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Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory
The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in

Welcome to our Worship Center

God defines a church as people gathering around Word and Sacrament.

God’s world the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus' peace and power will fill you.
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Worship Focus

God's Surprising Strategies for Getting Sinners Back Home: When a wayward
child wanders far from home, how does a loving parent pursue them without driving
them further away? One thing that parent does is let the child know that there is an
ongoing open-door policy. The child knows they will always be welcomed back
home. Likewise, when we wander from God, he always keeps his door open for us.
But God doesn’t just passively wait for us to return. He lovingly pursues sinners in
ways that make them long for home.

In the Church Year, we have come to the season of Lent. The word Lent comes from
an old English word for spring: “lengthen,"” when the days grow longer. For over
1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter
as a time of repentance and renewal. In this 40-day journey to the cross and tomb,
we will see the surprising strategies our heavenly Father uses for getting sinners
back home, close to him and the loving care he offers.

Our journey through the Epiphany season follows this path:

o03-0g One Stands; Everyone Else Sits o3-30  Grace instead of Condemnation

o3-16  No Detours Allowed o4-06 Hiding Treasure in the Trash

03-23  Always Present, Always Patient

HIDING TREASURE IN THE TRASH This week we see how our Father makes the treasures of his house available to any and

all. He places them in the last place we'd expect—the trash. In God's family, the things the world prizes and pursues are

counted as worthless. Conversely, what the world rejects and discards is considered priceless and worth pursuing.

The best example of this is Jesus Christ himself. The Father sent his greatest treasure—God the Son—to earth. And many con-

sidered Jesus to be a trash that needed to be taken out. . . a troublemaker that needed to be killed. In truth, Christ is the pre-

cious cornerstone that God used to build his house, the one with the open door.
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= Emailing us at church. secretary(@crossofglory.org

FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN

= Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby.

= MNursery for toddlers 2 years and younger accompanied by adult in Classroom A.

= Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We
encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite children to come forward for the Chil-
dren's Message during the service. Let's work together to bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord!

Personal Prayers for Communion

Before Communing

Lord, | am not worthy to be a guest at your holy table. But you are the friend of sinners, and
you will not cast me out. This bread is your body, which bore my sins upon the tree. This wine
is your blood, which purifies me from all guilt. At your invitation, | come rejoicing. Receive me,
my Savior.

After Communing

Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament with your body and blood.
You have given me forgiveness, life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch
remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise
and glory.

Building Capital Fund Update

Below is an update for the Building Capital Fund
February-March gifts received are $55,405
The Fund Balance is $181,953

Weekly QR Code

Please use the QR code to view the weekly newsletter.




Blessing

The Service and Lord’s Supper

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
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Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.
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We call upon God to be

present with us. We
worship the triune God,
remembering our Bap
tism in his name.

%

“If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just
and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from
all unrighteousness, *

{1 John 1:9)

Christ said to his disci
ples, "If you forgive
anyane his sins, they

are forgiven". The pas

tor speaks for God and

announces God's for

giveness to those who
made confession.

The title of this prayer
is “Kyrie" in Greek
meaning "0 Lord". It is
dcry to the Lord for
help and strength.

Invocation

M

: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.
Confession (Spoken Responsively)
M: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

C:

Abso

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.

Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.

Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

lution (Spoken Responsively)

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Je-

C:

Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie

sus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(Spoken Responsively)

M: In peace let us pray to the Lord.

C:

Lord, have mercy.

M: For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

C:

M:

Lord, have mercy.

: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

We offer our thanks
and express our faith
in what God has
done for us and has
promised to do for
us in the future.

When from the dust of death I rise

to claim my mansion in the skies,

this then shall be my only plea:
Jesus has lived and died for me.

Jesus, be worshiped endlessly!

Your boundless mercy has for me,

for me and all your hands have made,

an everlasting ransom paid.

Text: Nicolaus L won Znzendarf, 1700-1760, abr; tr. Jobin B, Wesley, 1703-1791, alt. Tunss George J. Elvey, 1816-1853 Text and tune: Pubdc domain

Distribution Hymn: When | Survey the Wondrous Cross CWH 407
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Text: |saac Watts, 1674-r748, abr_ alt Tunses Lowell Mason, rga-ulyz Text and tune: Public domain

Thanksgiving and Proclamation

M:

C:
M:
C:
M:

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift.

all

to
rich
life,

(Spoken Responsively)

T
e
my

pride.
his  blood.
a crown?
my all.

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our

love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

: Amen.
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O Christ, Lamb of God Agnus Dei (Sung by Congregation)
Tune: HAMBURG
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took our place— be - stow on us vyour sav - ing  grace.
nev - er cease—  have mer-cy, Lord, and grant us peace.

