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Growing in Faith — Living in Grace — Sharing His Glory 

ABOUT US 

The continuing purpose of this congregation, as a gathering of Christians, is to spread to all people in God’s world 

the glory of the cross of Christ, by sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ on the basis of the Holy Scriptures. 
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FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN 

◼ Restrooms with changing tables located in lobby. 

◼ Nursery for toddlers 2 years and younger  accompanied by adult  in Classroom A. 

◼ Children in Church Program: Worship is a family affair, something that children best learn from their 

parents. We encourage parents to guide their children through the service. We invite children to come 

forward for the Children’s Message during the service. Let’s work together to bring up the next genera-

tion in the Word of the Lord! 

VISITOR INFORMATION 

New to Cross of Glory?  We are so glad you joined 

us today!  We invite you to stay after the service to 

chat and join us for coffee time . 

Would you like to learn more about us? We’d love to 

get to know you better as well.  Connect with Cross 

of Glory by either: 

◼ Using the friendship register at the end of each 

row to connect with us today.   

◼ Emailing us at  

church. secretary@crossofglory.org 

CHURCH MAP 

WELCOME to our worship center 

God defines a church as  people gathering around Word and Sacrament. As 

you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.  

Bl es se d to be a  mem b er  of   

To
d

ay
’s

 W
o

rs
h

ip
 F

o
cu

s 
To

d
ay

’s
 W

o
rs

h
ip

 F
o

cu
s Have you ever known someone that maybe following a 

dispute at church became bitter and slowly fell away 

from faith?  What a tragedy to know what it is to live in 

God’s grace and then to walk away from this priceless 

treasure!  

There are many reasons people give for why they’ve left behind studying God’s Word and 

stopped attending worship services, but bitterness can take over and many times is the root 

cause for them to walk away from God’s grace. Our sermon text today (Hebrew 12:15-17) takes on 

The Tragedy of Faith Lost, a subject of which we Christians should always remain vigilant. 
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Opening Hymn: Jesus, Refuge of the Weary CWH 409 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Jane F. Wilde, 1826–1896, alt.; Girolamo Savonarola, 1452–1498 
Tune: Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, Basel, 1745 Text and tune: Public domain 

We Gather in God's Name (Read/Sung Responsively) 

M:  We gather for worship the same way we were baptized: In the name of the Fa-

ther and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

M: As believers in Christ we are called to repent of our sins and forgive one another. 

In the book of James we are told, “Therefore confess your sins to each other and 

pray for one another so that you may be healed.” As one body in Christ, we unite 

our hearts in prayer:  

C:  Lord, I pray to you because I am suffering. I have cut myself off from you 

and others by the sin in my life. I need your forgiveness so that I may find 

Service of  Worship and Praise 
 

Hymn of praise, prayer, 

or reflection on the 

season of the church 

year.  

We follow the advice of 

the Apostle Paul to  

“teach and admonish 

one another with all 

wisdom through 

psalms, hymns, and 

songs from the Spirit, 

singing to God with 

gratitude in your 

hearts.”   

(Colossians 3:16) 

“If we confess our sins, 

he is faithful and just 

and will forgive us our 

sins and purify us from 

all unrighteousness. “ 

(I John 1:9) 

We call upon God to be 

present with us. We 

worship the triune God, 

remembering our Bap-

tism in his name. 
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healing for my wounded life and for the wounds I have caused others. To-

day in the name of Jesus I pray, forgive me; and by the power of your Holy 

Spirit, renew my heart. Amen.  

Congregation Sings: 

 

 

 

 

M: We take comfort and find confidence in the words of Jesus, “He sent me to an-

nounce forgiveness to the prisoners of sin, to restore sight to the blind, to bring 

mercy to lives shattered by sin, to announce the favor of the Lord.” God gave his 

only Son, Jesus, to die for our sins and rise from death to give us eternal life. We 

are forgiven. We live in the favor of the Lord. We live in his power, energized to 

tell of his peace. 

 C:  Amen. 

Congregation Sings: 

 

 

 

 

 

This hymn of praise 

gives the congregation 

the opportunity to 

praise God and express 

joy because  our debt of 

sin was paid by Jesus, 

our victorious Savior.  

