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Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory 

ABOUT US 

The continuing purpose of this congregation, as a gathering of Christians, is to spread to all people in God’s world 

the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

◼ Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby. 

◼ Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A. 

◼ Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their 

parents. We encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite children to come 

forward for the Children’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next genera-

tion in the Word of the Lord! 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined 

us today!  We invite you to stay after the service to 

chat and join us for coffee time  and Bible study. 

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to 

get to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross 

of Glory by either: 

◼ Using the friendship register at the end of each 

row to connect with us today.   

◼ Emailing us at  

church. secretary@crossofglory.org 

CHURCH MAP 

WELCOME to our worship center 

God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament. As 

you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.  

Bl es se d to be a  mem b er  of   
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The phrase “from the top down” is often used to denote a hierarchical system of 

management or governance. The will and beliefs and directives of those “at the 

top” are imposed—sometimes aggressively, sometimes even oppressively—on 

those below. From the top town. We have entered the second half of the Church 

Year, the half that focuses on the teachings of the Christian faith. We will see 

that Christianity is very much a top-down faith. Christian teachings come “from 

the top down,” but not in the sense that those teachings are oppressively im-

posed on us. When we call Christianity a “top-down faith,” we mean that it tells 

us things about God that are so beautiful and good—teachings that couldn’t pos-

sibly have originated from human thinking. The Christian faith contains teach-

ings that are so wonderful that we would never even believe them unless God 

himself revealed their truthfulness to us. So, God sent his Spirit from heaven to 

earth—from the top down—to empower his children to believe that which 

would otherwise be totally unbelievable.  
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Opening Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty CWH 483 

 

 

 

 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826, alt. Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–1876 Text and tune: Public domain 

Greeting (Spoken Responsively) 

M:   Grace and peace to you from God our Father, and his Son, Jesus Christ. 

C:    Amen. 

Confession and Absolution (Spoken Responsively) 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him 

as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.   

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless 

ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  

But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to 

your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and inno-

cent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.   You are 

his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen.  

Service of the Word  
 

Christ said to his disci-

ples, "If you forgive 

anyone his sins, they 

are forgiven". The pas-

tor speaks for God and 

announces God's  for-

giveness to those who 

made confession.  

Hymn of praise, prayer, 

or reflection on the 

season of the church 

year.  

We follow the advice of 

the Apostle Paul to  

“teach and admonish 

one another with all 

wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and 

songs from the Spirit, 

singing to God with 

gratitude in your 

hearts.”   

(Colossians 3:16) 

The greeting used by 

St. Paul perfectly sum-

marizes Christianity.   

“If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. “ 

(I John 1:9) 
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Prayer and Praise (Spoken by Minister; Sung response by Congregation) 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  

 

 

 

 

  

Public Recognition of a Private Baptism August Paul Pudlo 

Prayer of the Day (Spoken by Minister) 

M: Almighty God and Father, dwelling in majesty and mystery, filling and renewing 

all creation by your eternal Spirit, and manifesting your saving grace through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, in mercy cleanse our hearts and lips that, free from doubt 

and fear, we may ever worship you, one true, immortal God, with your Son and 

the Holy Spirit, living and reigning, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

First Reading Isaiah 6:1–8 

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated on a 

throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him were seraphim, each 

with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their 

feet, and with two they were flying. 3And they were calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; 

 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

 

This hymn of praise 

gives the congregation 

the opportunity to 

praise God and express 

joy because Jesus is our 

victorious Savior.  

The main thoughts of 

the day are collected or 

summarized in this 

short prayer.  

The triune God delivers 

Isaiah from guilt and sin 

and offers Isaiah lofty 

purpose.  
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At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was 

filled with smoke. 

 5“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among 

a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” 

 6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he had tak-

en with tongs from the altar. 7With it he touched my mouth and said, “See, this has 

touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned for.” 

 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for 

us?” 

 And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

Psalm Psalm 29B 

 

 

 

 
Text: Martin E. Leckebusch  Tune: Hebrew 
Text: © 2006 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: License no. 130078101  Tune: Public domain 

The Children's Sermon (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor) 

Verse of the Day (Spoken by Minister; Sung Response by Congregation) 

M:  Alleluia. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glo-

ry. Alleluia. (Isaiah 6:3b)  

 

 

A verse from the holy 

scriptures is usually 

spoken in preparation 

for the reading of the 

Gospel which is read as 

the second reading or 

as part of the sermon. 

The sung response is 

taken from John 20:31. 

The Book of Psalms was 

the Old Testament 

hymnbook, prayer and 

liturgy book. It was 

used by worshipers at 

the temple.  Many of 

the Psalms are the basis 

for our hymns and part 

of our liturgy is taken 

from the Psalms. The 

word “Psalm” comes 

from the  Greek and 

means “a song sung to 

the accompaniment of 

a stringed instrument.”  
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Gospel John 3:1–17 

 1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jew-

ish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if 

God were not with him.” 

 3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they 

are born again.” 

 4“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 

cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

 5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless 

they are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives 

birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 
8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it 

comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit.” 

 9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

 10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 
11Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, 

but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken to you of earthly 

things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 
13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of 

Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be 

lifted up, 15that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

 16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever be-

lieves in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his Son into 

the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.  

