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Welcome to our Worship Center! God defines a church as people gathering around Word and
Sacrament. As you join us in this gathering, we pray that Jesus’ peace and power will fill you.
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7 Stripping of the Altar The Maundy Thursday service concludes with the stripping of
the altar. The practice dates from the 7th century and originally served the practical

~ . purpose of cleaning the sanctuary in preparation for Easter, when all things are made
~ new. In time, however, the practice became ceremonial in its own right. In silence,

~ communion vessels, table cloths, pulpit and lectern hangings, candles, and all other

| decorative and liturgical objects are removed, thus dramatizing the abandonment
and darkness of the passion and death of our Lord. The sanctuary remains bare until
the beginnings of the Easter celebration. The church remains in semi-darkness, and all
exit in silence. Symbolically, Christ, stripped of his power and glory, is now in the
hands of his captors.

Personal Prayers for Communion

Before Communing

Lord Jesus, you have invited me to come and receive your holy Sacrament. I believe that in the bread
and wine you give me your true body and blood to eat and drink. Forgive my sins and nourish my
faith through this precious meal. I long for the comfort that comes with your promises; I yearn for the
assurance of your faithful love. Bless me now as I receive you by faith.

After Communing

Thank you, dear Savior, for nourishing my faith with the Sacrament of your body and blood. Lift my
heart with your forgiveness, renew my confidence in your grace, empower my love for others, and lead
me to long for the eternal banquet of heaven.
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Maundy Thursday Order of Service

CW 652
Ensemble sings verses and Congregation joins for final refrain

Opening Hymn: Lord, Have Mercy

Sung by Ensemble:

For what we have done and left undone we fall on your countless mercies.

For sins that are known and those unknown we call on your name so holy.

For envy and pride, for closing our eyes; for scorning our very neighbor.

In thought, word, and deed we've failed you, our King; how deeply we need a Savior.

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy on us.

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy on us.

For what you have done, your life of love you perfectly lived, we praise you.

Though tempted and tried, you fixed your eyes; you finished the work God gave you.
And there on the tree, a King among thieves, you bled for a world’s betrayal.

You loved to the end, our merciful friend; how pure and forever faithful.

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy on us.

Lord, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Lord, have mercy on us.

For hearts that are cold, for seizing control; for scorning our very maker.

In thought, word, and deed we've failed you, our King; how deeply we need a Savior.

Congregation joins:
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Lord, have mer - cy on us. on us.

Text: Matt Boswell, b. 1979; James Tealy, b. 1971; Aaron Keyes, b. 1978; Matt Papa, b. 1983

Tune: Matt Boswell, b. 1979; James Tealy, b. 1971; Aaron Keyes, b. 1978; Matt Papa, b. 1983

Text and tune: © 2019 Love Your Enemies Publishing, admin. MusicServices.org and Capitol CMG Publishing. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716
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Sermon The Three Unions in Holy Communion

Matthew 26:20-30

**When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve. *And while they were eat-
ing, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.”

**They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely you don’t mean me, Lord?”

»Jesus replied, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. **The Son
of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It
would be better for him if he had not been born.”

»Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t mean me, Rabbi?”

Jesus answered, “You have said so.”

**While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”

*’Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all
of you. **This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. *I
tell you, I will not drink from this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with
you in my Father’s kingdom.”

**When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.
Mark 14:17-26

""When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. ®*While they were reclining at the table eating,
he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me—one who is eating with me.”

“They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?”
**“It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one who dips bread into the bowl with me. *The Son of Man
will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be
better for him if he had not been born.”

**While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to
his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.”

»Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank from it.
**This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to them. *“Truly I tell
you, I will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new in the kingdom

of God.”

**When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.

Luke 22:14-23
“When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. ®And he said to them, “I have
eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. *°For I tell you, I will not eat it again until
it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.”
After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. **For I tell you I
will not drink again from the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes.”




YAnd he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given
for you; do this in remembrance of me.”

*’In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my
blood, which is poured out for you. *But the hand of him who is going to betray me is with mine on
the table. **The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. But woe to that man who betrays him!”
*They began to question among themselves which of them it might be who would do this.

1 Corinthians 11:23-29

*For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was be-
trayed, took bread, **and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is
for you; do this in remembrance of me.” **In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” **For
whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

*’So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. **Everyone ought to examine themselves be-
fore they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. **For those who eat and drink without discerning
the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves.

Choir From an Upper Room
Words and Music by Joseph M. Martin © 2009

Confession and Absolution (Spoken Responsively)

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked
the path of suffering which led him to the cross for our salvation. We have also heard our
Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from
loving God and one another. This is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism;
God’s forgiveness and the power of his Spirit to amend our lives continue with us because of

his love for us in Jesus our Savior.

Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and new life. In the abso-
lution, we receive forgiveness as from God himself. This absolution we should not doubt but
firmly believe that our sins are thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us in the

name and by the command of our Lord.

We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one another, to be servants to each

other, as Jesus became our servant.