The song of confession 

is taken from Isaiah 

which reminds us that 

"all our righteous acts 

are like filthy rags", but 

along with Isaiah we 

acknowledge that 

through his Word our 

God is able to mold us 

into the humble serv-

ants he wants us to be. 
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Catechism Review: 5th and 6th Petitions (Spoken Responsively) 

M: Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 

 What does this mean? 

C: We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon 

our sins or because of them deny our prayers; for we are worthy of none 

of the things for which we ask, neither have we deserved them, but we ask 

that he would give them all to us by grace; for we daily sin much and sure-

ly deserve nothing but punishment. So we too will forgive from the heart 

and gladly do good to those who sin against us. 

M: Lead us not into temptation. 

 What does this mean? 

C: God surely tempts no one to sin, but we pray in this petition that God 

would guard and keep us, so that the devil, the world, and our flesh may 

not deceive us or lead us into false belief, despair, and other great and 

shameful sins; and though we are tempted by them, we pray that we may 

overcome and win the victory. 

First Reading Isaiah 5:1–7 

1I will sing for the one I love 

 a song about his vineyard: 

My loved one had a vineyard 

 on a fertile hillside. 
2He dug it up and cleared it of stones 

 and planted it with the choicest vines. 

He built a watchtower in it 

 and cut out a winepress as well. 

Then he looked for a crop of good grapes, 

 but it yielded only bad fruit. 

 

The LORD Almighty 

pictures his patient 

love for Israel as an 

owner of a vineyard 

patiently waiting for a 

good crop of fruit.  

For five centuries, 

Martin Luther’s Small 

Catechism has served 

as the basic instruc-

tion book for the 

church. It directs us to 

God’s Word and  

points to the only 

source for spiritual 

life, the Means of 

Grace: the Word and 

Sacraments.  As life-

long students of 

the Catechism, we 

review these important 

truths from God’s 

Word as we continue 

to grow in a deep ap-

preciation for all that 

Jesus has done as our 

Savior.  



- 6 - 

3“Now you dwellers in Jerusalem and people of Judah, 

 judge between me and my vineyard. 
4What more could have been done for my vineyard 

 than I have done for it? 

When I looked for good grapes, 

 why did it yield only bad? 
5Now I will tell you 

 what I am going to do to my vineyard: 

I will take away its hedge, 

 and it will be destroyed; 

I will break down its wall, 

 and it will be trampled. 
6I will make it a wasteland, 

 neither pruned nor cultivated, 

 and briers and thorns will grow there. 

I will command the clouds 

 not to rain on it.” 
7The vineyard of the Lord Almighty 

 is the nation of Israel, 

and the people of Judah 

 are the vines he delighted in. 

And he looked for justice, but saw bloodshed; 

 for righteousness, but heard cries of distress. 

Psalm 80 (Spoken Responsively) 

M: Hear us, Shepherd of Israel, 

C: you who lead Joseph like a flock. 

M: You who sit enthroned between the cherubim, 

C: awaken your might; come and save us. 

M: How long, Lord God Almighty, 

C: will your anger smolder against the prayers of your people? 

M: You have made us an object of derision to our neighbors, 

C: and our enemies mock us.  

M: You transplanted a vine from Egypt; 

C: you drove out the nations and planted it. 

M: You cleared the ground for it, 

C: and it took root and  filled the land. 

M: Why have you broken down its walls 

C: so that all who pass by pick its grapes? 

M: Return to us, God Almighty! 

C: Look down from heaven and see! 

 

The Book of Psalms was 

the Old Testament 

hymnbook, prayer and 

liturgy book. It was 

used by worshipers at 

the temple. Many of 

the Psalms are the basis 

for our hymns and part 

of our liturgy is taken 

from the Psalms. The 

word “Psalm” comes 

from the  Greek and 

means “a song sung to 

the accompaniment of 

a stringed instrument.”  
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The Children's Sermon (All children are invited to sit in front with Pastor) 

Gospel Matthew 21:33–43 

 33“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He 

put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the 

vineyard to some farmers and moved to another place. 34When the harvest time ap-

proached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 

 35“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a 

third. 36Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants 

treated them the same way. 37Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my 

son,’ he said. 

 38“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. 

Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance.’ 39So they took him and threw him out of 

the vineyard and killed him. 

 40“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those 

tenants?” 

 41“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will 

rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest 

time.” 

 42Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 

“ ‘The stone the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone; 

the Lord has done this, 

  and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 

 43“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 

given to a people who will produce its fruit. 

