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The Hands of the Passion
 OPENING HYMN

Chief of Sinners Though I Be | CW385 VS. 1-3

GREETING AND CONFESSION
(Spoken Responsively)
M: In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
M: This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you:
C: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
M: If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness,
C: We lie and do not live by the truth.
M: If we claim to be without sin,
C: We deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
C: Father, I have sinned against you and am no longer worthy to be called your
child. Yet in mercy you sacrificed your only Son to purge away my guilt. For
his sake, O God, be merciful to me, a sinner, and in the joy of the Holy Spirit
let me serve you all my days.
Silence for private confession.
M: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive our sins and purify us
from all unrighteousness. Upon this, your confession, I forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Thanks be to God. Amen.
PRAYER
(Spoken by Minister)
M: Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us
and warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our
faith burning brightly that we may walk in the light of your presence through the
darkness of this world.
Come and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
PSALM 51a

Hymnal Pg. 86—Sung Responsively

PSALM PRAYER

(Read by Minister)

PASSION READING

(Read by Minister)
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SEASONAL RESPONSE
M: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us
all. By his wounds we are healed.



Sermon HYMN

Just As I Am, without One Plea | CW397 Vs. 1-6

SERMON
Hands of Repentance
Luke 18:9-14
To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone
else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and
the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you
that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 13 “But the tax collector stood at a
distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have
mercy on me, a sinner.’ 14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”
OFFERING and OFFERING PRAYER
LORD’S PRAYER
(Spoken by All)
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us
our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT
PREFACE
M:
C:
M:
C:
M:
C:

(Spoken Responsively)

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up unto the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my body, which
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is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and
gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in
remembrance of me. ~

DISTRIBUTION OF SACRAMENT
We follow the Scriptural practice of CLOSE COMMUNION. If you have not communed here prior to today, you should speak with our
pastor before the service. We would like to help you establish the unity which comes from a common confession of faith (1 Corinthians 10:17)
before expressing that union together at the Lord’s Table. It is not our intent to judge hearts, but to remain faithful to the truth of God’s
Word. Those who have established that connection as members of sister WELS or ELS congregations may register at the sanctuary entrance
podium. Thank you for honoring our practice.

DISTRIBUTION HYMN

Jesus Sinners Does Receive | CW304

BLESSING
(Spoken by Minister)
M: The grace of our Lord † Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Today Your Mercy Calls Us | CW339 Vs. 1 & 4
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Cross of Glory

was planted by the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod
(WELS) in March 1998 so that with the Gospel of Jesus she can strengthen the faith of her members and reach out into the community with the free gift of salvation. First worship services began at Easter 1999; the dedication of our Ministry Center at Easter, 2005. On Easter of 2017, we
began services at our second site in the Vistancia community. Our synod's name reflects that her
founders began in the state of Wisconsin. As a WELS church we still hold to the teachings of the Bible restored in the
Reformation era. We are…






a Christ-preaching church. We preach that Jesus is true God, the Son of God who became man, so that through his
perfect life and innocent death, He is the prophesied “Lamb of God” who has taken away the sin of the world.
a Bible-believing church. We teach that the Bible is the verbally inspired, inerrant Word of God, the only authority
for Christian faith and life. We aim to teach God's Word in all its truth and simplicity.
an evangelical church. We trust the Bible’s claim that God saves people through the power of the Gospel in the
Word and Sacraments. The Gospel is the Good News (the Evangel) about Jesus’ saving work. The WELS has congregations throughout the USA and around the world to share the Evangel, the Bible’s primary message, with all
people.
a people-caring church. That we’re all sinners equally saved by Jesus’ substitutionary work strips away human judgments and egos. This truth also empowers us to live Jesus’ love for all people by offering friendship, support, and
Biblical counseling. Our church family cares about other people-- including you.

Our Preschool & Elementary School exists to help parents in their God-given duty of teaching the Faith to their children:
an important aspect of our Church’s plan to grow a comprehensive womb-to tomb ministry that serves souls for eternity.