In Holy Communion, first instituted on this night, the members of Christ’s body participate
most intimately in his love. Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples, we eat the
bread and drink the cup of this meal. Together we receive the Lord’s gift of his body and blood
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for forgiveness and participate in that new covenant that makes us one with him and one an-
other. The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet we will share with all the faithful
when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of our reconciliation with God and each other.

As we begin the solemn celebration of our Lord’s passion, let us confess our sins to him, re-
ceive his absolution, and be reconciled to God and each other in Christian love.

C: Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called serv-
ant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of
the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ has forgiven us, has reconciled us to God, and has promised us the pow-
er to forgive and love one another. Relying on his promise, therefore, be reconciled with one
another.

C: Brothers and sisters, may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and in

our actions.

Prayer of the Day (Spoken by Minister)

M: Lord Jesus Christ, in the Sacrament of Holy Communion you give us your true body and blood as
a remembrance of your suffering and death on the cross. Grant us to firmly believe your words
and promise that we may always partake of this Sacrament to our eternal good, for you live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.




First Reading

Jeremiah 31:31-34

The Old Covenant could only modify behavior. The New Covenant transforms people's hearts and minds.

31«

The days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
and with the people of Judah.
>*It will not be like the covenant
I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand
to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
though I was a husband to them,”
declares the LORD.
3“This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel
after that time,” declares the LORD.
“I will put my law in their minds
and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
and they will be my people.
>*No longer will they teach their neighbor,
or say to one another, ‘Know the LORD,’
because they will all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the LORD.
“For I will forgive their wickedness

and will remember their sins no more.”

Psalm of the Day: 116B | Will Walk in the Presence of the Lord

Psalm 116B

Sung responsively
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he heard my cry for / mercy.
: Because he turned his / ear to me,

I will call on him as long / as I live.
: The LORD is gracious and / righteous;

: What shall I return / to the LORD
for all his good- / ness to me?
: I will lift up the cup of sal- / vation
and call on the name / of the LORD.
: Precious in the sight / of the LORD

NINEINE OZINENE

: I love the LORD, for he / heard my voice;

when I was brought low, he / saved me.

is the death of his faithful / servants.

Refrain

ALL: Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: Richard T. Proulx

Text: ©1963, 1993 The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

Tune: © 1975 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

Second Reading

“The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:

164

This is the covenant [ will make with them
after that time, says the Lord.

I will put my laws in their hearts,

"Then

and I will write them on their minds.”

he adds:

“Their sins and lawless acts

8 . . ..
And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary.

[ will remember no more.”

Hebrews 10:15-25
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“Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the
blood of Jesus, *’by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, *and
since we have a great priest over the house of God, *let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and
with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty con-
science and having our bodies washed with pure water. *Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we pro-
fess, for he who promised is faithful. **And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward
love and good deeds, **not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encour-
aging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

Verse of the Day (Spoken by Minister)

M: As often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
(1 Corinthians 11:26)

Hymn of the Day In This Holy, Blest Communion | CWH 669 3Vs.

Soloist sings Vs. 1 and Congregation joins for Vs. 2-3

In this holy, blest communion plain and precious gifts combine:
bread is truly Jesus’ body, blood of Jesus joins with wine.

What a blessing Christ is giving; what a loving, gracious host,
in his supper well providing what his people need the most!
Congregation sings:
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of the ban-quet, by the rich-ness of the feast.

Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963
Tune: Welsh

Text: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 711716

Tune: Public domain

The Offering and Offering Prayer (Spoken by Minister)

(To give an offering, please scan QR Code)

The Great Litany (Spoken Responsively)

M: O God the Father, Creator of heaven and earth,

C: Have mercy on us.

: O God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
Have mercy on us.

: O God the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide,
Have mercy on us.

: Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons in one God,
Have mercy on us.

SNINENXL

: Remember not, Lord Christ, our offenses nor the offenses of our forebears. Spare us, good Lord;
spare your people, whom you have redeemed with your precious blood.
Spare us, good Lord.

<0

: From all spiritual blindness; from pride, vain glory, and hypocrisy; from envy, hatred, and mal-
ice; and from all lack of charity,

C: Good Lord, deliver us.

M: From all deadly sin and from the deceits of the world, the flesh, and the devil,

C: Good Lord, deliver us.

M:From all false doctrine, heresy, and schism; from hardness of heart and contempt for your Word
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and your will,

0

Good Lord, deliver us.
M: By the mystery of your holy incarnation; by your baptism, fasting, and temptation; and by your
proclamation of the kingdom,

C: Good Lord, deliver us.
M: By your bloody sweat and bitter grief, by your cross and suffering, and by your precious death
and burial,
C: Good Lord, deliver us.
M: By your mighty resurrection, by your glorious ascension, and by the coming of the Holy Spirit,
C: Good Lord, deliver us.
M: In our times of trouble, in our times of prosperity, in the hour of death, and on the day of judg-
ment,
C: Good Lord, deliver us.
M: Receive our prayers, O Lord our God.
C: Hear us, good Lord.
M: Son of God, we ask you to hear us.
C: Son of God, we ask you to hear us.
M: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
C: Have mercy on us.
M: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
C: Grant us peace.
M: Lord, have mercy on us.
C: Christ, have mercy on us.
M: Lord, have mercy on us.
The Sacrament
Preface (Spoken Responsively)
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itis right to give him thanks and praise.
M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord,

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift
of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame
us by a tree, would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Holy, Holy, Holy (Melody: CWH842)

Tune: SEELENBRAUTIGAM
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shin - ing bright - ly  forth, fill - ing heav’n and earth.”
Je - sus, hear our plea: come and set us free!