Sermon Hymn: Fight the Good Fight CWH 876 

 

 

 

 

This hymn follows the 

theme of the readings 

and sets the stage for 

the sermon.  

Jesus tells us a story of 

God’s reckless patience.  
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Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–1875, alt. Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, New York, 1821 Text and tune: Public domain 

Sermon                             The Tragedy of Faith Lost            Hebrews 12:15–17 

 15See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root grows 

up to cause trouble and defile many. 16See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless 

like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son.  
17 Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. 

Even though he sought the blessing with tears, he could not change what he had done.  

The 3rd Article of the Apostles' Creed (Sanctification) (Spoken Responsively) 

M: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

 What does this mean? 

C: I believe that I cannot by my own thinking or choosing believe in Jesus 

Christ, my Lord, or come to him. But the Holy Spirit has called me by the 

gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true 

faith.  

M: In the same way he calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 

Church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this 

Christian Church he daily and fully forgives all sins to me and all believers. 

C: On the Last Day he will raise me and all the dead and give eternal life to 

me and all believers in Christ. 

This is most certainly true. 

Song of the Season: My Soul Finds Rest in God Alone      CWH 818 
Ensemble sings Vs. 1 and Congregation joins for Vs. 2 & 3 

My soul finds rest in God alone, my rock and my salvation; 

a fortress strong against my foes, and I will not be shaken. 

Though lips may bless and hearts may curse, and lies like arrows pierce me, 

I’ll fix my heart on righteousness, I’ll look to him who hears me.  
 

Refrain: 

O praise him, hallelujah, my delight and my reward; 

everlasting, never failing, my Redeemer, my God. 

 

This is a hymn selected 

for the current church 

season that is generally 

new to our congrega-

tion, usually introduced 

first by a soloist, and 

repeated for several 

weeks to assist the 

congregation in learn-

ing the hymn. 

In the sermon the Pas-

tor proclaims God's 

Word and applies that 

word to modern life 

and problems. He 

stresses both what God 

demands of us (the 

Law) and what God 

does for us through 

Jesus Christ (the Gos-

pel).  

After hearing the Word 

of God, we respond 

with our confession of 

faith.  

Today, we confess the 

third article of The 

Apostles’ Creed, which 

focuses on the third  

person of the Trinity, 

the Holy Spirit who 

creates faith in our 

hearts through the 

gospel,  keeps us in the 

faith and motivates us 

to do good works.  

The explanation is tak-

en from Luther’s Small 

Catechism. 
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Congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stuart Townend; Aaron Keyes Tune: Stuart Townend; Aaron Keyes 
Text and tune: © 2008 Thankyou Music (PRS), admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 3555946 

Offering Prayer (Spoken by Minister) 

If you brought a monetary gift today for the work of the church, please place your offering in the re-

ceptacle at one of the two entrances to the sanctuary either before or after the service.   

Prayer of the Church (Spoken by Minister) 
 

 

 

 

The gifts of God's peo-

ple are a response to 

God's blessings.   

The apostle Paul en-

couraged  young  Pas-

tor Timothy: " I urge, 

then, first of all, that 

petitions, prayers, 

intercession and 

thanksgiving be made 

for all people ".  

(I Timothy 2:1)  
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The Lord's Prayer (Sung by Congregation) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Blessing 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be 

gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

Closing Hymn: Christ, the Sure and Steady Anchor CWH 812 

Ensemble sings Vs. 1 and Congregation joins for Vs. 2-4 

Christ, the sure and steady anchor in the fury of the storm— 

when the winds of doubt blow through me and my sails have all been torn, 

 

Today we sing the pray-

er Jesus taught us.

(Matthew 6) 

 

 

The Aaronic Blessing is 

the blessing that Aaron 

and his sons were to 

speak over the people 

of Israel, recorded in 

Numbers 6:23–27. The 

pastor offers the same 

blessing to the congre-

gation as they are 

about to conclude their 

worship. 
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in the suff’ring, in the sorrow, when my sinking hopes are few, 

I will hold fast to the anchor; it shall never be removed. 

