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Epiphany 3 
Sunday, January 26, 2025 

Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory 

Welcome to our Worship Center 
God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament.  

As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.  
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

◼ Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby. 

◼ Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A. 

◼ Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their parents. We 

encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite children to come forward for the Chil-

dren’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next generation in the Word of the Lord! 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined us 

today!  We invite you to stay after the service to chat and 

join us for coffee time. 

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to get 

to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross of Glory 

by either: 

◼ Using the friendship register at the end of each row 

to connect with us today.   

◼ Emailing us at church. secretary@crossofglory.org 

CHURCH MAP 

 Worship Focus 

“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” When someone has an epiphany, it’s not that 

reality changed. The way they see that reality is what changed, for a deeper truth has been revealed. An 

epiphany is an “a-ha!” moment causing us to look at things very differently.  

In the Church Year, Epiphany is the season where we see Jesus begin his ministry, revealing the reason 

the Son of God came to earth. In this season we will come to understand that when we have Jesus in our 

lives, it does not always mean our reality drastically changes. It simply means that we see reality differ-

ently (and better). Jesus always provides an abundance of epiphany moments.  

Our journey through the Epiphany season follows this path: 

REJECTION IS NOT PROOF OF FAILURE  When you are trying to share some important information with someone, but 

they refuse to listen or perhaps totally reject what you are saying, it feels like you have failed. This is especially true when some-

one rejects the gospel! We proclaim the good news because we want others to know the love of Christ. When people are disinter-

ested in God’s Word, we feel like we’ve failed.  

So, here is this week’s epiphany. Rejection is not proof of failure. Precisely because the gospel is divine revelation, it is guaranteed 

to be rejected by many. God’s Word offends like an unwelcome diagnosis from the doctor. When someone rejects God’s Word 

(including us), that rejection is proof that God’s Word powerfully cuts straight to the heart of mankind’s biggest problem—sin. 

Yet, what causes Jesus’ words to hurt is what gives them power to heal. That reality encourages us to receive God’s Word with joy 

and to proclaim it boldly to others.  

01-12 Baptism Is the Cure for an Identity Crisis  

01-19 God Delivers More than We Ask, Not Less  

01-26 Rejection Is Not Proof of Failure  

02-02 Popularity Is Not Proof of Success  

02-09 The Least Qualified Are the First Sent  

02-16 Blessings Are Cursed; Curses Are Blessed  

02-23 Love Your Enemies, Overcoming Evil with Good  

03-02 Glory Is Hidden in Order to Be Revealed  

We also celebrate Christian Education today. Thousands of years ago, by inspira-

tion of the Holy Spirit, the wisest man who ever lived said, “Train a child in the 

way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.”  King Solomon’s 

words still ring true today.  Christian Education is a life-long endeavor that be-

gins in childhood—a firm foundation on which the Christian life is built. 
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Opening Hymn: The People Who Walked in Darkness CWH 382 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 
Tune: Sally Ann Morris, b. 1952 
Text and tune: © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

We Gather in God's Name (Read/Sung Responsively) 

M: We gather for worship the same way we were baptized: In the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Service of  Worship and Praise 
 

Hymn of praise, prayer, 

or reflection on the 

season of the church 

year.  

We follow the advice of 

the Apostle Paul to  

“teach and admonish 

one another with all 

wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and 

songs from the Spirit, 

singing to God with 

gratitude in your 

hearts.”   

(Colossians 3:16) 

We call upon God to be 

present with us. We 

worship the triune God, 

remembering our Bap-

tism in his name. 
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M: As believers in Christ we are called to repent of our sins and forgive one another. 

In the book of James we are told, “Therefore confess your sins to each other and 

pray for one another so that you may be healed.” As one body in Christ, we unite 

our hearts in prayer:  

C: Lord, I pray to you because I am suffering. I have cut myself off from you 

and others by the sin in my life. I need your forgiveness so that I may find 

healing for my wounded life and for the wounds I have caused others. To-

day in the name of Jesus I pray, forgive me; and by the power of your Holy 

Spirit, renew my heart. Amen. 

Congregation Sings: 

 

 

 

   

M: We take comfort and find confidence in the words of Jesus, “He sent me to an-

nounce forgiveness to the prisoners of sin, to restore sight to the blind, to bring 

mercy to lives shattered by sin, to announce the favor of the Lord.” God gave his 

only Son, Jesus, to die for our sins and rise from death to give us eternal life. We 

are forgiven. We live in the favor of the Lord. We live in his power, energized to 

tell of his peace. 

