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Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory 

ABOUT US 

The continuing purpose of this congregation, as a gathering of Christians, is to spread to all people in God’s world 

the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

◼ Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby. 

◼ Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A. 

◼ Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their 

parents. We encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite children to come 

forward for the Children’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next genera-

tion in the Word of the Lord! 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined 

us today!  We invite you to stay after the service to 

chat and join us for coffee time and Bible study. 

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to 

get to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross 

of Glory by either: 

◼ Using the friendship register at the end of each 

row to connect with us today.   

◼ Emailing us at  

church. secretary@crossofglory.org 

CHURCH MAP 

WELCOME to our worship center 

God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament. As 

you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.  

Bl es se d to be a  mem b er  of   

“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” Today, if someone says, “I had an epiphany,” he means he 

had some extremely important, life-changing revelation. Within the Church Year, that is the purpose of the season of 

Epiphany—to reveal important truths about Jesus Christ, truths that will indeed change your life. For most of his adult 

life, Jesus was known simply as Mary’s son. He followed his adoptive father, Joseph, into the carpentry business. People 

in his hometown of Nazareth probably thought of Jesus as a very nice man—hardworking, honest, a role model for 

others.  (That is still how many think of Jesus today.) But around the age of thirty, the fuller truth about Jesus began to 

be revealed: his person, his power, his purpose. It started with Jesus standing in a river with John the Baptist.  

The biggest epiphany took place at a mountain, where select followers saw Jesus shining brighter than the sun. All these epiphanies—all 

these revelations about Jesus—changed the lives of everyone around him. In this season of Epiphany, as we follow Jesus from the river to 

the mountain, may they change us too.  

Today’s theme is “The Kindness in His Calling”. We try to hide our faults and failures from others. We want people to see us at our 

best. Perhaps we assume that if people knew what we were really like, they would want nothing to do with us. There’s no hiding anything 

from God. He is all-seeing and all-knowing. Christ Jesus has witnessed our very worst, even the sins that only occurred in our heads. The 

psalmist says, “You perceive my thoughts from afar. You are familiar with all my ways” (139:2,3). Yet even though Jesus knows all our 

faults and failures, he badly wants something to do with us. So, he calls us to follow him. He wants us to be with him, secure in his love of 

forgiveness. Here is this week’s epiphany: Jesus shows kindness when he calls us to discipleship. More, he shows kindness by giving us the 

ability to answer that call, so that we might always be near him and his blessing.  
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Gathering Rite on the Word of God (CWH633 Sung Responses) 

M: We worship in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: Oh, how I love your law! 

C: I meditate on it all day long. 

M: Your commands make me wiser than my enemies, 

C: for they are ever with me. 

M: I have more insight than all my teachers, 

C: for I meditate on your statutes. 

M: How sweet are your words to my taste, 

C: sweeter than honey for my mouth. 
  

Sung by Congregation: 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture and Song 
 

God’s people long to 

gather together for 

strength from him and 

for mutual encourage-

ment. The beginning of 

this worship service 

focuses on the Word of 

God and its power to  

bring us to faith. 

“And we also thank 

God continually be-

cause, when you re-

ceived the word of God, 

which you heard from 

us, you accepted it not 

as a human word, but 

as it actually is, 

the word of God, which 

is indeed at work in you 

who believe. “ 

(1 Thessalonians 2:13) 
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M: All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting, 

and training in righteousness, 

C: so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.  

M: Yet so often we have despised God’s Word and failed to gladly hear and learn it. 

For this and all our sins, we bow before God and humbly ask his forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I 

have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what 

is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your punishment 

both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in 

my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 Sung by Congregation: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M: God gave his Word so “that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 

God, that by believing you may have life in his name”. The Scriptures testify 

about Jesus, who lived a perfect life for you, died on the cross to pay for all your 

sins, and rose again to assure you of your salvation. Therefore, as a called serv-

ant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

“If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. “ 

(I John 1:9) 

 

Christ said to his disci-

ples, "If you forgive 

anyone his sins, they 

are forgiven". The pas-

tor speaks for God and 

announces God's  for-

giveness to those who 

made confession.  
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Sung by Congregation: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2006 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

Catechism Review: The Institution of Baptism (Spoken Responsively) 

M: First: What is Baptism? 

C: Baptism is not just plain water, but it is water used by God’s command 

and connected with God’s Word. 

M: Which is that word of God? 