 

 

Jesus teaches a Phari-

see named Nicodemus 

about the kingdom of 

the triune God, who 

rules in the heart of all 

those who are born 

again.  
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Sermon Hymn: Father, God of Grace, You Knew Us CWH 566 

 

 

 

 
Text: Paul E. Eickmann, 1928–2006, abr. Tune: John Goss, 1800–1880 
Text: © 1999 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716Tune: Public domain 

Sermon Romans 8:12–17 

12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to 

live according to it. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 
14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15The Spirit you 

received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you 

received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 
16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17Now if we are 

children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share 

in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

 

 

 

 

 

This hymn follows the 

theme of the readings 

and sets the stage for 

the sermon.  

In the sermon the Pas-

tor proclaims God's 

Word and applies that 

word to modern life 

and problems. He 

stresses both what God 

demands of us (the 

Law) and what God 

does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).  
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Apostles' Creed         (Spoken in Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Song of the Season Psalm 139G 

 

 

 

 

After hearing the word 

of God, the worshiper 

responds with this con-

fession of faith.  

The Apostles’ Creed, 

developed over hun-

dreds of years in the 

early Christian church, 

is a brief and simple 

statement of gospel 

truths taught by the 

apostles. Christians 

used it to tell others 

what they believed and 

also to confess their 

faith with one another 

as they met for wor-

ship.  

This is a hymn selected 

for the current church 

season that is generally 

new to our congrega-

tion, usually introduced 

first by a soloist, and 

repeated for several 

weeks to assist the 

congregation in learn-

ing the hymn. 
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Text: Bernadette Farrell  Tune: Bernadette Farrell 
Text and tune: © 1992 Bernadette Farrell Published by OCP. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Offering Prayer (Spoken by Minister) 

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offer-

ing in the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after 

the service.   

Prayer of the Church (Spoken by Minister) 

The Lord's Prayer (Spoken in Unison) 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Closing Prayer (Spoken by Minister) 

M: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 

and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 

may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 

death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

The gifts of God's peo-

ple are a response to 

God's blessings.   

The apostle Paul en-

couraged  young  Pas-

tor Timothy: " I urge, 

then, first of all, that 

petitions, prayers, 

intercession and 

thanksgiving be made 

for all people ".  

(I Timothy 2:1)  

We speak to  God as 
our Father as Jesus 

taught us. (Matthew 6) 
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Blessing (Spoken by Minister) 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the 

Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn: May the Peace of God CWH 929 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974  Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

 

The Aaronic Blessing is 

the blessing that Aaron 

and his sons were to 

speak over the people 

of Israel, recorded in 

Numbers 6:23–27. The 

pastor offers the same 

blessing to the congre-

gation as they are 

about to conclude their 

worship. 
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 Cross of Glory was planted by the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) in March 

1998 so that with the Gospel of Jesus she can strengthen the faith of her members and reach out into 

the community with the free gift of salvation. First worship services began at Easter 1999; the dedication 

of our Ministry Center at Easter, 2005. Our synod's name reflects that her founders began in the state of 

Wisconsin. As a WELS church we still hold to the teachings of the Bible restored in the Reformation era. 

We are… 

◼ a Christ-preaching church. We preach that Jesus is true God, the Son of God who became man, so that through his perfect life 

and innocent death, He is the prophesied “Lamb of God” who has taken away the sin of the world. 

◼ a Bible-believing church. We teach that the Bible is the verbally inspired, inerrant Word of God, the only authority for Christian 

faith and life. We aim to teach God's Word in all its truth and simplicity. 

◼ an evangelical church. We trust the Bible’s claim that God saves people through the power of the Gospel in the Word and Sacra-

ments. The Gospel is the Good News (the Evangel) about Jesus’ saving work. The WELS has congregations throughout the USA 

and around the world to share the Evangel, the Bible’s primary message, with all people. 

◼ a people-caring church. That we’re all sinners equally saved by Jesus’ substitutionary work strips away human judgments and 

egos. This truth also empowers us to live Jesus’ love for all people by offering friendship, support, and Biblical counseling. Our 

church family cares about other people-- including you. 

Our Preschool & Elementary School exists to help parents in their God-given duty of teaching the Faith to their children: an im-

portant aspect of our Church’s plan to grow a comprehensive womb-to tomb ministry that serves souls for eternity. 

Prayer Highlights for members and friends with noteworthy blessings, difficulties or health issues. Today we espe-

cially remember in our prayers… 

Diane Lawrence, who is learning to walk again. 

 

Velta Larson, as she recovers from eye surgery and is now recovering from a broken pelvis.  

 

Angela Hall, who has started physical therapy for her ankle replacement.  

 

Judy Sasse, who is recovering from surgery and is receiving treatment for cancer that was discovered.   

 

Prayers for all who are graduating from grade school, high school, or college.  

 

 MILITARY: E4 Specialist Alice Henderson, granddaughter of Larry and Faye Kennedy, at San Antonio, TX Ft. Sam 

Houston Army base in Medical Institute of Surgery Research: Burn Unit. E6 Specialist Staff Sgt. Austin Seignious, 

grandson-to-be of Larry and Faye Kennedy, at El Paso, TX  Ft. Bliss Army Base. Major JD Larson,son of John & Chi 

Larson, based at Kirkland AFB in New Mexico. Sara (Dan) McArdle, daughter of Martha (Scott) Wofford, Air Force 

Pilot, based in Little Rock, Arkansas. Ben Weyer, serving in the military, at El Paso, TX   