Congregation sings: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Matt Boswell, b. 1979 Tune: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Matt Boswell, b. 1979 
Text and tune: © 2016 Getty Music Songs, Messenger Hymns, and Love Your Enemies Publishing, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716 
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1852086 and # CSPL136078 (Video). 
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Please check your email or use this QR code for the weekly newsletter 

Weekly Newsletter QR Code 

Ways to Serve 

Favorite Hymn Festival 

To celebrate our heritage as ‘the singing church’, on Oct. 29th our worship service will con-

sist of our eight favorite hymns (plus Bible readings etc.). You’ll vote for your cherished 

songs the next two Sundays. Forms will be provided (There will be a box to put the votes in-

to.) Pastor will assemble the top eight favorites, plus background info, and that will guide 

our worship. 



- 13 - 



- 14 - 

This Week at COG 

Next Week at COG 
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Welcome to Fall!! 

 
We are looking for families to assist in making the Trunk or Treat event a success again this year. We 
need both families that are willing to decorate a trunk and those that can assist at a couple booths that 
we'll be setting up. If you are planning to decorate a trunk, please avoid scary or demonic themes, as we 
are on church grounds. To make this event more exciting for the children, it would be nice to have a 
planned game or activity near each trunk. Some ideas are ring toss, bowling, or even a simple craft. If you 
need ideas for a trunk or an activity, please reach out to Brenda Grams, Ashley Scott, or Liz Simkauskas. 
The two booths we are doing are a temporary tattoo booth and a coloring contest 
booth. Please use QR code to sign up.  



 Cross of Glory was planted by the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) in 

March 1998 so that with the Gospel of Jesus she can strengthen the faith of her members and reach 

out into the community with the free gift of salvation. First worship services began at Easter 1999; the 

dedication of our Ministry Center at Easter, 2005. Our synod's name reflects that her founders began 

in the state of Wisconsin. As a WELS church we still hold to the teachings of the Bible restored in the 

Reformation era. We are… 

◼ a Christ-preaching church. We preach that Jesus is true God, the Son of God who became man, so that through his perfect life 

and innocent death, He is the prophesied “Lamb of God” who has taken away the sin of the world. 

◼ a Bible-believing church. We teach that the Bible is the verbally inspired, inerrant Word of God, the only authority for Christian 

faith and life. We aim to teach God's Word in all its truth and simplicity. 

◼ an evangelical church. We trust the Bible’s claim that God saves people through the power of the Gospel in the Word and Sacra-

ments. The Gospel is the Good News (the Evangel) about Jesus’ saving work. The WELS has congregations throughout the USA 

and around the world to share the Evangel, the Bible’s primary message, with all people. 

◼ a people-caring church. That we’re all sinners equally saved by Jesus’ substitutionary work strips away human judgments and 

egos. This truth also empowers us to live Jesus’ love for all people by offering friendship, support, and Biblical counseling. Our 

church family cares about other people-- including you. 

Our Preschool & Elementary School exists to help parents in their God-given duty of teaching the Faith to their children: an 

important aspect of our Church’s plan to grow a comprehensive womb-to tomb ministry that serves souls for eternity. 

PLEASE KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS 

For members and friends with noteworthy bless-

ings, difficulties or health issues. Today we espe-

cially remember in our prayers and ask God to give 

strength, comfort and courage to them and their 

families.  

Norm Voigt, as he continues treatments. 

Velta Larson, as she recovers from eye surgery. 

Value of Worship 

How easy it is to take for granted the privilege 
and blessings of coming to church! Lord help 
each of us to see the importance of gathering with 
fellow believers and the satisfaction it brings.  
 
24 And let us consider how we may spur one anoth-
er on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up 
meeting together, as some are in the habit of do-
ing, but encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching. Hebrews 10: 
24-25  

MILITARY 

 

E4 Specialist Alice Henderson, granddaughter of 

Larry and Faye Kennedy, at San Antonio, TX Ft. Sam 

Houston Army base in Medical Institute of Surgery 

Research: Burn Unit. 

 

E6 Specialist Staff Sgt. Austin Seignious, grandson

-to-be of Larry and Faye Kennedy, at El Paso, TX  Ft. 

Bliss Army Base.  

Major JD Larson, 

son of John & Chi Larson, 

based at Kirkland AFB in New Mexico. 

 

Sara (Dan) McArdle, 

daughter of Martha (Scott) Wofford, 

Air Force Pilot, based in Little Rock, Arkansas. 

 

Ben Weyer, serving in the military, at El Paso, TX   