C: Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “Go and make disci-

ples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For five centuries, 

Martin Luther’s Small 

Catechism has served 

as the basic instruc-

tion book for the 

church. It directs us to 

God’s Word and  

points to the only 

source for spiritual 

life, the Means of 

Grace: the Word and 

Sacraments.  As life-

long students of 

the Catechism, we 

review these important 

truths from God’s 

Word as we continue 

to grow in a deep ap-

preciation for all that 

Jesus has done as our 

Savior.  
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Prayer of the Day                (Spoken by Minister) 

M: Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. 

Grant that your people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine 

with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be known, worshiped, and be-

lieved to the ends of the earth; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

First Reading 1 Samuel 3:1–10 

 1The boy Samuel ministered before the Lord under Eli. In those days the word of the 

Lord was rare; there were not many visions. 

 2One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming so weak that he could barely see, was lying 

down in his usual place. 3The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 

down in the house of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called Sam-

uel. 

 Samuel answered, “Here I am.” 5And he ran to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called 

me.” 

 But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down. 

 6Again the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, “Here 

I am; you called me.” 

 “My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie down.” 

 7Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord: The word of the Lord had not yet been re-

vealed to him. 

 8A third time the Lord called, “Samuel!” And Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 

“Here I am; you called me.” 

 Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. 9So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie 

down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel 

went and lay down in his place. 

 10The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” 

 Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 

Psalm 139 (Spoken Responsively)  

M: You have searched me, Lord, and you know me; 

C: You perceive my thoughts from afar. 

M: You discern my going out and my lying down; 

C:  you are familiar with all my ways.     

M: For you created my inmost being; 

C: you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 

M: I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 

C: your works are wonderful, I know that full well. 

 

The Book of Psalms was 

the Old Testament 

hymnbook, prayer and 

liturgy book. It was 

used by worshipers at 

the temple. Many of 

the Psalms are the basis 

for our hymns and part 

of our liturgy is taken 

from the Psalms. The 

word “Psalm” comes 

from the  Greek and 

means “a song sung to 

the accompaniment of 

a stringed instrument.”  

At a time in history 

when the word of the 

LORD was rare, the 

LORD shows kindness 

to the boy Samuel by 

calling to him.  

The main thoughts of 

the day are collected or 

summarized in this 

short prayer.  
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M: My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place; 

C:  your eyes saw my unformed body. 

The Children's Sermon (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor) 

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 2:13–17 

 13But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, 

because God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the 

Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14He called you to this through our gospel, that 

you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 15So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on 

to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

 16May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his 

grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17encourage your hearts and 

strengthen you in every good deed and word. 

Sermon Hymn: O Christ, Who Called the Twelve CWH 716 

 

 

 

 
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007  Tune: English; adapt. Franklin L. Sheppard, 1852–1930 
Text: © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716  Tune: Public domain  

God called us to faith 

through the gospel, not 

because of any merit or 

worthiness in us, but 

entirely because of his 

grace and kindness.  

 

 

This hymn follows the 

theme of the readings 

and sets the stage for 

the sermon.  
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Sermon                                 The Invitation: Come and See                       John 1:43–51 

1. What We Expect 

2. What We Get 

3. What We Do 

 43The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, 

“Follow me.” 

 44Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45Philip found Na-

thanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and 

about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

 46“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 

 “Come and see,” said Philip. 

 47When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in 

whom there is no deceit.” 

 48“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 

 Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called 

you.” 

 49Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Isra-

el.” 

 50Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see 

greater things than that.” 51He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven 

open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on’ the Son of Man.” 

Apostles' Creed (Spoken in Unison) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

After hearing the word 

of God, the worshiper 

responds with this con-

fession of faith.  

The Apostles’ Creed, 

developed over hun-

dreds of years in the 

early Christian church, 

is a brief and simple 

statement of gospel 

truths taught by the 

apostles. Christians 

used it to tell others 

what they believed and 

also to confess their 

faith with one another 

as they met for wor-

ship.  

In the sermon the Pas-

tor proclaims God's 

Word and applies that 

word to modern life 

and problems. He 

stresses both what God 

demands of us (the 

Law) and what God 

does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).  
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Hymn: The People Who Walked in Darkness CWH 382 

Ensemble sings Vs.1-2; congregation joins for Vs. 3-5 

The people who walked in darkness awaken to see a great light. 

The people who dwelt in the land of the shadow rise to a star shining bright. (Refrain) 

Refrain: 

His name is Wonderful, Counselor, Almighty God,  Father forever, Prince of Peace. 

Wonderful, Counselor, Almighty God, Father forever, Prince of Peace. 
 

For God has enlarged the nation and prospered the fruit of its land. 