C: Amen. 

 Congregation Sings: 

 

 

 

“If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. “ 

(I John 1:9) 

This hymn of praise 

gives the congregation 

the opportunity to 

praise God and express 

joy because  our debt of 

sin was paid by Jesus, 

our victorious Savior.  

The song of confession 

is taken from Isaiah 

which reminds us that 

"all our righteous acts 

are like filthy rags", but 

along with Isaiah we 

acknowledge that 

through his Word our 

God is able to mold us 

into the humble serv-

ants he wants us to be. 
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First Reading Isaiah 61:1–6 

1The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 

 because the Lord has anointed me 

 to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

 to proclaim freedom for the captives 

 and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 

 and the day of vengeance of our God, 

to comfort all who mourn, 

 3and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

to bestow on them a crown of beauty 

 instead of ashes, 

the oil of joy 

 instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise 

 instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

 a planting of the Lord 

 for the display of his splendor. 

4They will rebuild the ancient ruins 

 and restore the places long devastated; 

 

Israel had rejected the 

Lord. So God allowed 

them to be conquered 

and carried off as cap-

tives. Yet, he also prom-

ised to forgive their 

rejection and grand 

them freedom.  
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they will renew the ruined cities 

 that have been devastated for generations. 
5Strangers will shepherd your flocks; 

 foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. 
6And you will be called priests of the Lord, 

 you will be named ministers of our God. 

You will feed on the wealth of nations, 

 and in their riches you will boast. 

LES Choir Listen to the Word of the Lord 

Words and Music by Bryan Fowler, Keith Getty,  
Kristyn Getty, Jordan Kauflin & Ben Shive 

The Children's Sermon (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor) 

Second Reading Acts 4:23–31 

 23On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported 

all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24When they heard this, they 

raised their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made 

the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25You spoke by the Ho-

ly Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: 

“ ‘Why do the nations rage 

 and the peoples plot in vain? 
26The kings of the earth rise up 

 and the rulers band together 

against the Lord 

 and against his anointed one.’ 

27Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Is-

rael in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28They 

did what your power and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29Now, Lord, 

consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 
30Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and wonders through the name of 

your holy servant Jesus.” 

 31After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they 

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

Choir   Shines the Light 

Words by Susan Naus Dengler 
Music by Lee Dengler 

 

Just as the Jewish reli-

gious leaders had re-

jected Jesus, they re-

jected the work and 

words of the apostles. 

So the apostles prayed 

for boldness to pro-

claim the gospel in the 

face of that opposition.  
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Gospel Luke 4:16–30 

 16He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day 

he went into the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17and the scroll of 

the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is writ-

ten: 

18“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

 because he has anointed me 

 to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

 and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to set the oppressed free, 

 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

 20Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The 

eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21He began by saying to them, 

“Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 22All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from 

his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 

 23Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal 

yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that 

you did in Capernaum.’ ” 

 24“Truly I tell you,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25I 

assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was 

shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26Yet 

Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 
27And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not 

one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 

 28All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29They got 

up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town 

was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30But he walked right through the crowd 

and went on his way. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In one of Jesus’ first 

sermons, delivered in 

his hometown, people 

took offense at his 

words and ultimately 

rejected him.  
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Sermon Hymn: I Hear the Savior Calling CWH 743 

 

 

 

 
Text: John C. Lawrenz, b. 1943 Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–1874 
Text: © 1993 John C. Lawrenz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 Tune: Public domain 

Sermon                                                                                                                                Luke 4:16–30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This hymn follows the 

theme of the readings 

and sets the stage for 

the sermon.  

In the sermon the Pas-

tor proclaims God's 

Word and applies that 

word to modern life 

and problems. He 

stresses both what God 

demands of us (the 

Law) and what God 

does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).  
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The 2nd Article of the Apostles' Creed (Redemption) (Spoken Responsively) 

M: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried.  

C: He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He as-

cended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Al-

mighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

M: What does this mean? 

C: I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

M: He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me 

from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver 

but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. 

C: All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his king-

dom, and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessed-

ness, just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. 

 This is most certainly true. 