Text: Michael D Schultz Tunes Losaell Mason
Text: & 2021 Morthwestern Publishing House. Usad by permiszion: Onellcense no. 7nyes Tune: Public domain

Distribution of Sacrament

We follow the Scriptural practice of CLOSE COMMUNION. If you have not communed here prior to to-
day, you should speak with our pastor before the service. We would like to help you establish the unity
which comes from a common confession of faith (1 Corinthians 10:17) before expressing that union together
at the Lord's Table. It is not our intent to judge hearts, but to remain faithful to the truth of God's Word.
Those who have established that connection as members of sister WELS or ELS congregations may register
by checking the box in the attendance record book at the end of your row. Thank you for honoring our

practice.
Distribution Hymn: Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness CWH 573
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Agnus Dei is a Latin
phrase meaning "Lamb
of God". John the Bap
tist spoke these words
as he pointed to lesus
coming toward him
{(lohn 1:29). As Christ
comes to us in the Holy
Supper, we recognize
him as the Lamb of God
sacrificed for us to free
us from the bondage of
sin and death.

Gluten-free wafers are
available. If you paint
at the tray of wafers,
you will be presented

with a tray of gluten
free wafers which you
are invited to take,

Alcohol-free white
grape juice can be tak
en from the wine tray.

These hymns are sung
by the congregation
during the distribution
of the Lord's Supper.

."2_

M: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mercy.

M: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C: Amen.

Prayer of the Day (Spoken by Minister)

M: Almighty God, by your great goodness, mercifully look upon your people that
we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

First Reading Isaiah 43:16-21

*This is what the LORD says—
he who made a way through the sea,
a path through the mighty waters,
"who drew out the chariots and horses,
the army and reinforcements together,
and they lay there, never to rise again,
extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:
"““Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.
“See, | am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.
**The wild animals honor me,
the jackals and the owls,
because | provide water in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland,
to give drink to my people, my chosen,
“the people | formed for myself
that they may proclaim my praise.

e

The main thoughts of
the day are collected or
summarized in this
short prayer.

Isaiah prophesied that
the nation of Babylon
would trash Judah and
carry them inte captiv
ity. Isaiah also prophe
sied that this would
produce the tréasure of
spiritual renewal.




The Book of Psalms was
the Old Testament
hymnbook, prayer and
liturgy book. It was
used by worshipers at
the temple. Many of
the Pzalms are the basis
for our hymns and part
of our liturgy is taken
from the Psalms. The
word “Psalm™ comes
from the Greek and
means “d song sung to
the accompaniment of
a stringed instrument.”

A verse from the Holy
Scriptures is usually
spoken to capture the
theme of the service.

Psalm of the Day Psalm 73B
Refrain
[a]
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I am always / with you;
you hold me by my / right hand.

You guide me with your / counsel,

and afterward you will take me into / glory.

Whom have I in / heav'n but you?

And earth has nothing I desire be- | sides you.

My flesh and my / heart may fail,
but God is the strength of my heart and my portion for- / ever.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,

as it was in the

is now, and will be forever. | Amen. Refrain

Text: Tha Draft Proposed Book of Camman Prayer Tune: Jack Moble White Setting: Kermit G. Moldenhauar

be- / ginning,

Text: © w76 Charles Martimer Guilbert, custodian of the Standard Book of Commean Prayer. Used by permissionz One License no. 7117164

Tune: & 1596 H. W. Gray Company. All rights asigned to and owmned by Jubilate Music Group, LLE. Used by permibssions OneLicense no. 7nyes
Setting: © 193 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing Howse. Used by permission: Onelicense no. 7rzes

The Children's Sermon

Gospel Acclamation

(All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor)

Psalm 118:22

M: The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone.

We speak to God as
our Father as lesus
taught us. {Matthew 6)

*0o
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The pastor speaks the
words which Jesus
spoke when he institut
ed the Supper with his
disciples in the Upper
Room. With these
words the bread and
wine dre consecrated,
that is, set apart for
God's use in this special
mieal.

Lord’s Prayer

Prayer of Thanksgiving

M: We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you

sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through
him you made all things; in him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word,
conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promis-
es, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released from eternal death all
who believe in you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have
gathered us together to receive your Son'’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit,
unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son,
Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

(Spoken in Unison)

Owur Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat;

this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for

the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.
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The gifts of God's peo
ple are a response to
God's blessings.

The pastor and people
prepare to celebrate
the Holy Meal by greet
ing each other and with
an exhortation as how
to celebrate the meal.

Sanctus is o Latin word
meaning "Holy". The
Sanctus contains words
from Isaiah's vision of
God (Isaiah 6:3) and the
crowd's response on
Palm Sunday when
Jesus entered the city
of Jerusalem (Matthew
21:9). We join them in
spirit by singing their
wards as we anticipate
Christ’s coming in the
sacrament.

