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must 

love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.” 

The Nicene Creed (Spoken in Unison) 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

 

In the sermon the Pas-

tor proclaims God's 

Word and applies that 

word to modern life 

and problems. He 

stresses both what God 

demands of us (the 

Law) and what God 

does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).  

After hearing the word 

of God, the worshiper 

responds with this con-

fession of faith.  

The Nicene Creed was 

written in 325 A.D. to 

address false ideas 

about the divinity of 

Jesus Christ. That ex-

plains why the second 

article of the Nicene 

Creed is longer than its 

counterpart in the 

Apostles’ Creed.  
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  We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Song of the Season: Arise My Soul, Arise CWH 569  

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt. Tune: Dan Forrest, b. 1978 Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 2015 Beckenhorst Press, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

This is a hymn selected 

for the current church 

season that is generally 

new to our congrega-

tion, usually introduced 

first by a soloist, and 

repeated for several 

weeks to assist the 

congregation in learn-

ing the hymn. 
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Prayer (Spoken by Minister) 

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offer-

ing in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after 

the service.  

Lord's Prayer (Spoken in Unison) 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Holy Communion 

The Preparation                                                                    (Spoken Responsively) 

M: I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you 

agree with one another,  

C:  so that there may be no divisions among you, and that you may be per-

fectly united in mind and thought.  (1 Cor. 1:10)  

M: Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation  in the 

blood of Christ? 

C:  And is not the bread that we break, a participation in the body of Christ? 

M: Because there is one loaf, we, who are many, are one body: 

C:  for we all partake of the one loaf. (1 Cor 10:16-17) 

M: Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy 

manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 

C:  A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of 

the cup. (1 Cor 11:26-28) 

 

The gifts of God's peo-

ple are a response to 

God's blessings.   

We speak to  God as 
our Father as Jesus 

taught us. (Matthew 6) 

The responsive reading 

from I Corinthians re-

minds the communi-

cants of the necessity 

of the unity of faith and 

preparation required as 

we receive the body 

and blood of Christ. 
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Communion Canticle: Just as I Am, without One Plea                         CWH 814 

 

 

 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871  Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868 Text and tune: Public domain 

Words of Institution                                                                     (Spoken by Minister) 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat;  

this is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me."  Then 

he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of 

you;  this is my blood of the  new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Sung Response: What Is This Bread                                                             CWH 665 

 

 

 

 

As we approach the 

Lord’s table,  we are 

reminded that we are 

invited only because of 

the price Jesus paid on 

the cross. 

The pastor speaks the 

words which Jesus 

spoke when he institut-

ed the Supper with his 

disciples in the Upper 

Room. With these 

words the bread and 

wine are consecrated, 

that is, set apart for 

God's use in this special 

meal.  

This hymn of response 

perfectly describes the 

blessings of this Sacra-

ment - forgiveness of 

sins, life, and salvation. 
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Text: Frederic W. Baue, b. 1946  Tune: Jean Neuhauser Baue, b. 1951 
Text and tune: © 1991 Fred and Jean Baue. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Distribution of Sacrament 

We follow the Scriptural practice of CLOSE COMMUNION.  If you have not communed here 

prior to today, you should speak with our pastor before the service. We would like to help you es-

tablish the unity which comes from a common confession of faith (1 Corinthians 10:17) before ex-

pressing that union together at the Lord’s Table. It is not our intent to judge hearts, but to remain 

faithful to the truth of God’s Word.  Those who have established that connection as members of 

sister WELS or ELS congregations may register by checking the box in the attendance record 

book at the end of your row. Thank you for honoring our practice.  

Distribution Hymn: Draw Near CWH 662 

Ensemble sings verses; congregation sings refrain 

 

 
 

Draw near and take the body of your Lord, 

and drink the holy blood for you outpoured. 

Saved by his body and his holy blood, 

with souls refreshed we give our thanks to God. (Refrain) 
 

~ Interlude ~ 
 

(Refrain) 
 

Christ our Redeemer, God’s eternal Son, 

has by his cross and blood the vict’ry won. 

He gave his life for greatest and for least, 

himself the off’ring and himself the priest. (Refrain) 
 

~ Interlude ~ 
 

(Refrain) 

This is a hymn sung by 

the congregation dur-

ing the distribution of 

the Lord’s Supper. 

Gluten-free wafers are 

available.  If you point 

at the tray of wafers, 

you will be presented 

with a tray of gluten 

free wafers which you 

are invited to take.   

Alcohol-free white 

grape juice can be tak-

en from the wine tray . 
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 Let us approach with faithful hearts sincere 

and take the pledges of salvation here. 

Christ, who in this life all the saints defends, 

gives all believers life that never ends. (Refrain) 
 

~ Interlude ~ 
 

(Refrain) 
 

With heav’nly bread he makes the hungry whole, 

gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 

Lord of the nations, to whom all must bow, 

in this great feast of love be with us now. (Refrain) 

Text: Latin, 7th cent., abr.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

Song of Simeon   Nunc Dimittis                                              (Sung by Congregation) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nunc Dimittis 

("now dismiss") is also 

known as the "Song 

of  Simeon"  (Luke 2: 29-

32).  Through God's 

Word and Sacrament, 

we too have seen 

Christ, the Messi-

ah.  Like aged Simeon 

who held the Christ-

child in his arms as God 

had promised, we find 

divine peace and com-

fort through faith in 

the Savior. 
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 Closing Prayer                                                                               (Spoken by Minister) 

M: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your 

Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us 

pardon and peace in this sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us 

but rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you 

day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing                                                                                                                 (Spoken by Minister) 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness.   

The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C:  Amen. 

Closing Hymn: Oh, How Good It Is                                                     CWH 731 

Ensemble sings Vs. 1 and Congregation joins for Vs. 2-3 

Oh, how good it is when the fam’ly of God 

dwells together in spirit, in faith and unity. 

Where the bonds of peace, of acceptance and love 

are the fruits of his presence here among us. (Refrain) 
 

So with one voice we’ll sing to the Lord, 

and with one heart we’ll live out his word, 

till the whole earth sees the Redeemer has come, 

for he dwells in the presence of his people. 

Congregation sings: 

 

 

 

The Aaronic Blessing is 

the blessing that Aaron 

and his sons were to 

speak over the people 

of Israel, recorded in 

Numbers 6:23–27. The 

pastor offers the same 

blessing to the congre-

gation as they are 

about to conclude their 

worship. 
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Before Communing 

 Lord, I am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the  friend of sinners, and you will not cast me out. 

This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. 

At your invitation, I come rejoicing. Receive me, my Savior. 

  

After Communing 

 Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood. You have given me for-

giveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in  you as a branch remains in the vine. Send me out in the power 

of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  

Personal Prayers for Communion 



The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God’s 

world the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 

Cross of Glory  
Lutheran Church & School 

10111 W Jomax Road 
Peoria, AZ 85383 

Please scan the QR code below for our weekly newsletter 

 