Song of the Season: Christ Begins CWH 385 

 

 

 

 

This is a hymn selected 

for the current church 

season that is generally 

new to our congrega-

tion, usually introduced 

first by a soloist, and 

repeated for several 

weeks to assist the 

congregation in learn-

ing the hymn. 

 

After hearing the Word 

of God, we respond 

with our confession of 

faith.  

Today, we confess the 

second article of The 

Apostles’ Creed, which 

focuses on the second 

person of the Trinity, 

Jesus, and on the major 

elements of Jesus’ story 

of our redemption – his 

birth, death and resur-

rection.   

The explanation is tak-

en from Luther’s Small 

Catechism. 
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Text: Luke Thompson, b. 1981 Tune: Kent Reeder, b. 1986; Luke Thompson, b. 1981 
Text and tune: © 2017  Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Offering Prayer  (Spoken by Minister) 

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offering in 

the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after the ser-

vice.  

Prayer of the Church (Spoken by Minister) 

 
 

The Lord's Prayer (Sung by Congregation) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today we sing the pray-

er Jesus taught us.

(Matthew 6) 

The gifts of God's peo-

ple are a response to 

God's blessings.   

The apostle Paul en-

couraged  young  Pas-

tor Timothy: " I urge, 

then, first of all, that 

petitions, prayers, 

intercession and 

thanksgiving be made 

for all people ".  

(I Timothy 2:1)  
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Blessing 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn: Shine, Jesus, Shine                                                                     LAP270  

 

 

 

The Aaronic Blessing is 

the blessing that Aaron 

and his sons were to 

speak over the people 

of Israel, recorded in 

Numbers 6:23–27. The 

pastor offers the same 

blessing to the congre-

gation as they are 

about to conclude their 

worship. 
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Today, January 26, Pastor Pudlo will be starting a 13-week Bible 101 course at 1:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome 
to attend. The course will be a great review for those who have already taken it, but it will also serve as a 
good introduction to what we believe and teach at Cross of Glory Lutheran Church and School. This would 
be a great way for parents to get to know more about what their children are learning in school, and it 
would prepare them for how to answer when their kids ask some tough spiritual questions. Everything will 
be provided free of charge, including childcare. If you have any questions, please reach out to Pastor Pudlo.  
zachary.pudlo@crossofglory.org.  

Bible 101 Course  

Calling All Sun Devils! 
Light in the Valley: WELS Campus Ministry at ASU  

Hi I’m Pastor Chris Pflughoeft from Emmanuel Lutheran Church in Tempe. I am reaching out about our 
valley-wide effort to connect college students to the means of grace ministry. Light in the Valley is our 
WELS Campus MInistry that meets near Arizona State University. You can learn more at lightintheval-
leycm.net. You could also contact me or email lightinthevalleyasu@gmail.com. 
 
ASU students are invited to join their fellow students for a weekly meal and BIble study. Light in the Valley 
meets at 211 E. Geneva Drive in Tempe, Arizona, at 5:00 p.m. Meetings begin for the second semester on 
Thursday, January 16. We hope to see you there! 
 
God bless!  

WELS Youth Night Phoenix  

On Saturday, February 22, from 5:00 to 8:00 P.M., we will have our next WELS Youth Night. It will take 
place at Emmanuel Lutheran Church and School (715 W Southern Ave, Tempe, AZ 85282). With icebreaker 
activities, fun games, and spiritual growth opportunities, WELS Youth Night Phoenix is a great opportunity 
for high schoolers throughout the Valley. You can learn more and register using the QR code.  
 
 

 Saturday, February 22 

 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Emmanuel Lutheran Church and School (715 W Southern Ave, Tempe, AZ 85282).  

mailto:zachary.pudlo@crossofglory.org
http://lightinthevalleycm.net/
http://lightinthevalleycm.net/
mailto:lightinthevalleyasu@gmail.com
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Please scan the QR Code Below for the monthly newsletter 

 

Prayer Highlights for members and friends with noteworthy blessings, difficulties or health issues. Today 

we especially remember in our prayers… 

Diane Lawrence, as the carcinoma has spread so she is undergoing treatments to shrink the tumor in her 

eye. 

 



- 15 - 



The continuing purpose of this congregation as a gathering of Christians is to spread to all people in God’s 

world the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 

Cross of Glory  
Lutheran Church & School 

10111 W Jomax Road 

Peoria, AZ 85383 