Prayer (Spoken by Minister)

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offer-
ing in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after

the service.
The Sacrament

Preface (Spoken Responsively)

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give him thanks and praise.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come together in his name,
there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. There-
fore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name
and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy Sanctus (Sung by Congregation)

Tim;.-ﬂﬂw
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1 Sing, “Ho -1y, ho-1ly, ho ly Lord God of hosts on high,
2 Ho - san-na in the high - est! How blest is Christ our King,
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your ev - er-last-ing glo - ry fills earth and sea and sky.”
who died as our Re - deem - er, e - ter-nal life to bring!
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Qur woic-es cry, “Ho - san - na!” Lord, hear our hum-ble plea:
How blest are you, Lord Je sus, now com - ing in God’s name!
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in  mer - cy, come and save us; in love, come set us free
“Ho - san-na in the high - est!”our grate-ful hearts pro-claim.

Text: Michagl 0. Schultz Tune: Alexander C. Ewing Tewt: © 1011 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 71176 Tune: Public domain
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Gospel Luke 20:9-19

“He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented it to
some farmers and went away for a long time. At harvest time he sent a servant to the
tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. But the tenants beat
him and sent him away empty-handed. "He sent another servant, but that one also
they beat and treated shamefully and sent away empty-handed. “He sent still a third,
and they wounded him and threw him out.

“*“Then the owner of the vineyard said, “What shall I do? I will send my son, whom [
love; perhaps they will respect him." ““But when the tenants saw him, they talked the
matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’
“So they threw him out of the vineyard and killed him.

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? *He will come and kill those
tenants and give the vineyard to others.”

When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!”

“Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that which is

written:

“‘The stone the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’?

®Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will
be crushed.”

“The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him immedi-
ately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But they were afraid

of the people.
Hymn of the Day: Christ Is Our Cornerstone CWH 914
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ring; our voic - es we  will raise the Three in
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heav'n are filled. On his great love our hopes we
ev - er - more un - til that day when all the
One to sing and thus pro - claim in joy - ful

God the Father sent his
Son into the world
knowing the world

would consider Jesus
trash, even though
Jesus is the precious
COFNErstone upon
which God builds his
house.

This hymn follows the

theme of the readings

and sets the stage for
the sermaon.
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In the sermon the Pas
tor proclaims God's
Word and applies that
waord to modern life
and problems. He
stresses both what God
demands of us (the
Law) and what God
does for us through
Jesus Christ (the Gos
pel).

After hearing the word

of God, the worshiper

responds with this con
fession of faith.

The Nicene Creed was
written in 325 A.D. to
address false ideas
about the divinity of
Jesus Christ. That ex
plains why the second
article of the Nicene
Creed is longer than its
counterpart in the
Apostles” Creed.
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place of pres - ent grace and jovs a - bove
blest to end - less rest are called a - way
song, both loud and long, that glo - rious name.

Teat: Lating, c. Bthcent., abr; ir. Jobn Chandler, W8o&-187%, alt. Tune: John Darwall, 1731=-178g Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon Philippians 3:4b-14

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, | have more:
*circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a He-
brew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; fas for zeal, persecuting the church;
as for righteousness based on the law, faultless.

"But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. *What is
more, | consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them garbage, that | may
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes
from God on the basis of faith. I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his
resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, "and
s0, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.

“Not that | have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but |
press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. "Brothers and sis-
ters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting
what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, "1 press on toward the goal to win

the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

The Nicene Creed (Spoken Responsively)

M: The world claims everything evolved by accident. But what do Christians be-
lieve?

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

M: The world claims Jesus was only a noble and novel man. But what do Christians

believe?

C: We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begot-
ten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true
God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from heav-
en, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became truly
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered

death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with
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the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

M: The world claims all people have an inborn, godly spirit. What do Christians be-
lieve?

C: We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We be-
lieve in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one

baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the
dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Song of the Season: Not What My Hands Have Done CWH 572
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1 Not what my hands have done can save my guilt - y
2 Thy work a- lone, O Christ, can ease  this weight of
3 |  bless the Christ of God, I rest on love di-
4 1 praise the God of  grace, I trust  his truth and
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soul, not what my toil - ing flesh has borne  can
sin, thy blood a - lone, O Lamb of God, can
vine, and with wun - fal - t'ring lip and heart I
might. He calls me his, I call him mine, my
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make my spir - it whole. Not  what I feel or
give me peace with - in. Thy love to me, O
call this Sav - ior mine. His cross dis - pels each
God, my joy, my light. My  Lord has saved my
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do can give me peace with God, not all my prayers and

God, not mine, O Lord, to thee can rid me of this
doubt; I bur - y in his tomb eachthought of wun - be-
life, and free - ly par-don gives; I love  be-cause he
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sighs and tears can bear my aw - ful load.
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dark un - rest and set my spir - it free.
lief and fear, each lin g'ring shade of gloom.
first loved me, I live be - cause he lives.

Test: Horathus Bonar, 1808=:88g, abr. Ture: George W. Martin, 1828=1881, alt. Text and tune: Public domain

This is @ hymn selected
for the current church
season that is generally
new to our Congrega
tion, usually introduced
first by a soloist, and
repeated for several
weeks to assist the
congregation in learm
ing the hymn.
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