Text: Michael D. Schultz

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130078101

Prayer of Thanksgiving

M: We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent

to be our

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross an
from eternal death all who believe in you.

d released

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us together

to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our

faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and honor

you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,

(In Unison)
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as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which is

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is

my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.
O Christ, Lamb of God (Melody: CWH323)
Tune: CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM
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sin, has paid its price; your per-fect love will nev - er cease—
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be - stow on us your sav - ing grace.
have mer - cy, Lord, and grant us peace. A - men.

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130078101\

Distribution of Sacrament (Please refer to “Worship Welcome” in chair pocket)

We follow the Scriptural practice of CLOSE COMMUNION. If'you have not communed here prior to today,
you should speak with our pastor before the service. We would like to help you establish the unity which

-13 -



comes from a common confession of faith (1 Corinthians 10:17) before expressing that union together at the
Lord’s Table. It is not our intent to judge hearts, but to remain faithful to the truth of God’s Word. Those who
have established that connection as members of sister WELS or ELS congregations may register at the podium
at the sanctuary entrance.. Thank you for honoring our practice.

Distribution Hymn: Here, O My Lord, | See You Face to Face CWH 660

1 Here, O my Lord, I see you face to face;

here would I touch and handle things unseen,
here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace,

and all my weariness upon you lean.

2 This is the hour of banquet and of song;
this is the heav'nly table spread anew.

Here let me feast and, feasting, still prolong
the brief bright hour of fellowship with you.

3 I have no help but yours nor do I need
another arm but yours to lean upon.
It is enough, O Lord, enough indeed;
my strength is in your might, your might alone.

4 Mine is the sin but yours the righteousness;
mine is the guilt but yours the cleansing blood.
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
your blood, your righteousness, O Lord, my God.

5 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
the feast, though not the love, is past and gone.
The bread and wine remove, but you are here,
nearer than ever, still my shield and sun.

6 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,

yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,

the Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889, abr., alt.
Text: Public domain)

Closing Prayer (Spoken Responsively)

M:Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
C: his mercy endures forever.

M: Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
C: we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Blessing

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.

C: Amen

Stripping of the Altar (During the Stripping of the Altar,
the congregation will sing “There is a Fountain ” (CW112) 4 Vs.)

There is a fountain filled with blood Immanuel was slain
And sinners who are washed therein

Lose ev'ry guilty stain, Lose ev'ry guilty stain.

Dear dying Lamb, your precious blood Shall never lose its pow'r
Till all the ransomed Church of God

Be saved and sin no more, Be saved and sin no more.

E'er since by faith I saw the stream Your flowing wounds supply,
Redeeming love has been my theme
And shall be till I die, And shall be till I die.

When this poor lisping, stamm'ring tongue Lies silent in the grave,
Then in a nobler, sweeter song

I'll sing your pow'r to save, I'll sing your pow'r to save.
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that with the Gospel of Jesus she can strengthen the faith of her members and reach out into the community

N~ with the free gift of salvation. First worship services began at Easter 1999; the dedication of our Ministry Center
at Easter, 2005. On Easter of 2017, we began services at our second site in the Vistancia community. Our synod's
name reflects that her founders began in the state of Wisconsin. As a WELS church we still hold to the teachings
of the Bible restored in the Reformation era. We are...

\/ CrOSS Of Glory was planted by the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) in March 1998 so
/\

a Christ-preaching church. We preach that Jesus is true God, the Son of God who became man, so that through his perfect life and inno-

cent death, He is the prophesied “Lamb of God” who has taken away the sin of the world.

a Bible-believing church. We teach that the Bible is the verbally inspired, inerrant Word of God, the only authority for Christian faith and

life. We aim to teach God's Word in all its truth and simplicity.

m an evangelical church. We trust the Bible’s claim that God saves people through the power of the Gospel in the Word and Sacraments.
The Gospel is the Good News (the Evangel) about Jesus’ saving work. The WELS has congregations throughout the USA and around the
world to share the Evangel, the Bible’s primary message, with all people.

m a people-caring church. That we’re all sinners equally saved by Jesus’ substitutionary work strips away human judgments and egos. This

truth also empowers us to live Jesus’ love for all people by offering friendship, support, and Biblical counseling. Our church family cares

about other people-- including you.

Our Preschool & Elementary School exists to help parents in their God-given duty of teaching the Faith to their children: an important aspect
of our Church’s plan to grow a comprehensive womb-to tomb ministry that serves souls for eternity.