God’s people are blest with the harvest of vict’ry, gift from a bountiful hand. (Refrain) 

Congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Mary Louise Bringle, b. 1953 Tune: Sally Ann Morris, b. 1952 
Text and tune: © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 

 

This is a hymn selected 

for the current church 

season that is generally 

new to our congrega-

tion, usually introduced 

first by a soloist, and 

repeated for several 

weeks to assist the 

congregation in learn-

ing the hymn. 
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Offering Prayer (Spoken by Minister) 

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offering in 

the receptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after the ser-

vice.   

Prayer of the Church (Spoken by Minister) 

Lord's Prayer (Spoken in Unison) 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Blessing and Response (Response Sung by Congregation) 

M: We praise you, O God of heaven and earth, that you have so richly lavished us 

with your free love and unearned salvation, in Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord: 

 Sung by Congregation:  

 

 

 

 

The gifts of God's peo-

ple are a response to 

God's blessings.   

The apostle Paul en-

couraged  young  Pas-

tor Timothy: " I urge, 

then, first of all, that 

petitions, prayers, 

intercession and 

thanksgiving be made 

for all people ".  

(I Timothy 2:1)  

We speak to  God as 
our Father as Jesus 

taught us. (Matthew 6) 

In the Blessing and 
Response, the minister 
speaks a summary of 
Ephesians 1. The con-

gregation responds by 
singing the doxology 

(song of praise). Finally, 
the minister speaks the 
Apostolic Blessing. This 

is the blessing which 
the apostle Paul spoke 

as he concluded his 
second letter to the 
church at Corinth.    

 (2 Corinthians 13:14) 
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 M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen.  

Closing Hymn: Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult CWH 711 

 

 

 
Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–1895, alt.  Tune: Christian F. Witt, 1660-1716 Text and tune: Public domain 
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 Cross of Glory was planted by the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) in March 1998 so 

that with the Gospel of Jesus she can strengthen the faith of her members and reach out into the 

community with the free gift of salvation. First worship services began at Easter 1999; the dedication 

of our Ministry Center at Easter, 2005. Our synod's name reflects that her founders began in the state 

of Wisconsin. As a WELS church we still hold to the teachings of the Bible restored in the Refor-

mation era. We are… 

◼ a Christ-preaching church. We preach that Jesus is true God, the Son of God who became man, so that through his perfect 

life and innocent death, He is the prophesied “Lamb of God” who has taken away the sin of the world. 

◼ a Bible-believing church. We teach that the Bible is the verbally inspired, inerrant Word of God, the only authority for Chris-

tian faith and life. We aim to teach God's Word in all its truth and simplicity. 

◼ an evangelical church. We trust the Bible’s claim that God saves people through the power of the Gospel in the Word and 

Sacraments. The Gospel is the Good News (the Evangel) about Jesus’ saving work. The WELS has congregations throughout 

the USA and around the world to share the Evangel, the Bible’s primary message, with all people. 

◼ a people-caring church. That we’re all sinners equally saved by Jesus’ substitutionary work strips away human judgments and 

egos. This truth also empowers us to live Jesus’ love for all people by offering friendship, support, and Biblical coun-

seling. Our church family cares about other people-- including you. 

Our Preschool & Elementary School exists to help parents in their God-given duty of teaching the Faith to their children: an im-

portant aspect of our Church’s plan to grow a comprehensive womb-to tomb ministry that serves souls for eternity. 

Prayer Highlights for members and friends with noteworthy blessings, difficulties or health issues. Today we especially re-

member in our prayers… 

Diane Lawrence, who recently broke her ankle and is awaiting surgery. 

 

 Norm Voigt, as he continues treatments. 

 

Velta Larson, as she recovers from eye surgery. 

 

William Paul, who has Valley Fever. 

 

Alex Paul, who is recovering from a tonsillectomy. 

 

Schirripa family, as they mourn the death of  Nancy’s mother, Lois Vlasek. 

 

Rick Scott,  in hospice with a few medical complications. 

  

 MILITARY: E4 Specialist Alice Henderson, granddaughter of Larry and Faye Kennedy, at San Antonio, TX Ft. Sam Houston 

Army base in Medical Institute of Surgery Research: Burn Unit. E6 Specialist Staff Sgt. Austin Seignious, grandson-to-be of 

Larry and Faye Kennedy, at El Paso, TX  Ft. Bliss Army Base. Major JD Larson,son of John & Chi Larson, based at Kirkland AFB in 

New Mexico. Sara (Dan) McArdle, daughter of Martha (Scott) Wofford, Air Force Pilot, based in Little Rock, Arkansas. Ben 

Weyer, serving in the military, at El Paso, TX   

Please check your email or use this QR code for the weekly newsletter 


